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Cyberterror 
attack rocks 
America 


Bp Charles Arthur and 
Nicholas von Herherscein 


THE TWIN threats posed by 
(g^ter-terrorism and the grow- 
ing monopoly of software com- 
pany Microsoft became reality 
yesterday, as thousands of 
American users found their 
machines ‘'frozen’' a clever- 
ly-taigeted attack launched over 
^e ImemeL 

All over the US, machines 
ru nning the Windows NT oper- 
ating ^cms and conaected to 
the Internet crashed. Military 
machines operated by the Navy, 
and 14 of 15 of the US space 
agenc)' Nasa's sites were affect- 
ed, as well as many iiniveisides. 

The deliberate nature of the 
attack was emphasised by its 
timing - hours before Bill 
Gates, head of Microsoft, bad 
to defend his company to a Sen- 
ate committee against allega- 
tions that its growing control of 
the software market breaks 
anti-trust laws. Later the same 
d^, Louis Freeh, director of the 
FBL appeared before another 
Senate committee to ask for in- 
creased funding for “several pri- 
ority initiatives, including those 


in the areas of counter-terror- 
ism and cyber-crime”. 

But iadusuy analysts reckon 
the target of this attack was 
Gates, not Freeh. The ma- 
chines were all crashed by send- 
ing out a message over the 
Internet which e:q)loitsa feature 
of Windows NT - whidi Mi- 
crosoft wants to become the 
dominant operating system for 
large business computers. How- 
ever. the attack was tailored so 
that it would not cause actual 
harm: no data was lost. Deoms 
Jacbon. head of the UK Com- 
puter Emergency Response 
Team (CERT) said: "It's the 
computer equivalent of a cus- 
tard pie attack” 

Steve Gold, news editor of 
Seorm Computnt? inagazine, and 
a former hacker, explained: 
“Somebody sent out a deliber- 
ately malfOTmed instruction to 
all the NT servers on the Inter- 
net in the US vdiich caused them 
all to chase their taQs trying to 
solve a problem that's impossi- 
ble to solve, such as the value of 
pi to a trillion decimal places." 

The attack cleaiiy shows the 
weakness that Microsoft's grow- 
ing monopoly causes to a 


country reliant on computers: 
if eveiy computer runs the same 
operating system, all will have 
the game flaws, and a lone cy- 
ber-terrorist could seriously 
disrupt communications. Gold 
reckons that this one would 
have taken only 24 man-hours 
to set up. ‘Soever did thu 
knew exactly what they were do- 
ing. They could have been a lot 
more malid ous, sending worms 
or viruses." 

The US adnunistration is in- 
creasingly worried about com- 
puter-based attacks. Some 
observers have predicted that 
the frequenty and sophisticatioo 
of the “back attacks” will only 
increase. The FBI also sees 
computer crime rapidly esca- 
lating and has identifled a wide 
spectrum of criminal classes as 
electronic intruders: "White 
collar criminals, economic es- 
pionage agents, di^tuntled em- 
ployees, organised crime 
members, foreign intelligence 
services and terrorists groups 
have all been identified, with the 
potential to have immediate and 
severe coosequmices for every 
facet of government and in- 
dustiy." 


Fatal ill-luck of friends 
across Ulster’s divide 


By David McKittrick 

Ireland Correspondem 


PHILIP ALLEN and Damien 
T minn r lived together and then 
died together, the blood ftom 
their bodies mingling os tbe>' 
breathed their last on the floor 
of a little pub in Poynizpass on 
Tuesday night. 

A Iteteslant and a Chtholic, 
thqr bad the good fortune to live 
in a little oasis of community 
bannocy amid the rolling dnsm- 
lins of Annagh and Down. But 
they bad fatal ill-luck to live 
within striking distance of oth- 
er places which have been poi- 
soned by deep wells of 
sectarianism. 

yjjetwo friends were having 
B quiet drink on Tuesday ni^t 
when-ktyalist gunmen burst in. 
should "Get down you bas- 
tards" and fired repeatedly into 
theirbodies and those of two 
otherpeoiHe- ^ 

The foct of their different re- 
ligions, and thus their different 
^ not interfere with 
friendriiip between the 
two men- Philip, who was 34, 
had just, asked 25 year old 
"Damien to be hfa best man. 

; Damien's unde, Coleman 
iTiainor. said yesterday: "All 
ibamien for vas cars and 



Mo Mowlam visits reiatives 
of the dead men yesterday 

a few drinks along with his 
mate who was murdered. 
THq’Vc grown up together as 
pals the way both their fathers 
did. The families have a long, 
long history - never any ani- 
mosity among them, just the 
best of pals, the best of friends." 

They were both drinking or- 
ange juice in the little bar when 
the gunmen arrb ed. Brian Ca- 
navan. son of the bar's owner, 
described the scene: "It was 
quite simple. There was two 
men came in through the front 
door of the bar and they shout- 
ed in very rude terms for every- 
body in the bar lo tic dcTWTi. and 


everybody just lay down. They 
did not ask for denominations 
or anything, they just opened 
fire on the feUas that were on 
the ground." 

When Rather Desmond Cor- 
rigan was summoned to the bar 
he found the two fatally injured 
men. "I saw Damien and Philip 
lying on the ground Just behind 
the door," he said. "I adminis- 
tered the last rites to Damien 
and prayed with Philip. 

"They vtere still oonsdous at 
that stage and I tried lo console 
them. I tried to talk to them, to 
encourage them, give them 
some hope. They' responded for 
a short time, but then we were 
losing them. There was no pan- 
demonium. Everyone was just 
byring to do whatever they could 
for the boys." 

Poynizpass is named after 
Lieutenant Rjynl^jass an Eng- 
lish officer given 500 acres of 
land ty Elizabeth I in reward for 
defeating soldiers of the Earl of 
'tyronc. Unbl 9 o'clodc on Tues- 
day night it was just one of the 
many obscure backwaters, 
tucked away throughout North- 
ern IreiantL which had made it 
through the troubles unscathed. 

The viUage is majority 
Catholic, its surroundings 
Continued on page 6 


Another giant step: water on the Moon 




Damp »de of the Moore False-cxilour image of EarthY satellite taken in 1992 by the Galileo spaeeprobe Phocograph: Nasa 

Ice holds key to lunar living 


THE US space agentty, Nasa, is eiqiected 
to announce today that there is water - 
frozen as ice - on the Moon, opening the 
possibility for new manned ^viceshots to 
our satellite, writes Charles Aitfaor. 

The presence of water on the Moon 
would oteke it feasible to set up a 
permanent settlement, which could then 
be used to develop and test the 
technologies to colonise other planets. 

Ice could be melted to form drinking 
water, or electrolysed tty solar power into 
hydrogen and oxygen for lodcet fuel. 
Some estimates before todtty’s 
anoounoemeni suggested that there could 
be a bOlion tonnes of ks at the poles. 

Nobody at Nasa would comment on 


the riang expectations yesterd^. But the 
space industry in the US has been 
buzzing for weeks about prelimlnaiy 
data from the Lunar Prospector 
spacecraft, which has been orbiting the 
Moon for sis weeks. According to eaity 
leaks, the first data confirmed 
^)ectrosoopic data from a US militaiy 
mission four years ago. That indicated 
that ice exists at the poles, probably the 
remains of comets which crashed into 
the lunar surface. 

The scientists in charge of the mission 
are understood to have been told to 
check their data, so that Nasa would not 
subsequentiy have to retract any 
announcemenL But in the past few days. 


Nasa has issued a string of notices 
raiang the profile of the mission and 
even offering live TV interviews with the 
scientists when the announcement is 
made at 10am in Rorida tod^. 

Earlier this week. Professor Alan 
Binder, who is leading the analysis of the 
data, told The Independent: "Fm not 
aDowed tosaywhatwe have found. All 1 
can say is that we have extremety good 
data, and we can’t soy whether there is 
or isn't water there." 

But another source said: “The gossip 
is, from the preliminaiy results, the data 
would all be in keeping whfa water. Now 
tfa^ want tile fto^ector to go in closer 
to confirm it - even to crashland.” 


failed to spot Nazi mass killer 


By Imre Karacs in Bonn 


A 78-YEAR OLD convicted 
warcriminalwhohadbeenliv- 
uigquietty in the south German 
city of Stuttgart, was arrested 
yesterday and charged with the 
muideis of 70,000 people dur- 
ing the Second World He 

bad previously been questioned 
by Srotland Yard. 

Alfons Gfitzfried, Mio pros- 
ecutors say has admitted to 
shooting SOO men, women and 
childrea with Us own bonds at 
a Polish concentration camp, 
wasa lonHnnldiigoifficerin the 


Nazi security police, and had . 
previously worked for the 
Gestapo. 

Evra by the standards of 
mass-murderers, his alleged 
crimes seem extraordinary. The 
prosecutors believe he was a key 
player in the notoribus “Oper- 
atioo Harvest festival", a blood- 
bath that went on for two days 
at the M^danek eonceutration 
cam p, in eastern . Poland, in 
Noveoiber 1943. It was hoe that 
Gdtzfried credited hitoself vritfa 
the SOO shootings. Altogether, 
he Is said to have played a role 
in tbennirderofTOJXlOcivilJaos 


in Poland and Ukraine in 1942 
and 43. An estimated 360,000 
people, mostty Jews, perished at 
Majdanek. 

According to German 
records of war c riminals, 

' GStz&icd had served in the SS, 
and was a member of staff on 
the Calldan Security Police 
Command in Lublin. "He was 
no leacfing ligbL” commented 
WQli Dressen, head of Ger- 
matty*s central archives. 

Details of Gotzhoed’s life af- 
ter the war are sketdiy. In tbe 
1950s, be is reported to tiave 


by the British authorities. The 
Soviet authorities put him on tri- 
al and imprisoned him. He 
sensed part of his sentence in a 
foz^ labour camp in SiTrerfo. 

He vhs ^ea Genonn na- 
tionality in 199L Last yeu he 
was call^ as a wTtnea to the na- 
tional war crimes cemxe in 
Dortmund. It was while beii^ 
question^ tbae that Gotafried 
is said to have confessed to the 
"Harvest FestivalT massacre 
and other He applied 

for bail after his anesL "Where 
am I suppoted to liin?" he is re- 
filled to have asked. 


Mystery 
as Bfair 
goes 
to Mass 
alone 

Bf Stem D o ggaii, 


TONY BLAIR has been at- 
tent^ Mass on his own at 
WsslmiDSter CaihedraL prompt- 
ingfresh qieculatiott yesterday 
that he might be jaeparing to 
convert to Catholids^ 

. Staff at 10 Downing Street 
masted he did not plan to con- 
vert, allhOu^ tb^ did admit 
that be had been to Mass at the 
catiiedral without his wife and 
their three chOdren. 

The Prime Minister, an An- 
glican, r^Ulariy attends Roman 
Catholic Mass with his family, 
but it was not previousty known 
that he had chosen to worship 
in a Catholic church alone. 

A Downing Street spokes- 
man said: “Though the Prime 
Minister regularty worships at 
a Catholic church with his wife 
and family, be is not converting 
to Catholicism. 

"Tbe onty oocaskm on winch 
he has attended Westminster 
Cathedral alone arose because 
be bad been at a speaking ‘,:n- 
p'gagetnent and his iaimty had at- 
tended church earlier." 

However, the Press Associ- 
ation, which brake the stoiy. 
^id it had spoken to sources 
who said they had seen hfr Blair 
alone in the cathedral, except 
for bodyguards, "on several oc- 
casions" since Qirisunas. 

The news agency said he 
had been seen at the 6pm 
Saturday Mass, which is often 
attended by around 1,000 peo- 
ple. and the Sunday S30pm 
Mass, which attracts up to 700 
worshippers. 

Constitutional experts were 
agreed that there was do legal 
obstade to having a Catholic 
prime minister - even thou^ 
Britain has never had one -and 
that Mr Blair’s role in choosing 
bishops was in his capacity as 
prime ministeT and not in a per- 
sonal capacity. 

Obstacles, however, mi^t be 
presented tty other Catholic 
worshippers opposed to his 
stance on abortion. 

Phyllis Bowman, a founder 
of the Society for the Hrotectioo 
of Unborn OtOdien and herself 
a Catholic, said* “You don't join 
the rugby team if you want to 
play football. 

"Mr Blair has voted in 
favour of abortion 13 times 
since he was voted to I^rliameot 
in 1984. 

‘^His conscieoce is his own 
business but 1 think his atten- 
dance at Mass is faypooritical. 

"If he wants to go to 
Cathoiic Mass he should 
embrace its teachings add 
become a Catholic - and that 
is incompatible vrith his politi- 
cal beliefr." 
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in minutes." 


Apply for an Abbeyloan over the phone and you could have a decision in minutes. A little good news for the front page. For more fA^mnoNAL- 

information, call 0345 57 58 59, quoting reference 7249 (lines are open 8am to 9pm Monday to Friday and 8am to 4pm on Saturday), eecause life's complkaied enough. . 
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EU vote may spell end of beef ban 


By Katherine Butier 

ill Brus:9els 


The lifUng of ibc han on British 
beef exports from Northern 
Ireland was approved yesterday 
by European Union vets in 
Brussels. 

By a majority vote they en- 
dorsed Briiisb plans to end the 
trade blockade in all UK areas 
covered bj' a computerised 
monitoring system fbr oatde. 

It is the firk breakthrough Tor 
farmers since the woiid^dc ex- 


port ban was imposed by the Eu- 
ropean Commission in March 
1996 in response to the spread 
uf mad-cow disease. Labour 
waved order papers when 
li')ny Blair said the first step had 
been taken in lifiiog the ban. 

It was seen as a important po- 
litical victory for the Govern- 
ment. answering claims that 
minisleTN were failing the coun- 
tryside with the fflaArb on Lon- 
don at the weekend. 

Mr Blair used the an- 
nouncement at Rime Minister’s 


questions to turn the tables on 
William Hague, the Ibiy leader, 
who joined the march. “After 
years of ConservativB failure 
there is at last some light at the 
end of the tunnel 1 can an- 
nounce the report from Brussels 
there has been a majori^ fbr the 
commission proposals.** 

The Prime Minister said the 
final decision would have to 
awail the agriculture council 
chaired by Jack Cunningham, 
Minister of Agriculture. Eu- 
rope's agriculture ministers 


meet on 16 March to consider 
the proposal If asimfde majority 
is in favour, the ban will be lifted 
But when ministers vote a 
week on Monday, only a simple 
majority is required. If yester- 
day's line-up is repeated, the 
proposal will get throi^ 
British officials in Brussels 
said yesterday's result was “a 
good omen**. Germany, which 
has remained resolute in oppo- 
sition to any easing of the em- 
bargo. was never likely to back 
the measure but now appears to 


have only minority supporL 
'The thing we wanted to avoid 
was a simple majoriq^ against the 
proposal and that did not hap- 
pen.*’ said a British source. 

Numbers backing Britain 
have swollen from the point 
some weeks ago when only Ire- 
land and the Netberiaods were 
openly dedaring their support 

Northern Ireland farmers 
havr been especially hard hit 
the ban. despite having the low- 
est incidence of mad-cow 
disease. Under the scheme de- 


veloped the Government and 
backed by the European Com- 
mission, they could resume ex- 
ports from aged 6 to 30 

months, from herds free of the 
disease for at least eight years 
whose identity and movements 
are recorded on a oompuicrised 
data base. Northern Ireland has 

had a computerised cattle-trau- 
iog system for a decade. 

The rest of the LiK will onl>' 
gel a hilly fledged base to be 
combined with cattle passports 
from this month. 

Tribute to 
a knight 
of music 

Lady Solti and her two 
daughters outside 
Westminster Abbey 
yesterday after a tribute to 
the conductor Sir Georg 
Solti who died last year. 

Prince Charles was there 
to hear Dame Kiri Te 
Kanawa sing a Richard 
Strauss aria as musicians 
played some of Soltis 
favourite pieces and Dame 
Diana Rigg read from the 
Book of Revelations. 

In his address, the Dean 
of Westminster, Dr Wesley 
Carr, described Solti as 
'one of the most 
(fistinguished and 
influential muskians of this 
ttntury, a truly 
international figure* 

Photograph: Nicola Kunz 



Child-vaccine setback for worried parents 


By Jeremy Laurance 

Health Editor 


PARENTS demanding single 
vaccines for their children be- 
cause of fears about the safety 
of the combined MMR jab 
against measles mumps and 
rubella are being told that 
stocks are exhausted and there 
are no plans lo prov ide more. 

A study last week which 
suggested a possible link be- 
tween MMR vuccinatioD and 


bowel disease and autism has 
triggered hundreds of calls to 
vaccine-dam:^ support groups. 
Dr Andrew ^bkefield, the d^f 
author of the study, published 
in the Lancet last week, advised 
parents to administer the three 
vaccines one at a (une - with at 
least a year’s gap between eacb 
- to reduce the impact on the 
immune system, although oth-. 
er members of the research 
team said use of the combined 
vaccine should continue. 


Yeslerdt^. F^eurMerieux. 
makers of MMR, said most of 
their measles vaedne was used 
to make the condnned MMR to 
satisfy the worldwide demand 
and they only kept "a few hun- 
dred doses" of die sin^e vac- 
cine. It was currently out of 
stock and new supplia wpuld 
not be available uatitJuae:-" 

I I A spokesman-said over 2SQ :. 
million doses of MMR bad 
been given worldwide over 26 
years. “If there was a problem 


with MMR I think we would be 
aware of it by now." 

Jackie Fletcher of the par- 
ents support group. Jabs, said: 
“We have had hundreds of ealk 
from families reporting dmilar 
proUems linked to MMR vac- 
dnaCton which they had raised 
with their doctors and which bad 
been dismissed ... We are not 
anti-v30cine,.we are anti-dam- 
age. There has been a huge 
question mark over MMR for 
some time and now it is ge tting 


scieiitificieoagiutm.Wh^isthe Ject Pharmaceudeate, a small 
health department playing at?" British biotechnology group, is 
A health department spolms- pioneeiinga new system where 
man said die advice from two ex- powdered drugs are painlessly 
pert committees on vaednation blasted through the skin at su- 
was that even if there was any peisonicqieeds. Patients feel no 
darker from MMR. which they more than a short blast of air. 
did not accept, there was no ev- The technology reoerved a 

idenoe that giving the vaccines huge endorsement yesterday 
separately would be any safer. * when thepharmaceuticabgiant 
■The days when drugs have.to Gimm Wriloome pied^d more 
be adminis tered via a needle than £180m towards research 
and syringe may be numbered, and developmenL 
writes Andrew ^fetes. Powder- Shares surge, page 20 
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F 14 6< 

Cnti 

S 14 61 

Dakar 

C 23 77 

Dirola 

Ih 26 79 

airekni 

S 2J 13 

Faro 

C 30 68 

Fhicicc 

C 12 34 

Fiaaklart 

C 17 63 

Fioekil 

F 21 70 

Baoiia 

C M S7 

■Ikiiltac 

C 17 (3 


Sun & moon 

Son uses . 06 38 
SwsHs 17 48 
UKTiibes 10 37 


Hi^ tides 

AM HT PM HT 
London 0fr24 66 faOO 6S 

Lierpaol 03-47 8 4 I6 t 8 83 

AAjenoiMi 1 1 57 1 1 4 ika 
lUi (4berlDiKt.il 166 7 8 23 33 7.S 
CrKPoO 04 56 3 3 1739 33 
DunUaghan 0433 3.7 I7Q6 U 
Heigni rBasitred m metiK 
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Hama 

C 26 62 

IlHea 

S 27 SI 

RtodtJla 

r 31 66 

BaWaki 

a 0 32 

■ebiMu 

C 23 72 

lt|Bk 

S 20 48 

MialaH 

R 19 46 

■ailM enr S 22 72 

ROM 

F 16 61 

■aaiMa 

0 :7 41 

■knot 

F 20 41 

laUi.t 

e 16 <4 

latiabit 

f n 32 

■Db 

C 12 34 

Baa Fm 

F 12 64 

Jakarta 

C 30 66 

■irebMi 

C 30 66 

taUip 

C 26 79 

JMdak 

S 26 79 

■ainal 

3a 0 32 

Bfoil 

F 12 54 

JitMlaB 

F 13 33 

■ifCIO 

F -2 26 

niiBapifi 

C 32 90 

Ja'kari 

F 23 73 

■nIB 

C 17 63 

Riakkila 

C 1 34 

Baraakl 

R 23 (7 

Halraki 

F 26 62 

amNirg 

C 29 66 

lalkBiiii 

5 21 70 

Baplat 

C 13 69 

BfdHf 

5 30 S6 

Off 

R 6 43 

■Mtia 

S 22 72 

TtlpiJ 

C 22 >2 

naaiiaa 

C 23 64 

laoBaUl 

R 17 S3 

Til Ball 

S 19 66 

Pall LanaiC 34 93 

ItOlrlUB S M 32 

Tfatrtli 

S 26 79 

tai RilBM 

C 24 73 

laorark 

C 9 46 

Takia 

S l6 6i 

uai 

S 30 64 

Him 

F IS 39 

THOBta 

SI 4 39 

Uakia 

C 19 64 

BIcaBa 

F 19 69 

Taala 

9 17 63 

Umtm 

U II 32 

Bala 

F -1 30 

faloKto 

C 20 66 

Uslilflii 

C 16 61 

Pirli 

C 18 94 

FBeaoftr 

C 3 41 

laiirehaira II I3 S3 

Faktai 

R 7 43 

lltiM 

C II 32 

■a4iM 

C 16 61 

Peru 

S 26 s: 

TTtaia 

C 13 39 

■alana 

C II 34 

Pan naalti C I8 44 

VaitH 

C 14 37 

■Ul|l 

F 20 66 

Pngii 

C 16 66 

■Mllaitoi 

C r 46 

■alia 

S l6 61 

layklatlk 

S -9 19 

■«nia|lai 

C IS 64 

■lalla 

F 31 66 

INdB 

9 17 43 

atlek 

C 16 61 



WILLIAM 

HARTSTON 

WEATHER' 

WISE 


Did you see the wind-speed ar- 
rows on yesterday's weather 
map? They seemed to be in a 
state of great confrision. In the 
north (or the “top" of the map. 
as we amateur meteorologists 
call it), eveiything looked in or- 
der. Tliere was a 28mph wind 
blowing southwards down the 
west coast (“left-hand side") of 
Scotland and a 25mph north 
wind blomng down the east 
coast. 

Just above Notthem Ire- 
land, however, the wind veered 


towards England to become 
DortlKwesterly, then turned into 
a pure westerly down the west 
coast of England from the Mid- 
lands to the south-west. 

On the east, however, from 
the south coast to just north of 
East An^ia, we bad a south- 
westedy wind of between 22 and 
25mph. Brit^ in essence, was 
being treated like the ball in a 
game of celestial blow-foot* 
ball with (layers on three of our 
four sides all trying to blow us 
in different directions. 

All this is caused mainly by 
three low-pressure areas that 
have chased each other across 
the Atlantic, with two of them 
ending in a dead-heat almost di- 
rectly above this country. Near 
the centre of a depression, 
winds may flurry in various di- 
remions, making them a less 
useful guide than usual to the 
progress of the weather. 

Generally, however, the 
wind is a good guide to weath- 
er over the British Isles. Here 
is what you should expect for 
various wind directions: 

Westerly, usually brings de- 
pressions across the country; 
mild temperatures but heavy 


rain in winter, cixii and cloud)' 
in summer. 

Northerly. Cold ni uny lime, 
with snow and sleet in winter. 

North-westerly C1iange:ihk:. 
generally cool, but often bright 
ami dry in the south. 

Easterly: Warm in winter, 
cold in winter, often very citld 
in the south and ca.st, with 
snow and ideei. East winds 
bring the driest summers to the 
west of the country. 

Southerly Warm and thun- 
dery in summer, but in winter 
it may be mild and damp (if as- 
sociated with a iow in the .At- 
lantic), or cold and dry (if 
associated with a high in central 
Europe). 

South-westerly mild and 
wet in winter; warm and possi- 
bly rainy in summer. 

Finally, if there's an area of 
high pressure above us, we can 
expect it to bring warm, dry 
weather in summer, with a 
chance of thunderstorms, but in 
winter it will be cold and frosi)’, 
with morning fog. A low-pres- 
sure area. by'conirasL will gen- 
erally bring unsettled 
conditions, with strong winds 
and again a chance of storms. 


New deals. Top specs. Top priority. 


DELL DIMENSION” XPS D233 

• mra nrniui* B ntocBsoR Z3MIHZ 

• INTa440tXA6KEr 

• SUB HIGH PERFOBMANCE SBRAM 

• SI 2KB DmUtAL CACHE 

• 4JG8 AtA-33 HARD DRIVE 

• SnVHOOn AGP VIDEO CARD Wrni4M SRAM 
VKXOKEMomr 

•15' COLOUR SVGA MONITOR 
(0.38 DOT nroi ISJS'VIEWABLE AREA) 
•3PailSR,1Pa/BASHASD 
ANDIAGPEXMNSUNSUnS 

• SKIVE 

- TBMAHA XG SOHWABE WAVETAfiU SOUND 
(VEARStS OmONAq 

• MID-SIZED DESKTOP OIASSIS 

• WINDOWS 95 1 MKROSOFI* 

OfRCE 97 SHAU BUSINESS EDtnOH 


£949 (£ 1 , 150.33 

\ me. DILIVINT L <r.IT 


DEUDIMB1S(0NXP5D266 

• WTH PENTIUM B PBOOSSOR 266MHZ 

• INTR440UA6PSET 

• A4MBSDRAM 

• 512KB INTSHALCAOE 

• 6.4^ HABD DRIVE 

• STB VaOGTT aVBUA AGP VIDEO CARD Wim 
4MB SGKAH VIDEO MBIOKr 

• 17* COLOUR SVGAMONnW 

(0,28 DOT PnOL 15.9” YIEWtBU AREA) 

• 3 KL 1 EI 11 PCI/ISASHA 8 DAND 1 AGPEXFANSHN^ 

• 14/32X CD-ROM DRIVE 

• TAMARA XG SOFTWARE WAVEMBIE SOUND 
(SPEAKERS OmOHAL) 

• MRhSOB) DESKTOP OlASSiS 

• WDDOWS 95 A MKSOSOFT OfflCE 97 
SMALL BUSWESSSmON 


£ 1,149 (£ 1 , 385.33 


INC. stiivtai i va: 


DEU DIMENSION XPS D333 

• HTEL PENnUM i PROCESSOR 33SMHZ 
•BnEL440UA6PSET 

• 64HB SDRAM 

• 51230 IKTaMALCAOS 

• 8.46B HARO DRIVE 

• Sn VBOCm MDIA AGP V1DG0 CARD 
Wim 4HB S6RAM VBEO MMIORr 

• IT* COLOUR SVGA MOMTOR 

((128 DOT PlTOl IS.?* VEWABIE AREA) 

• 3 Pa I EJl 1 Pa/SASHARDAW 1 AfiP EBWEKW S^ 

• I4/X2XCHaMDRniE 

• VAMAHA XG SOnWARE WAVOABLE SOtPD 
(SPEAKERS OPTIONAL) 

•MMTOWBaiASSIS 

• WIWOWS 95 A iuCBOSOFT OWKE 97 
SMALL BUSINESS BHTION 


£ 1,379 (£ 1 , 655.58 

^ INC. f'llVtUC i VIT 


The latesr technology and up-to-the-minute value. Those are our 
top priorities. And that's precisely what our three latest Pentium'* II 
processor-based systems deliver. Read the specifications, then 
call the world's largest direct PC manufacturer” or get online to 
oup website quickly. We can't hold these prices long. 'sourerjoc 
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To order online 24 hours: www.dell.com/uk 
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Altken sells 
country 
home to 

pay his bills 


Sengupta 


nine MONTHS after spec- 

tocuUrly losing his High 
Co^ libel acUon, JonaSn 
^tken IS selling his countiy 

bo^ to pay his legal coas. 

The former defence min- 
per’s wealthy Saudi frieods 
Jaw feDed to pick up the 
£ 1 . 8 m bai incurred in the 
^madon case, accords^ to 
a member of his family. And 
one of the reasons he has re> 
cently taken ^ a job sefling 
‘fteleoommunicatiatts*’ equip- 
inent for GEC-Marcmii is 
that he needs the money. 

The sale of the White 
House in Mr Aitken's fonner 
consthuei^ in Sandwich, 
Kent, is said to be in the 
stages for a figure of about 
£500,000. And there is also a 
possibility, aocordii^ to the 
family member, that the for- 
mer MP may also have to 
his Georgian townhouse in 
Westminster which is smd to 
be worth £I.5m. 

Mr Ait ken hopes his work 
with GEC-Marooni will l ea d 
to other consultancy aoang^ 
meats. The family membCT, 
who does not wish to be 
named, strenuously denied 
that the fonner minigrpr was 
back plying his old trade in 
arms, said: **We know 
Jonathan lied. But it really is 
too much that everything be 
does is viewed with su^fMcion. 
Of course he knows a lot of 
people in the Arab world and 
it is natural that is the area he 
would be concentrating in. 
But it is nonsense to say he 
is selling missiles.’’ 

Mr Ahken bought the 
White House in 1987. The 
large house overiooks the 
Channel and th;^ 

George's ^ffcourse.^^^' ■ " 

Mr Ait^^ ^ ” 


home was a gift to his- wile ' 
Loii^ and difldren from 
his Serbian mother-in-law. 
But dniing the IBgh Court 
case it was dUseovered that foe 
White House was registered 
as owned ty a Fanamanian 
company, Hippw Real Es- 
tate, admi n istered from the 
office of Mark Vere Nicfaoll, 
a lawyn associate of Mr 
.^tken in a company called 
AlE^d. 

The Westminster home 
at Lord North Street is the 
fonner home of Kendan 
Bracken, Winston Cborcfaill’s 
inibrmation chief dhnhg the 
war. Mr Altken took the 10-. 
room bouse in 1959 on a 42- 
yew lease, and bought the 
fie«^ldml96I for£225,0Oa 
The strength of Mr Ait- 
ken's rdatioDShq) with , the 
Saadi Tc^al fami^ is open to 
question. Diplomatic sources 
the Saudis wm grea% 
embarrassed about the dis- 
closnres made (hiring hfr 
Aideen’S court case. 

In the m eantime the Scot- 
land Yard investigation 
launched last August into 
Mr Aitken’s alleg^ pcijuiy 
and attempt to pervert the 
course of jostme still has not 
been comirfeted. Detectives 
have traveled to cany out in- 
quiries in Swit^land and 
Paris. A report is due to be 
presented to the Oown Pros- 
ecution Service within the 
next mondL The fomfly mem- 
ber sai± "This is a terrible 
thing to hang over yon. 
Jonathan is quite. wiOmg to 
talk to the police, but as far 
as I know th^ stft] have Dpt 
bothered to interview him.” 
When approached by The 
JmfqMTidem, Mr Altken sakk 
^ ^ny, I (ia^^tjpeak to 
nowha^ 1 em’t 

. Vi 



JONATHAN AND THE 
young METEORS. 

Mr Aitken’s Imok, the Young 
Meteora. was published in July 
1967. it was ab^ die best and 
the bri^icest of a gene r a t i o n , 
riang effortlessly to claim their 
pbcesa$leada<sofihe 
country. Among those so 
named were Nigel Ljwson, 
David Steel, Roy Hactersley. 
Meivyn Bragg and Vanessa 
Redpvwe. Jwothan saw himstf 
as one of this diie. 


JONATHAN AND 
SADO-MASOCHISM. 
Jonathan had an affair wMi 
a pros ti t u te called Paula 
Strudwick whose expertise 
was sado-masochism, her 
flat was littered with 
whips, chains, nipple 
damps, borafage tapes and 
riding crops. After the 
High Court ftial Ms 
Strudwick ’^whipped and 
tokT* her story to a 
Sunday n ew spaper. 


No place like home: Jonathan Aitken and the house in Sandwich, Kent, which be Is sefling to pay Ids legal easts 


Photomomage: Jonathan Annae 


Misunderstood, or just miscreant? 


JONATHAN AITKEN isa victim of jeal- 
on^. His enemies, , espedally liberal 
male journalists, could not abide the foct 
that be was lidier, more successful and 
better lookiDg than tb^ were, writes Kim 
Sea^qrta. He is a giani brou^t down by 
the Jetting of lesser men. Who so? 

WbD. his mother for a start as wen as a 
number of his more vocal friends like 
cohnnnist Paul Johnson. 

There is, of course, another school 
oftboughtdiatwDuldaignethatthefor- 
mer^ Rj^t Honourable (he was forced 
tn f ftKnqukh that .I nnwthan Ai tkin 

was the author of his own misfortune. 
That he is a pexjurer, that he was pre- 
pared to ask his daughter to lie under 
oath on his behalf that he was a friend 
of a rqiresive regime, and a man with 
seedy sexual tastea 

Whatever the Tcason, Mr Aidcenh fan 
was q>ectaculaT. The one-time Toiy 
gplden boy not onfy had to endure hu- 
milialioir didmiiouf at- the High 
(^ojxrt v4ieq Jiis Jibel casecollapsed, but 


IN THE NEWS 


JONATHAN AITiaN 


DOW faces having to pay a massive £ 1 . 8 m 
legal bin as the price of defeaL What must 
ilk lum is that until his opponents dis- 
covered devKtatii^ evidence to rimw he 
was lying over the paying of a hotel bSl 
at the I^uis Ritz, the case appeared to 
be going broadly in his favour. 

After the &D Mr Aitken kqit a low pro- 
file. Vie went off to America for a boli- 
with his son, started writing a novti 

and (fiafxy Mp»d(>id- Tii1a>Bsrin^ jhisSaifc- 

(fi friends, vriKtm he served df^nt^ for 
mai^yeafs, appear not to have rushed to 
his rescue in his hour of need The for- 
mer minister is having to sell one of Ins 
bimsea He has taka 17 a cnisultaixy wifo 
GEC-Marcooi to seU cnmmmiic^'nns 
equipment in the Middle East, and hopes 
otoer,simnarj(^wffifi^low.. ■ 


Mr Aitken had a moderate^ sne- 
cessful poGfreal career. He had a veiy suc- 
cessful business career, thanks to bis 
teladonsh^ with a number of Saudis, es- 
pecially Rfoce Mohammed Ihhd and 

his secretary Said Ayas. Sadfy for him, 
those two are now involved in High 
Ooun Ktigation over auctions that 
Ayas ill^dly diverted frznds from ac- 
counls in Eogjapd, Ranee, Germany and 
SwitzeriancL 

Mr Aitken has alw^ had a problem 
with honesty, highlighted when he was 
working as a journalisL He passed doe- 
umentsrelatiDg to the Mgerian dnl war 
lo ibe.Stmdi^ Tdegriq^ and Tory MP 
Hngjh Raser, breaking a pnxnise be 
made to General Henry Alemnder, foe- 
man.who gave them to hmL Having be? 


tiayed his benefactor, Aitken iben false- 
Yj accused Mr Fraser of being cespoik- 
siUe for the leaL 

. That Mr Aitken was the true source 
of the leak came out in court when be 
was prosecuted under the Official Secrets 
Act What did not come out was that Mr 
Ahken was atthe time having an affair 
with Mr Eraser’s wife, Antonia. Appar- 
ently this “ double shafting” as one of 
this friends called it, raised him in their 
estimation. He dated Carol Tbalcher be- 
fore abandoning her for other prey. Mis 
T hatcher's dau^ter was hurt, and her 
angry mother made sure the young me- 
teor was not promoted vriiile she was 
Prime hfrnister. 

Mr Aitken went on to have affairs 
with a sexolo^ called Christine 
Pickard, and a two-year liaison with a can 
giri called Paula Strudwick But he sur- 
vived largely untoudied by scandal 
When he began his lirig ari o p he must 
' have scented fresh triunqAs. But his hide 
badrunouL 


JONATHAN AND CAROL 
THATCHER. 

Absohicely no suggestions of 
S&M in this Twson. But 
Jonathan rs said to have treated 
Gu^ (right) with a degree of 
emotional 
harshness 
when he 
dumped her. 

Unfortunately. 

Carol 
Thaicher’s 
mother was 
the Prime 
i^nisoerand 
his boss. Hh 
poOcical 

career stalled for sometime 
after he *Ynade Carol cry”. 



JONATHAN AND 
PAiniES. 


Not the fun ones he had 
vrith Ms Strudvrick, Dr 
Pickard and others. But 
serious polidcai ones he 
hosted at his home in Lord 
NordiStoeet. 
Conservative ideologues 
would gather for dinner 
and put the world to right 
over the brandy and port. 
Mr Aitken also met his 
friends from lite Arab 
world at the house, which 
once belonged to 
Churchillh propi^anda. 
chie( Brendan Bracken. 


New editor 
for ‘World 
in Action’ 






By Rob Brown 

Media Editor 
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WITH AN embarrassing sense 
of tinuDg, Granada Ibleviskm 
announced yesterd^ that the 
edhoT of in Aoion is step- 

ping down - the day after the 
progransne lost a £lm libel case 
a gainst Marks & Spencer. 

But the ^tioa insisted that 
Steve Boulton’s decision to 
leave rrv'sflagshipdoiaimeo- 
tan' had codui% to do wifo what 
happvocd m the QiuiL ‘Tt 
is an unfortunate coinridence 
but it has absolutely no oon- 
nection with that niUng,” said 
Charles Tremayne, controller of 
fuL'iual programnies. 

-We were hoping to hat« a 

planned handover, but someone 
leaked the story to the trade 
pitt» hurt week.” And he a<k^ 
-The programme [which 
pronipied M&S to sue] was ac- 
tually pul to bed by me because 
Slew happened to be on hoU- 
dav that week." ‘ 

‘Mr Trcnuvi^ P^ ^ 
Ihc oulce'ing editoi's ^Nciy sue- 
ecssful four-year run”, the high 
poilrt ofwhich was afemous b- 

M vicioO' the diajraced 

ToiyMP Jonathan Aitken. 

Mr BouUon- is bdng re- 
placed hv Jeff And^n, 
Granada's head of regiooa l 
prty^mimaw and thw isstrong 
that the progmniDe 
«^ ili become more consttm^- 
based. Mr Anderson said: “My 
job is TO widen its appeal whilst 
limping its values iuiacL” 


Mortgage firms drop 
valuation surveys 


ByJeffHoweH 


MORTGAGE leaders are pan- 
ning to drop their requirement 
for valuation surveys. Loans 
would in future be based on an 
applicant’s credit-raxing, with 
only occasional spot checks on 
property values. 

The move, the most radical 
change to property fi na n cing 
si iv» financial deregulation, 
would save homebuyeis an av- 
erage of about £^) 0 . It has 
been prompted by attempts to 
cut the time and costs involved 
in property transactions - the 
valuation survey.adds at least a 
week to the bt^ng process. It 
is also seen as a st^ towards 
Fur opean hannanisatirvn in the 
fifiandal seiviceS SCCtoT - DO 
other European country has a 
^flar home-buying process 
to the UK, or recognises ot- 
vpyjng as a distinct profession. 

According to a repi^ in the 
enixent issucalBuildingEn^ 
neet, mortage lenders, tx>th io- 
dividually and within the 

Ctiuncfl for Mortgage Lenders, 

have been reviewing for some 
rime the-need to commission a 
purveyor’s valuation on every 
property. Untfl recently, build- 
ing societies were required by 
an act of ParUament (The 
Building Sodedes ACL 1986) to 
conunission a t^uation on 
every property used “ ®ec^ 
ty for a mortgage or loan. But 


now that most major building 
Bodeties have become banks, 
they axe nolongBr oUiged to do 
so. 

The Bristol and build- 
ing socie^, now part (rftfaeBaiik 
of Ireland^' has beat rewewing 
its positfon and is hkely to be the 
fri^ to stop CQDmnssi(>ningva]- 
uations. Decisions to lend will 
be based upon the credit-rating 
of ^iplicaats, with addresses 
and codes of propoties be- 

ing used to estimate values. 
Random (Siedcs will be made. 
The otber> major mortgage 


Leading article, 
page IS 


lenders are expected to follow. 

Ian Kenn^, Bristol and 
Wesfs director of operatibiis, 
gaiA “This move would bene- 
fft the consumer by saving them 
around for the valuation 
fee and reduce the time to re- 
ceive a moSrtgage offer.” . 

ArweD Gnffith, of the As- 
socaatkm (>f Bdildfrig Engjneei^ 
who has been mcmitoring the 
proceed changes, said: *TMost 
nvp rtffl ge-lendersfedfriatcjed-' 

ft-saniog techniques aie now SO 
reliable that do not need 
isdividua] valuations for each 
and eveiy ^operty. Some 
lenders are phnnfng to diedt 20 
to 30 per cent of p ropert i es; 
some will dieck one in 10 .” 


The Royal Institution of 
Qmrtered Suiv^ois (RIGS) 
has 94,000 members, some 
10,000 Mwhom are involved in 
residential valuation work. 
Adrian Britton, diiector of pro- 
fessional services at the RZCS, 
said: “Ws would be surprised if 
we see a loss of work; we think 
per^e wHl still want an expert 
r^ion on the condition of the 
property they are buying.” 

At present, though, only one 
boyerinSvep^fortbe more 
eaqmirive hr^ebiiyers' surv^, 
80 per cent relying solely upon 
their-basic mortgage valuation 
report - it is questionable how 
mar? of these wQl pry out for 
' an independent survey if their 
mortgage application has al- 
ready been proved without 
one. 

HomeowDers and sellers 
could forfeit 1 per cent of the 
askmg price of houses if they 
Imsk new contracts derigned to 
ende down on “gazumping” 
and end delays, reports y^cr- 
day sug^sted. The Govetn- 
ment is said to be considering 
plans wfaerd]yvendois and buy 
ea would bare to l^al COD- 

tracu and pm up the moncy’in 
a scheme to accelerate buying, 
deter “frivolous” offers, and 
stop owners selling to a higher 
bidder after initially accepting 
a fowef aSer.The moD^ would 
^ to the otb^r ride if edtiier 
pulled out of the deal. 
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Ted Hughes scores hat-trick of awards 



The Poet Laureate, Tfed Hu^ 
es, yesterday completed an es- 


_^rfinaiycomebw*wiicn^ 

-tyes from Ovid picked up the 


^■^tion to a 
^ and Ihdeppndmt cofr 


In Januaiy, Hughes’^ set of 
fret translations from the 
f^-cennuy Latin poef s Afom- 
morphpses won the £23,000 
Whitbread Book of the Year 
Award and,' before that, the 
Whitbread prize for poetry. 
His wholly unexpected and re- 
vealing sequence Of ^ems 
bifc troubled mairiage to 
the poet ^’da Platfa. BMid^ 
still dominates the hard- 
back bestseller charts. 

The 68 -year-old Hu^es, 
^ lives in Devon, did not ap- 


pear for the awards cer e mony 
at Gddsmiths Hall in tiie 
of LondooL In a statement read 
on his bebal£ be said that be 
“had beep amazed to watdi the 
public life of Thies fiem Ovid* 
. as it progressed firm aamrd to 
award. ”1 don’t know when 
anything 1 mm given me sud> a 
shodc of pure writer’s joy. 

Hu^ies’s friend and pub- 
lisfaer Matthew Evans, the 
efrainnan 6t l^ba & Aber, 
said: “Thd has returned to the 
centre pfthiDgs.” 
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Macintosh PowerBook is now more 

affordable than you thought. 




If you’ve contemplated the idea of a new Macintosh™ PowerBook™ but 
have been holding back because of the cost— think again. Why? Because 
Apple Resellers are now selling the Macintosh PowerBook 1400 from as 
little as £999 ex.VAT (£1173.83 inc. VAT). 


But if you thought this 
price tag just bought 
you a basic system, 
nothing could be 
further from the truth. 
The PowerBook 1400 comes with 16MB of RAM and a feisty 
l66Mhz PowerPC™ 603e processor. For multimedia and 
presentations, there’s an 8x-speed CD-ROM drive, 11.3-inch 
colour display and built-in sound. And to keep you connected, 
networking capabilities are built-in as standard. 

Add to this, the fact that the PowerBook 1400 comes with 
ClarisWorks™and the Apple Internet Assistant— and you’ve got 
a system that's ready-to-use from the moment you open up 
the box. 

So if you think the Apple PowerBook 1400 is right for 
you call your nearest Apple Authorised Reseller today. 



Authorised Reseller 




To buy one of ±e latest Macmtosh PowerBook range, call your local Apple Reseller 

Tbwn/City 

Reseller 

Telephone No 

Aberdeen 

Scotsys Computer Systems 

01224 873737 

Alfreton, Nr Deity 

Gordon Plarwood Computers Ltd 

01773836781 

Barnsley 

. FH Brown Wc 

01226 777110 

Bellshill 

Scotsys Computer Systems 

.01698 846001 

Birmingham 

PCM Ibchnofogies Ltd 

0121 385 0191 

Burnley 

F H Brown Pic 

01282 833357 

Cambridge 

AppieCencre Cambridge 

01223 247111 

Cambridge 

ME Electronics 

01223 350216 

Canterbury 

First Temptation Computers Ltd 

01227 764455 

Carshalton, London 

Macline 

0181 4011111 

Cheltenham 

Grabt Digital Tbchnologies Ltd 

01242 245005 

Edinbuigh 

Scotsys Computer Systems 

0131557 5995 

Glasgow 

PCM Technologies Ltd 

0141 943 0566 

Glasgow 

Scotsys Computer Systems 

0141 339 9627 

Hampton HiU, London 

Computercare 

01819433922 

Leeds 

Computercare 

0113 242 0601 

London, E15 

PCM Technologtes Ltd 

0181 5194497 

London, N7 

MR Systems . 

0171700 2121 

London, NW4 

AppleCentre Chromasonic 

0181 2(B 8989 

London, NWIO 

SRS Systems Lid 

0800731 6198 

London, SWIV 

Trams Pic 

0171 544 1222 

London, WIO 

London Graphic Systems 

0181 9649772 

London, W1 

Micro Anvika Ltd 

01716362547 

London, WI4 

Tasha Computers 

01716029444 

London, WIN 

Albion Computers Pic 

0171323*0220 

London 

Camelot 

0171 3832727 

London 

Computer ^^house Ltd 

0181 400 1234 

London 

MacT^^house 

0800 181 332 

London 

Mygate Ud 

0800 018 9092 

London 

The Mac Zone 

0800 393696 

M^hester 

FHBrxjwnPic 

0161 661 1099 

Milton Keynes 

Orchard Computir^ Ltd 

01908 640313 

Nottingham 

Jigsaw Systems Ltd 

0115916 5599 

Oxford 

ME Eleccrorucs 

01865728700 

Reading 

ME Electronics 

0118 950 05SI 

Reading 

Thames Wley Systems Pic 

0118 950 3500 

Romford 

EuroMac 

01708 479S98 

Slough 

AppIePoini Thames MiUey 

01753 518866 

Telford 

KinetsysLtd 

01952 246111 

Tewkesbury, Gloucestershire 

AT Computers 

01684291112 

Tum^ HilL W^t Sussex 

PCM Technolt^es Ltd 

01342717175 

"Q^rririgion 

AppleCentre Wviii^on 

01925 444499 

\brk 

The Saville Group Ltd 

01904782782 

NJreiand, Dungannon 

Office Overload 

01868 7.T732? “ 

Also available at branches of John Lewis department stores. 
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^ Paedophile must 
go, say residents 
of Milton Keynes 

^Gle^Cooper fromWuidswwthPtiSOTinSq)- 

Sociai Affairs Correspondent temberlastyearandr^jstermg 

00 the natioiial paedophile 


MORE tliao 100 angry resi- 
dents of AfiUon Keynes woe ex- 
pected to start a campaign last 
night for~fhe 


ister, Oliver has been bounds 
out of Swindon, London, 
Dubiin, liverpoo] and Man- 
(iieiterriSdifliaslttirahdwore 


dopbhe yqtyrt ntwer to be ghgtftit^lMitwhCTheami^m 


nKwed out of theirarea.* 

They say they are incensed 
that Oliver, jailed for the kDlisg 
of 14-yeai-old Jason Swift is 
having treatment at the medi- 
um secure unit Blenheim 
House, after being hounded 
out of sevBiai towns. 

Thames Valley Police con- 

firmed yesterday that Oliver was 
at Blenheim House cUnic. The 
police and other agencies in 
Milton Keynes want to reasst^ 
the readents and re-emphasise 


given to Mr Oliver and he does 
not present any danger to the 
public.*’ said a ^kesman. 

But residents Harm that the 
.clinic has betrayed them by 
taking ^iver, who is there vol- 
untarily. They say when the unit 
was set up only pet^le de- 
tained under ^ Menial Heal tfa 
Act were to be treated there. 

‘^In my personal view th^ 
are putting money before the 
n^•lfare of the citizens of Mil- 
lOD Keynes," said Steve Cbven- 
iiy. u local councillor. 

Oliver had served eight years 
of a 15-year sentence after be- 
inn convicted of the manslaugh- 

MdBingiS*iJlnaftitineast coulddomi)lthmg.HeBM^ 
Stare lietogrcleaKiJ ject to stamtoiy supeivaion. 


Rrigtrtnn^ sooal Beivmes sem 
waming kttecs to die parents of 
.^,000 chidten in the town. 

. ' AsaxesaUfiedndedupindie 
pG^cefll^fommratfhsforlns 
own pmtectiaD.bnl Sussex Fo- 
Koe e st imated tfaar j t cost the pub- 
lie £50,000-7 i^, per d^ ->to 
keq> him unto kxk and k^. Sex 
offonder treahnent centres re- 
fosed to take him but nenheim 
House, a new ootre agreed. 

“He can walk out whenever 
be likes,” said Roy Copeland, 
wfao has helped organise the 
meeting “Ifs right nezt to a hcfip 
pi ty!- Id two or three minutes 
hecangettoschoolsandnufs- 
eiies if he chooses to do sa We 
want to protect the chfldreo of 
Milton Keynes. It’s not a ques- 
tion of pawing the bucik ~ we 
want the law changed, so there 

are toug}ur sentences and they 
are Impt in more secure places." 

But R^ a dieiapist 
vdio has worked for many years 
with sex offenders warned: 
‘‘Whatever we do to work with 
sex ofiEoidezs people don’t want 
us there. There is a majtt' mis- 
undeistiuidiDg. Robert Olhw 
could live in a bedsit in MQton 
K^es if he wanted and no one 


By Jeremy Uuranee 

Health Editor 


Women ‘bombarded’ 
with fertility drugs 

University of Cambridge, said 
women were rouiinefy given 
10 to 20 injections of differ 
ent drugs to stimulate ovula- 
tion and up to 50 eggs were 

being retrieved. “What do we 

do with 50 eggs? I want four 
or five excellent eggs and ot- 
bjyos. This has got to go- 
“Wb are doing things i 

think we should not be doing. 

In Oldham we used veiy low 
levels of honnpi^ to SQ^ 
late patients. Since rVF 
enread woridwide h*s turned 
Sto a phannaceutical 

sense. Ws can't gojM treating 


tile women seeldng test- 
[aby treatment arebeing 
warded with drugs to 
ilate ovdation,' increas- 
he cost and deterring 
nts, a leading fertility 
isaidyeslcrd^, 
ofessor Robert Edwaids, 
started thefcrtiiijy'rwv- 
>n 20 years ago with the 

of Louise Brown, the 
i‘$ first test-tube baby, 
KHoen were being dos^ 
too nmi^ hormones in 
treatment cycle. 

Mb are seeing evermore 
ic ovarian •stimnlarion 

we should be striving foe 
er forms of treatment. 
:ntly technologies am 
^if!finw ft,vdiidi me a n s w 
fcrShsation is not avafi- 
lo sofficfenl couples. U 
d be made available at 
t cheaper pric^ 
nfe^or Edwards, of pe 


Edwardssaw 
^ to making the 

Mdely available. Over 

20 years. 300,000 IW 
teta^bavibconboiu^ 

wide, but there were ihou- 
samlsiimreKBipte^^'* 

henefit but were demed^t- 

meni because of the cost 
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‘Excludes' Monde© Aspen and Verona. For vehicles produced from Februaiy 2nd 1998. Prices start at £15,495 on the road. Vehicle featured above is Mondeo Chia X. 
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^ I am s^red of going back to 


WOODWARD, ihe 

®PP®®* against 
**®*iJS^ction tomorrow. 

the 2(Vyear_oJd from 

l^iii ttc /ynericaii couni . 
te^ Of emment British neu- 
roloTO and pathologists have 
rondudrf after stuctying the cv^ 
ideoce that she is the victim of 
a miscairiage of justice. 

The British experts are hipK- 
ly cnucal of their US cou^ 
pans, and u n animously agree 
™ Matthew was suffering 
from a three-week-old inhirv. 
and the sUghtest thing could 
have caused it to bleed again". 

ISfoodwaid’s fate - whether 
she is freed to leave the coun- 
tiy or relumed to jail - wiD be 
decided by seven judges at 
Massachusetts Supreme CJourt 
tomorrow. In an intemewwith 
Channel 4*s IXspatches pro- 
gramme, she ‘^Eveiyone 
tells me not to wony. But I am 
scared - 1 am scared of going 
back to jail. My best hope for 

the app^ right now k that t hey 

would say well this was ridicu- 
lous, should never have gone to 
trial, acquit her, let her go. 

“I always tho ught that I 
would be exonerated anyw;^ 
through the trial just by patting 
on a good defence and creating 
a more than reasonable doubt, 
that I would be cleared and 1 
had an these images of walking 
out of the courtroom, you know 
it didn’t quite go to pl an ... 

“1 guess the best 1 can hope 


The waiting is near^ 
over for Louise 
WxxiNAsrd, Ihe nanry 
convicled of 
nnanslau^Tter. Kim 
SengMpta reports 

for at the ^ipeal is that they win 
at least mamtaiw the status 
quo. I jua hope, that thorwont 
won’t reinstate the second de- 
gree. The most I hope for, 1 
guess, is that they will just letro 
it alone and let me go'brane". 

The medical evidence was 
considered for the IXspatches 
programme by a professor of 
aeuFosiizgieiy m Addenbroo&e^ 
Hb^ital, Cambric^ a neuio- 
radiolo^ and neun^tholo- 
gtst from Biemingfaam’s Queen 
EHzabetfa Medical Ceocre, and 
a paediatric pathtdogjst from 
Queen’s Medical Centre in 
Nottingjiam, They decided Ms 
Woodward could not have 
killed Matthew by shaldi^ him 

and hanging hk h^d. 

Professor John mdcard, 
from Addeidnooke’s, sa^ ‘Tfs 
pi^ incontrovertible _ that ft 
was a previous clot" And Dr 
David Fagan, from Notting- 
bam, adds “ 1 think ft’s veiy • 
wonying from thepoint of view 
of neuropathedogy m the States, 

I have to s^. 1 find it incredi- 
ble that an ^parentfy compe- 
tent. neurqpafiiologist. should 
miss somethinglSte diaL" 

'Wxidward’slawyei^ led by 
Bany Scheck. will-a^ the 
Supreme Court to dear her of 


I^Oigig Matthew. If that leqnest 
=iM3^eeiiedAey^ ask 
to coafitm the trial ju(%e's le- 
;4hKrian'of the dtaxge and ac- 
dosqpoi^g 279-day jail 
' s e pt ieo RB . The proseciaion will 
; ^ 'the apical judges to rmn- 
state Ms WbodwaitTs second- 
degree murder convicizon, 
vrindi caizies a U£e sentence. 

Theddenceandtfaeinose- 

miinn min wiHi h ave ?S mimitas 

to piesent their cases. The 
jw^essriO deliver theirveri&et 
*^01 weeks or even months 
time", accordn^ to court ofB- 
cial Liz Feam%. 

Mr Sehedc, ^peaking for the 
first time dxmt the qjpeal.s^ 
"If Louise loses this Ac could 
^>end the rest her life in jail 
and since 1 believe veiy moch 
we have proven fiiat-this is an ■ 
old mjuiy and that die couldn't 
hare done vriat she was accused 
of doing 1 find that iinhnagm- 
able, so ft’s pretty seaxy". 

Woodward say% die has no 
r^rets about still being in the 
l^.Sie continued: "I am land 
of glad inaw^tfaatl didn’t just 
leave court and then get on the 
next jdane and get the hell out 
of America ... because ft makes 
me realise America isn’t all 
bad ... Fve met a lot of nioe peo- 
ple and it’s given me some time 
to get n^self together again." 


Louise Wbodwanfe ‘E v eryone tells me not to worry but I am scared. I am scared of going bade to jaiT 


Phocograph: Jim Bourgmeucers 
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Catholic Damien Trainor shot while having a drink with his friend 


Shockwaves from 
killings rock the 
peace process 


By Oawid McKIttrfck 

Correspondent 


THE Britisb and Lrisb govera- 
ments and local political parties 
yesterday sought to shelter the 
peace process from the shock- 
waves generated by Ibesday's 
night's double killing in Poyntz- 
pass. 

leather they produced waves 
of condemnation which reflected 
Che poignancy of the fact that loy- 
alist eAremists, in their efforts to 
damage the process, bad kilied 
Damien Trainor, a Catholic, and 
Philip Allen, a Protestant, who 
were close personal friends. 
Church leaders also Joined is the 
coodemoing the shootings. 

Unionist and national^ lead- 
ers combined in unusual single- 
ness of purpose in e^^tresarig their 
condemnation, with the Ulster 
Unionist leader, David Trimble, 
and Seamus MalJoo, deputy 
leader of the Social Democratic 
and Labour Party, taking the un- 
common step of visiting the 
homes of the bereaved together. 

MaiQ' took comfisrt in the 
fact that the violence for once 
seemed to lead to a closing of po- 
litical ranks rather ihan a sun- 
dering of relationships. At the 
same time, both the political and 


security worlds are reluctantly 
coming to terms with the fact that 
the violent cap^ilities of those 
opposed to the process is grow- 
ing at a disturbing rate. 

The two killings are be'mg 
laid at the door of the Loyalist 
Volunteer Force, the group 
founded by the assassinated loy- 
alist Billy ^gbU Ttus means the 
LVF has carried out seven killmgs 
since >Ktight's death in late De- 
cember, thus proving itself to be 
a major menace. 

Ota the r^wblican side, mean- 
while, breakaway grou(» have 
also shown an abHity to increase 
their bombing attempts, providing 
fwiberworriesforaJl concerned 
The Taoiseach. Bertie Ahern, 
warned that there would be fur- 
ther attacks, adding: ‘That is the 
bruta! reality of tb^ things." 

Tboy Blair told the Commons: 
‘^V/e can all use the normai and 
right but ritualistic language 
about an evil atroci^ and these 
appaUiog murders and how sense- 
less and wicked they are - and 
they are all of those things. 

"But I think that these two 
men who were murdered last 
night - two friends across the 
community dhnde - in a sense 
^bolised the future in North- 
ern Ireland and those gunmen, in 


the evil atrocity’ they committed, 
they ^rmboUsed the pusL" 

His sentiments were echoed by 
the Catholic Archbishop, Sean 
Brady, who described them as 
killings which bad not just 
claimed two young lives but cut 
to the heart of what the people 
of Northern Ireland held dear, 
and vdiich gave them hope. 

Mr Irimble said after visiting 
the families: "I am ashamed to 
think the perpetrators of this 
deed were ProtestanL They were 
serving no cause and on behalf of 
the Unionisl communi^' 1 repu- 
diate them and I repudiate their 
associates. 

'All they are doing is killing off 
the hope we are trying to engen- 
der. But despite, and mainly be- 
cause of this, we are going to try 
to continue ID do our best to bring 
some political stability." 

Mr Mallon added: "Our pres- 
ence today, viaung these families 
together, b a dear indication to 
the entire community that the 
people who carried out these 
murders win not be allowed to chi- 
ve a wed^ between us." 

Three men were last night be- 
ing questioned about the attack. 
They were detained in die mid- 
Ulster areas several hours after 
the shooting. 



Ph3ip Allen had asked Damien to be his best man Photographs: Pacemaker 



NEC PCs are designed for 
business from just £649 
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ColourMooitor 
(0J7 dot pitch 14* 
viewable) 

I 4 r 32 x CD-ROM Drive 
Desktop Oiessis 
(Mni Tower coition) 

12 MONTHS NEXT 
BUSINESS DAY 
ON-SITE WARRANTY 

£949 

(£1,149.15 >sf) 


Whatever your requirements, from an entry-4evel desktop to a powerful 
workstation, NEC Direct bullds-in great quality and support 
All NEC Direction PCs^- 

• COME WITH 12 MONTHS NEXT BUSINESS DAY ON-SITE WARRANTY 

• are fully upgradable and built to order 

• come with a lifetime of telephone technical support 


NEC Comput«r Systems, a Dhrisien 
of Packard 8eii NEC (GB) Ud 


The right Direction for your Business 



Terrorists laid 
bare by authors 
on the inside 
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THE secret of paramilitaiy or- 
ganisations in Northern Ire- 
land is being blown apart by a 
succession of literary bomb- 

■sbjdJs..- 

AsNoillierhSr^^ peace- 

revistsbui of the i^adou^ an 
unwanted spotlight is being 
siume on the gunmen 1^ the 
publishing indvistiy. 

One by one, reformed ter- 
rorists and secret ^ems who 
were paid to work inside para- 
militaiy groups are going into 
print to describe their cell struc- 
tures, operations and intemal 
politics. 

The pro^wet of lucrative 
royalties has hdped CO ease the 
authors’ fears of retribution 
fitaffl tenorist bit squads. One 
book is already a best-seDer, and 
three more are expected to at- 
tract great interest, not least 
from the terrorists themselves. 

Ibday sees the publication of 
Raymond Giimour’s Dead 
Ground, detailmg his nine years 
masqcieradiag as an IRA ter- 
rorist iriiile working for the 
Royal Ulster Constabulary. 

GOmour joined the INLA at 
16 before switdiing to the ZRA, 
where he became a member of 
the elite Brandyw^ cell inLon- 
dondeny, whose operations he 
constantly thwarted by tqipiog 
off his RUC handler, kxiown 
only as Pete. *Td my time I saved 
hundreds of lives,'’ he said. 

Giimour’s cover was blown 
in 1982 when he told Pete that 
the ERA had taken possession 
of an American beaTy-du^ as- 
sault rifle. It was a fact known 
only to a handful of terrorists 
and Gilmour knew he would be 
exposed. 

When he later admitted to 
his wife, Lorraine, that be was 
an RUC agent, she broke down 
in tears and begged him not to 
pursue his plan of giving su- 
pergrass evidence. 

In 1984, the case against 35 
men implicated by Gilmbur 
ooUapsed in court. Since then be 
has lived in hiding. 


Lucrative royalties 
have eased 
/.informers' fears 
of retribution ■ 
says Ian Burrell 

He still lives “overseas", but 
his wife and family have re- 
turned to Londonderry, un- 
able to take the stress of life on 
the run. 

Another account of life in- 
side the IRA is alreatfy in the 
best-seller's list. In Dead 
Men Martin McGart- 

land recounts how he was re- 
CTuited by the RUC as a Belfast 
teenager. He claims his tip-offs 
saved more than 50 lives. 

When his true identity was 
discovered to 1991 he was tak- 
en to a flat in west Belfast to be 
intenogated and executed, but 
escaped after throwing him- 
self through a third floor win- 
dow. He said: “People are now 
starting to realise that the 
agents woriong inade Northern 
Ireland are the unsung heroes 
and the effect of this is to make 
it more acceptable for people to 
pass infbrmadon about the ter- 
rorists to the police.** 

A different perspective on 
life inside the IRA is eiqpected 
from a forthcoming bookbeing 
prepared by reformed terrorist 
Sean O'CaUaghan, a former 
IRA commander who served 
eight years of two life sen- 
tences for murder. He is now a 
respected commeotator on 
Northern Ireland affairs. 

Meanwhile, disgraced for- 
nwr soldier Brian Nelson is be- 
lieved to be writrag Agent 
Omnge about bis time within the 
Ulster Defence Association. 
Nelson did nothing to stop 
nmiiy terrorist operations and 
in 1992 was jailed for 10 years 
for the murder of ffvc Catholics 
before being released under a 
new identity. 


Ulster 

killings 


FROM FRONT PAGE 
m^ority Protestant. It » free 
of the flags, bunting and slo- 
gans which both decorate and 
deface so many towns and vil- 
lage: tying between loyalist 
Portadown and nationalist 
Newiy it has chosen not to dis- 
play its colours. 

The fact that it has never 
experienced shootings or 
borabin^ meant that yestenlay 
its residents exuded, in addi- 
tion to their griel shock, be- 
wnlderment and disbelief. An 
old man who had just attend- 
ed morning Mass said: “In all 
my years it’s the worst night 1 
ever remember in Poyntz- 
pass.” 

The village's three pubs 
are all Catholic-owned, but all 
have mixed clientele, a fact 
wbkb bolstered the general as- 
sumption that they would not 
be targeted by foyalists. Unlike 
many Belfast pubs which are 
festooned with metal doors, 
cameras and other precau- 
tions. the bar had no security; 
all the gurunen had to do was 
tuna the handle and walk in. 

The gunmen arc today 
probably celebrating their 
achievement of adding two 
more names to the list of the 
dead. They w'lll congratulate 
themselves on having idUed 
Damien, because he was a 
Catholic. 

They will be less happy 
about IdUing Philip because be 
was a Protestant, but will con- 
sole themselves with the 
thought that be brought it op 
himself by drinking in a 
Catholic-owned bar with a 
Catfaolicfriend. “He shouldn't 
have been there," a lityaiiA 
source once explained about a 
past shooting. "He shouldn't 
have been mudog like that" 
In the village everyone 
hoped that community rela- 
tions would survive the killings, 
and many hoped the peace 
process would bring an end to 
such murder. 

Great cffbru; will clearly be 
made to achieve this, but the 
brutal fact is that the .Alien and 
Trainor fomilies will now nev- 
er know peare. and that the vil- 
lage will be indelibly stained 
with the blood of iwo friends. 


Philanthropist wins cash prize 


THE WORLDS laigest annual 
cash award outside the sporting 
arena, the Templeton P^ for 
Progress in Religion, has been 
won by Sir Sigmund Sternberg, 
a philanthropist and business- 
mail. 

Sir Sigmund (right), who 
made his fortune throu^ met- 
al trading and real estate, is 
chainnan of the Executive 
Committee of the Internation- 
al Coimdl of Christians and 
Jews. He has w^n £750,000 - 
more than the Nobel lYire - for 
his work in “advancing the 


world's understanding of God 
and/or spirituality”. 

Through his work at the 
ICO and the Stembeig Centre 
for Judaism in London. Sir Sig- 
mund. 76, has worked to pro- 
mote co-operation, harmony 
and anderstaading among the 
world's religions. He said yes- 
terday that he was humbled by 
the award. “Nothing I have 
done, in any sphere, prepared 
me for myself to be the recipi- 
ent of this most prestigious 
and meaningful of prizes. Quite 
the coniraiy.” 



J V 


I v>PJ^J 















7/NEWS 


THE independent 
THURSDAY S MARCH I'jnR • 

7 i 


* GW trains 
are slow 
and late, so 
^ why should 

the bosses 
be making 
millions? 
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4 It used ^ 

to be rj 

known as 
God’s I 

Wonderful ?! 

Railway. 

Now it’s Ij 

among | 

God’s * 

worst ? 


By Randeftp Ramesh 

Tran^jort Corresponden 

HE is the man who derided the 
sell-off of the nation's railw^s 
as a “foU/* . Yetyesterd^ Bri- 
an Scott, the chief executive of 
Great ^festenLwagagieen l^ r 
away from becoming a multi* 
millionaire from the privatisa- 
tion he denounced in 1993. 

Five yeare ago, Mr Scott - 
who has risen from a humble 
station master to head of one 
of Britain's biggest netwoits - 
wrote to the (hen transpoit 
secretaiy. John MacGregor, 
saying: “as an ejqierienced, pro- 
fesrional railway business man- 
ager, I would not put my mon^ 
into a train-operating compa- 
ny." 

Fortunately he did not take 
his own advice. FirstBus, a'bus 
and rail group, cooGnned yes- 
terday it was in the “advanced 
stages” of buying up Great ' 
Western, which runs trains from 
London to Wales as weD as com- 
muter services in the north 
west The estimated £20Qm' 
deal, would see Mr Scott’s 
£37,500 investment in 1996 rise 

133 times to £Sm. 

Other directors about to 
board the gravy traor'inchide 
Richard Qeorgc', a 'foriiier 
British Rail vrtio is set 

to make more than £3m from 
an invcstroent of about £4Ck000 
and Mike CarroO, the compa- 
fly’s maike ting dnector, wbo will 
pocket aronnd £2nx from seed 
capital worth less than £30,000. 
If the takeover is approved, sev- 
en GWH directors could 
net more than £10 million be- 
tween them. The deal will not 
impress the train compaiiy*s 
customers. Dubbed “Late West- 


em” by passen^re, neaity 20 
per cent of services are ’*afiS- 
cally”ihtte arid pnnctualjiyisso 
bad that season tideet boldeis 
can nowdaim bade from 
the company. 


also accused the cotapaa^ of 
lengriittiing journey tinitt fay ig> 
to 7 minutes so it can h^rove 
punctuality. One regular trav- 
eller said yesterday; “It used to 
be known as God’s 'Wsndetfdl 
Railway. Now it isamoi^ God’s 
worst” 

Save Our Railways, the rail 
presstmegroty,yester dayw xote 
to both John FTescott, the 
D^ty Prime Miiuster, and 
John QC, the rail regula- 
tor, asking them to block the 
sale and “der^tbis out-of-coo- 
tipl gravy train”. 

Jonathan Bray, SoR’s cauh 
paign director, sai± “Hains 
are now slower,' jater and more 
complained. about than under, 
public ovmeish^ in the 
cra^woild of piivalisatiOD this 

meang thff mwna ggment wni hft 

rewarded with a public^sub- 
sitfised, multi-milta'on pound 
pay-off.” 

Local Labour MPs have also 
voioed di^ oonceins. Dr Doug 
Ncysmith, LaboirMPforE^ 
tol North West, criticised the 
pdbible sde and described tter 
Great Western sen^ in leoent 
weeks as “uttei^ appalling”. 

The deal, wfaidi would see 
FirstBus up its stake from 24.5 
per cent, is far from complete. 
John O’Brien, tire franchising 
director, who sold off tiie rail- 
ways, could put pey to any buy- 
ouL A source dose to Mr 
O’Brien said that the key to any 
charts in the ownership was 
“bow would the passenger 
benefit”. 


All aboanfc < rir ector s Brian Scott (tbp) and Wdiani .George are set to become wa ald iy. But the modem Great Waeeeni falls wefl abort of the standards 
set fay It* namesake in the 1930* and IMOs when the preservod locomotive Defiant headed the express trakis Main photograph: David Ashdown 


Cellnet Traffic Line 
teiis you when 

there’s traffic ahead 

(Sorry Damon, it oniy works on roods.) 


Hasty BR sale cost 
taxpayers millions 


the last Ibiy Government’s 
eagerness to sell off British 
Rail's operations as quickly as 
possible cost taxpayers hunr 
dreds of millions of poun^ a 
ix'poil by the National Audit of-^ 
ficL* revved yesterday. 

The Department of Trans- 
pon received £1.8 bOlion from 
the saL’ of the three rolling 
leasing companies. Yet within 
monlbs they were re-sold for a 
lotal of £3..65 billioii in deals 
which made muld-ouUionaires 
of some managers, writes Kan- 
deep Ramesh, 'BaiiqMit Cor- 

respondeoL 

The firet sale - of Porter- 
brook leasing in 1996 to ff- 

unt Stagecoach - came just 7 
nwnths after it was privatised. 


The deal made Porterbiook’s 
managing (firectOT Sandy An- 
derson more than £33 m . 

According to the NAO re- 
port; *TIhe speed with which 
such agniSc8D|l gntn* were n- 
alised were nxmwial”. The last 
administration also vetoed any 
'*{xofit ta^f that could have seen 
any qnick gaiTtg returned to 
the taxpayer. 

The report also highlights 

concerns that under the oirrent 

framework, no new trains can 
easily be rented. 

“The Franchiang directo 

has serious concerns that Wd- 
ders for new franchises wfll 
have little alternative but to 
the majority of the eiisi- 

ingsto(kmuse.”tfaeiq)OitssQfS. 
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Whips pressure MPs to block vitamin inquiry 


By Anthony Bevins 

Polibcal Ed'iiif 


GOVERNMENT whips are ridune 
u Commons row - and a possible 
charge of comcmpl of Parliaraeot - 
bv pulling backdoor pressure on 
labour MPs lo block a select com- 
mince inquii>' into Vitamin B6. 

The IndiTKiiiitni reported on 
'Tbesduy that the agriculture com- 
mittee had forinally decided tu in- 
vvstigaie controversial govemiDent 
plans to curb the sale ofVitamiQ Bh. 


But at a private meeting of the 
committee on 'lUesday morning, 
that decision was re-opened by 
Peter Lu£T« the Conservative chair- 
man. The Jndqxndem has been 
told that some of the Labour MPs 
on the committee protested tliai the 
inquiry decision bad been taken in 
their absence, and the queistion is to 
be discussed again next lUesday. 

Mr Luff U)ld the PA news agency 
on 'Ibesday night: “We have not tak- 
en a decitioa yeu but it’s under con- 
sideration by the committee.” 


In fact, a decision had been tak- 
en, but it had been decided to 
reconsider n following the Labour 
protesL 

Any hint of pressure from the 
whips is bound to backfire, and It is 
now e:q3ec^ that the inquiry will 
be given the go-ahead next week. If 
the Labour majority was mobilised 
to vote down the ioquixy, it is pos- 
sible that a forma] complaint w^d 
be made about wh^ pfBssuie to the 
Commons Committee on Standards 
and Privileges. 


The last time a g ov ernm ent why 
put pressure on a Commons select 
comnuttee was in October 19H 
when David Willetts; the fbnner 'fory 
whip, was alleged to have brought 
improper {Messore to bear on an in- 
vestigation into Neil Hamilton and 
the casb-for-questions affair. In 
December 19^, Mr Willetts was 
censured for discus^g the work of 
the committee with its chairmao. 

Under government proposais, 
over-the-counter B6 sales of more 

than 10 milligramg a Hay will be re- 


stricted lo F^tarmades and any dos- 
es ovei*S0mg a day will have to be 
prescribed ty a doctor. 

Marion Altefl, dtaowDOian of the 
National Assodation of Health 
Stores, said yesterday that the agri- 
culture committee should resist par- 
ly pressure to abandon its inquiry. 

“The inquiry would examine 
Vitamin taken mfllions of 

Britons in doses up to 200mg daily, 
is under threau” said. 

“Since the Government 

announced proposals to restrict its 


free sale to just lOmgr MPs have 
received more than 100,000 protest 
letters and a report from .200 doc- 
tors and scientists rejecting the de- 
cision as ‘a wholly inadequate 
coDsidciation of the scientific data . 

A Minisliy of ./^ricuUurc 
spokesman said ministers had 
received 1 1 M protest letters, and 
1,300 Ictieis paued on by MPs. 

Many of the letters have been 
sent in standard fonnat, which in- 
cludes the sentence, “Along with 
mai^ thousands of other consumers. 


Ituke lOOcngofV'iiaminBfHinadai- 

ly basis to help maintain my gener- 
al health ami U> ease the discomfi»ri 
of prc-nicnstrual tension.*" Many 
such leUere. it was said. h.id been 
signed by men. 

The ministry said ilw GoN'Crn- 
mcniwasa«^tngon advice from the 
Ctommitice on Taticily, that brge 
doses could damage pct»plcV health. 
The spokesman said the nwiroum 
daily dose permitted in other Hu- 
ropcan Union member states w;is 
- as wa.s the ease in Germany. 




Crash 
pilots’ 
families 
lose fight 


The families of two helicopter 
pihvs yesterday Failed in their 
ailempi to gel u select com- 
mitlee investigation into the 
Chinook crash on the Mull of 
Kintyre in which 25 intelligence 
otficers were Idiied. writes Col- 
in Brown. 

Bruce George, the Labour 
chairman of the Commons se- 
lect commUtce on defence, 
mude it clear at the start of its 
hearing that the committee 
could not act as a substitute 
court of appeal over the find- 
ings i>f an aeddeat investigation 
which found the two pilots, 
who died in the crash, guilty of 
grc.-iK negligence. Hie families 
of the piloL« bav’e been fighting 
for their names to be cleared, 
claiming that the pilots may 
have switched off a hi-tech on- 
board computer system be- 
cause th^ were worried about 
its performaDce. 

John Reid, minister of de- 
fence, said he bad looked again 
at all the evidence over the past 
48 hours with “oompassioQate 
eye” and had found nothing to 
challenge the inquiry findings. 
He stressed that be would be 
prepared to look at any new ev- 
idence. 

He was dtalieogcd over the 
reliability of the cooipuier 
lem by Menzies QimpbclLJ^. 
breral Dcmocrot ^kesmaa'"'' 
on defence, and Crispin Blunt, 
a former adviser to the ex-Tbiy 
defence secretary Malcolm 
Rifidnd.whowns in office at the 
lime of the crash. 

Mr Blunt raised serious 
questions about the reliability 
of the computer systeot. code- 
named EADEC raised by a for- 
mer test piloL Squadron Leader 
Robert Burke. The defence 
minister said there was no 
nxx>rd of an>' incidents being re- 
ported by Squadron Leader 
Burke. 



Nuclear 
subs may 
end up 
on land 
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Nobhies here: George MeWy ^teer receMng a special li fe ti me aehievi ef neiTt award y este rday for his contribution to fan. The TI-year^oM singervm honoured during Che I2di BT 
British Jaa Awards. The singer and writer said: *Pm delighted, jazz was my first love * thoii^ I do feel Rke Tm getting the award just for being oldT Pboto^'aph: Rose 


Software that has ’millennium bug’ still on sale 


By ^Crithony B^9iffir 

Political Editor 


COMPUTER ^isms rhat wiD 
crash at the end of next year are 
still being sold by manufactur- 
er and retailers, the books 
warned yesterday. 

The British Bankers' Asso- 
ciation. which represents 300 
banks from 60 countries oper- 
ating in Britain, told the Com- 
mons Science and Technology 
Committee that banks were 
spending about £lbn tackling 
the “milleanium bug”. 


Ihe “bug" psobleai is caused 
by computers that have not 
been programmed to recog- 
nised the two-digit year 00 as 
2000, butwOl revert to 1900. Be- 
cause many programs are 
“buried", and because many 
networks are inter-dependent, 
any ^em breakdowns could 
creato ujilmowD domino effects, 
In evidence to the select 
committee yesterday, officials 
from the Health and SafeQr 
Executive said there was no ma- 
jor hazard risk from ai^ of the 
critical areas for which they 


were responsible - nuclear, 
chemical, offshore oil, mines 
and railw^ But the banks ^>< 
peared much mtxe concern^ 
about the scale of the com- 
merdal thieaL 

“New ^ems continue tobe 
supplied manufacturers and 
Fetters wtiidi are non-com- 
pliant [with 2000],” the associ- 
ation said in written evidence. 
“These indude some which 
may purport to be complianL 
‘At a time when there is pres- 
sure on businesses to act, it is 
vital that those who choose to 


replace thefr luudware mirf 
software are given unandrig^xsus 
compliance information about 
what they are buying as re- 
placements.” 

It then called on the Gov- 
emmem to make it Hlegal to seU 
computer equipment that could 
not cope with the date-change, 
sayiqg: “The ifflmineDce of year 
2000 means that non-comf^ant 
systems supi^ed now ou^t to 
tw declared unfit for their pur- 
pose under the law." 

The association also said it 
was cDocemed that some small- 


'er software houses, which did 
not have the staff to cope with 
remedial worit, would simply 
choose to go out of busing 
rather than face legal Ud>ility. 

As for coatir^eoiy {dans, 
bonks hinted that tb^ could be 
lefr with a pen-and-paper fail- 
safe - whk^ “could be a huge 
operation". They warned: "If 
tte problem is not solved in the 
core national payment systems, 
jt would mean that the vast ma- 
jority of salaries, pensions and 
other direct debits^mnding 
orders would not be paid." 


Atcurzirot lerelsbfbusiness, 
inter-bank payments qrstems 
dealt with the equivalent of a 
year’s national product every six 
days, and any payments break- 
down could trigger a chain re- 
action of business failures. 

Their memorandum said: 
“Banks are co-operating to en- 
sure business customers are 
taking the necessary action be- 
cause they recognise that the 
failure of one bank’s customer 
could disrupt orbring down the 
cuaomeis of other banks, lead- 
ing to losses for all." 


BRITAIN'S old nuclear sub- 
marines may be cut up and 
brought ushoru because the 
Ckn'emment no longer has any 
credible long term plans Vor 
burying highly radioactis’c ma- 
terial deep underjpmukl. mites 
Nicholas Seboon. 

Gcoigc Robertson. Secre- 
tary of State for Defence, an- 
nounced yesterday that the 
Ministry of Defence is consid- 
ering abandoning the medium- 
tcnri strategy of keeping the 
decommissioned submarines 
afloat in Rqyal Navy ck^ckyardsi 

There arc already II of 
them at Oevimport, Plymouth, 
and Rre^tb near Edinburgh, in- 
ciudlng the old Polaris inter- 
condneutal (nissilc vussek. With 
15 nuclear submarines now in 
service, the number of out-of- 
actioa radioaettve hulks s set to 
increase over the years, and the 
two docks will run out of space. 

When nuclear-powered sub- 
marines arc token out of service 
the radioactive fuel rods are tak- 
en out of their rcactmx, triucb 
are then taken to Britoth Nu- 
clear Fhel’s plant at Sellafield. 
Ctimbria. for tong-term storage. 

But pans of the submarines 
are still radioactive, although 
next to no radiation escape Into 
the ou(»de 'world. The MoD 
says they can be kept afloat 
in^fiaitely wirhout any' ri^ 
provided they arc regularly 
inspected and maintained. 

Now it is considering inter- 
im land stor^, which wotdd in- 
volve cutting out the entire 
reactor compaitmeoi and stor- 
ing it ashore in a guarded site. 

The reactor compartments 
would take up less space than 
the submarines and there would 
be no leakage of radioactivity. 
The rest of the vessel would be 
cut up for scrap. Alternatively, 
the MoO might find ocher 
locations to keep them afloat. 
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Pharmed animals 
go to market 


Protfoet Human 
afitfehnxrtita IB 
Un: Hood piasina inaeiD 
^aaklentviclirand 
orifan mfpiarts . . 
Campui; Genzym 
Wna: probably mam. . 
tiiousandsperooat 
AvaUabie: in taman vials 
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assoejtied iMq 


Pharmaceutical firms 
could soon be making a 
fortune from cloning, 
writes Charles Arthur 


IN THE new’ worid of ‘‘pha nnins" -usii^ 
finn «"inmis to produce {Aannaccuti- 

caDy useful jHoducts- there was DO bhis- 

ter in the announcement this week by 
PPLThei^>eutks that 50 cloned sheep 
.could sat^ the £100m worid xnarket fbr 
the Itetor IX bkx>d dotting imtein. 

It is only the start of a bu^ industiy, 
rrMHV> p ncohie the twin technologies 
of genetic en^neering and dotting, 

Where once the most valuable capital 
hem a tedmology company owned was 
a iactoiy, in future it wiQ be a living, 
breathing It will naturally 

generate enough of some valuable 
pxoteiii to make it a belter wage-earner 
th»n any City sCcker. And U won’t even 
demand a con^tany car a big enough 
field with nice grass will suffice. 

But for the oanpanies, defending their 
proper^ - and to extend h - will 

became an ever tagger business. PPL has 
abeadybeendiwartcdinitswishtoiHO- 
dure transgenic ammals which produce 
the far mine valuable Actor VIII clot- 
ting protein. Hiat is used to treat ihema- 
jority crfhaenioffoiliacs (unlike Actor IX, 
wMcb is used to treat those with the rar- 
er fonn, haemophilia B). The world mar- 


ket for Factor VUl is wxmh half a tvllkm 
pounds. But the Scripps Insiiuitc. in La 
JoUa. Califamia, has the patent on thv 
gene that encodes the production of the 
proton. And h bas licensed its use to Bax- 
ter Healthcare and Bayer- but not PPU 

Other companies arc dm'doping pigs 
'(diose organs are coated with hmnan pto- 
teins, so that their kidneys, lungs and 
beam couU be transplanicd into bununs. 
where the numbers on waiting lists typ- 
ically outnumber donors by three Ui one. 

How much could the involuntary or- 
gan dmuxs be worth? Presently there* are 
just 4SJ00Q human transplants unnuallv. 
But there is no official market in orgaus. 
However, a recent estimate l^* umilysLs 
at Salomon Brothers reckoned that if we 
could use pig oigans, they would create 
a $6bn (J^.75 bn) market, in which 
455,0CK) transplants from animaLs would 
be perfoimeiLThai would make each an- 
imal worth just £25JXN) - implying that 
the figures arc probably undurestiniatcs. 

C>Tvcn the chena* between dying and 
peying huge amounts for a organ, rich 
people would surely choose the latter. 

The technology undcriying the im- 
plementation of all these methods, 
though, is cloning. Breeding a transgenic 
animal with another, normal one al«*3> s 
carried the risk that the money -nuiking 
gene would be lost By cloning from the 
embryo or the adult of the traa>genk: an- 
imal - techniques that PPL has demon- 
strated are 10^1)10 - the companies can 
rest assured that their im'csimeni.s will 
continue for genuratiores. 


Blair urged 
to map out 


By Glenda Cooper 

Social Aflairs Correspondent . 

INDUSTRY leaders, equal 
ri^ts campaigners and par- 
ents' groups have joined forces, 
to demand ttet the Aime Mul- 
ister.TBv^ how .the Govct- 
ment's childoare strategy is 
going to be funded. - - 

The Childcare Gioup,n4ach 
includes the Institute Direc- 
tors, the Confederation of 
Brit^ Industry and the Equal 
Opportunities Commissioa, is 
railing on Tbi^ Kair to addr^ 
a series of crucial issues. 

In a letter to the Prime Min- 
isier, the group says the 
points that must be tackled if the 
childcare strategy is to swxeed 
include making public infOT- 
mation about sources of fund- 
ing. They add that the strategy 
should meet the needs of all 
woridng parents with cfaildreD 
up to tte age of 14. 

The -.group «»iis for addi- 
tional tax exemptions for chQd- 
care service **so as to create a • 
level playing field between the 
different forms of childcare 
assistance”. 

TJw Independent has 
launched a campaip for tax al- 
lowances for working motfaeis, 
(Willing on the Oiancellor to hdp 
women to return to work. And 
figures from the Office for Na- 
tional Statistics show there is 
great need. 

'^’ouDg mothers arc more 

likely to woilt than a decade ago, 
says' the statistics office, am- 
firming that women are in- 
creasing their share of the 

labour force. . . 

Economic activity rates for 

women whb children increased 
from 59 per cent in 1987 to 67 
per cent in 1997, while women’s 
Sure of the woridbree rose’ 

from 42 per-cent to44peroent. 
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The number of women with a 
part-time job increased by 
643,000 while full-time women 
woriteis rose by 595^000 over tiw 
decade. 

The Childcare Group is also 
lobt^ing the Gpvernment to 
mwifg sure that emjdoyeis are 
‘iiiUy invotved” in developing 
and delivering the childcarc 
strategy. It says the Government 
should also provide a-summa- 
xy of funds available — for ex- 
ample challenge funds, regkji^ 
development funds, social 
fimds, local authori^ buc^ts. 
e^c^on budgets and private 
ixnrestmenL 

The letter warns that mea- 
suresmust be taken to ensure 
■ projects started can - be sos* 
taindl In the last year, 800 pre- 
schools have closed and a 
further 1,50 b predict th^ may 
dose witlun the next 12 months. 

<^ustain^rili^ is the k^,” 

says Sheila WQd, director of em- 
ployment pod (7 at the Eqnal 
Opportunities C o mmi ssion. 
*-rherecanbetieiygpodpKijcds 
started up but do not have sus- 
tainable funding, particulariy 
in areas where there are low-in- 
come No responable 

parent wants to pnt th^ djild 
tarn diiUcare that fe ixccairia^ 
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Retreat by 
Irvine over 


legal-aid 

cutbacks 


Bjr Jason Bennetto 


THE LORD Chancellor has re- 
Lreated on plans to withdraw le- 
•al aid from almost ail civil 
cases, but anoounced yesterday 
that most disputes involving 
personal injuries arc to be re- 
placed with “no win. no fee’ 
arrangements in court. 

Lord Irvine unveiled pro- 
posals to cut the £1.4bn legal aid 
budget by flOOm a year. Hvtw- 
cu:r. he has postponed a con- 
troversial plan to remove 
financial aid for medical negli- 
gence claims. 

The initiath'es are aimed at 
reducing the expanding Ic^ aid 
biU. while giving people on 
modest incomes who cannot af- 
ford to pay for priv'ate actfon. 
a way of bringing cases to court 

Lawyers yesterday attacked 
the plans to remove legal aid 
from most personal injury cas- 
es - such as those arising from 
caraccideots-aiguing that so 
Heitors may refill to take up 
complex cases io the future be- 
cause of fears that they could 
lose huge sums of money. 

Under the '‘conditional fee’ 
astern lawn.'ers get nothing if 
they lose a case, but can charge 
up to double the fees if they win. 

In the proposals, contained 
in the consultation paper, “Ac- 
cess to Justice with Condition- 
al Fees’, the Lord Chancellor 
intends to replace legal aid 
with “DO win. no fee’ in a num- 
ber of areas by summer. As well 
as car accident cases, they also 
include industrial injuiy or ill- 
ness cases, at^iments over wills, 
bouodaiy and business dis- 
putes. But cases that can be 
shown to have a public interest 
because of the implications for 
other victims may still get tax- 
payers' support. 

Conditional fees were made 
optional for personal injury 


cases in 1995. So far, the Gov- 
ernment said, more than 34,000 
cases have been broughL 

In October, Lord li^e said 
be wanted to “c»:tude most 
claims for money or damages 
from legal aid’ by April, but lob- 
bying Iram lawyers and con- 
sumer groups appears to have 
changed his mind. 

The consultation document 
says that medical negligence cas- 
es will continue to he eli|pble for 
legal aid. at least for the next 
two or three yean, after niiicfa 
the Lord Chancellor is said to 
want it replaced by a “no win, 
no fee" arrangement. 

Legal aid will still he avail- 
able for Eamily and criminal cas- 
es, judicial reviews, problems 
involving housing, and people 
defending claims against them 
for money or damages. 

Yesterday's paper said civil 
and family legal aid had been 
rising at an "unaoceptable rate’ 
tripling over seven years to 
£67Im, while the number of 
people helped has fallen. 

The Law Soriely, which rep- 
resents solicitors, siroogly crit- 
icised the plans to replace legal 
aid for personal injuiy cases. A 
spokesman said: “There are 
many people who will fall 
through the ocl Not ah per- , 
sonal injury cases are straight- 
forward and lawyers may be i 
reluctant to take on complex ' 
ones, or where the damages j 
claimed are very high.” 

The Bar Council, repre- 
senting barristers, welcomed 
the decision to postpone the 
vrithdrawal of le^ aid from 
many cases, but criticised end- 
ing it for personal injuiy cases. 

To force people who have 
bad accidents at woiic, or on the 
road, to fond their claims by ‘no 
win, DO fee' is illogical, unfair 
and premature," said ebainnan 
Heather Hallett QC 





Campus ire at 
tuition fee plan 


Dolce e Gabbana 
put traditional seal 
on Milan collection 


Student leaders dainicd lo Iwvc 
staged the lai?wst campus pn«esi m 
bfetorvjwitcrdavas an laJitnalcd 2 mil- 
lion people boyeinted lectures in 
protest at unnvrsjiy luiiion fees, 
writes Ben Rnsscll. 

The National Union nl Studenw 
said the wnlk-out far csccccdcd ex- 
pectaUons. Means-tests wiikm fees t»F 
£1.000 a year will be chaosed foan CX.v 
tober and student grants will be re- 
placed with gavcmmcnt-hackcd looas. 
The action came two days after the BiU 
to impose tuidon fees suffered twittfe- 
fcats in the Lunds. Avts \olcd dm High 
an amendment w restore student 
grama. David Bliinketi. Eduaitkm Scc- 
rctaiy. has pledged lo iwcriiim the 
amendinems. Student Icadcis have 
blamed the decisum lo ininxluce 
fees for a fall in the number of uni- 
veniity applications this year. 


Fraud-charge man 
to return to UK 


^ Taitnn Bbndiard 

b Milan 



ROTTiamic look: A model wearing a hand-printed gown with matching wrap from 
Dolce e Gabbana1s.(right) aiitemn/winter collectiMi in Milan yesterd^ I’hocographs: AP 


IXAUAN des^eis flew the 
flag at Milan I^hion Week 
yesterday. Dolce e Gabbana's 
floral collection for au- 
tumo/winter ‘98 was inspired 
by a walk tbroi^ a Mediter- 
ranean garden, makmg use of 
some of the countiy's tradi- 
tional handlcrafrs mdoiting 
hand-p^ted fabrics from 
Como, local embroideiy tech- 
niques and SicQiao ^ged 
scarves. 

At a press conference ear- 
lier in the week, Stefano Gab- 
bana took half an hour out of 
his pre-show schedule to talk 
die media Ctnough a small pre- 
view of the new coUecUon. 
"Each shawl takes a week to 
make,’ he assured us. 

The clothes are mostly 
one-ofif pieces, hand-painted 
wifo yellow nuRiosa sprays, 1^ 
dian^as and garden insects. 
Bumble bees buxz around 
the sidzt and a diamante drag- 
on tfy purchases on Che strap 
of a pair of shoes. "This is 
craftsmandiip you can only get 
in Itaty." said Mr Gabbana. 

The coUectioiiwasassm^ 
as we have come to espect 
from one of Italy’s most fa- 
mous foshion exports, with 
bras built into bt^er dress- 
es and painted stretch net 


dresses worn over shiny sitver 
rubber underskirts. 

It is not often you get to 
ask a designer about the wash- 
ing instnictions for their gar- 
ments, but these clothes look 
so fragQe and delicate that the 
question seemed necessary. 
Yes. the pieces can be diy- 
deaned. And even better, the 
gold plastic brocade, one of 
the collection's new addi- 
tions, can be wiped clean. 
Mces range between £1.250 
and £6,000 but the shawls in 
particular, are like heirlooms 
to be passed from generation 
to generation. Although still 
ready-to-wear, this is the dos- 
est Dolce e Gabbana gel to 
haute couture. Madonna, Che 
designers* friend who they 
have dressed for her latest al- 
bum, win no doubt order 
heavily from the collection. 

Earlier in the day, the 
Moschina collection was up- 
beat and assured, with hand- 
crocheted edgings on coats, 
satin striped Yves Saint Lau- 
rent-mspired evening wear 
and the season's inevitable box 
pleat skirts. Since the design- 
er’s death in 1994, the 1^1 
has continued to produce hu- 
morous clothes with slogans 
and logos like 'if you can't be 
elegant, at le^ be extrava- 
ganL" The message yesterday 
was "cream your own destiny.'* 


AN AUSTRALIAN man yesterday 
lost his battle against esaraditioo to 
Britain where he is wanted feir a £2m 
fraud involving diet leu. 

Acer Foster, a former Inver of 
ex-Page Threi- mudel Samantha Fox. 
was ordered by judges in Bruiianc h • 
face Rve counts of fraud brought 
against him by British pK^licc in April. 

He has iWen jailed in several 
countries for producing phoney diet 
leas and pills. After the hearing Mr 
Foster produced a written state- 
ment saying: Tt's like Gal/ipitli all 
over again. *nte British give the or- 
ders and we follow them without con- 
sidering the real risk to life and lindv’ 


Sixth-form grants 


Sixth formers from deprwed back- 
grounds should be entiiled lo "mod- 
est" financial help of about £500 
pounds a year to pay their 
through school or college, a senior 
government advisor said. 

A package of measures was also 
being considered to help leenagccs 
with transport to lessons, Graham 
Lane told MF^. 


A newt idea 


The rare palmate newt and nightin- 
gales in Kent will be among benefi- 
ciaries of £7.83m for MS^Idlife Trusts 
announced at the Heritage Lotieiy 
Fund's special enrironment seminar 
in London, writes Stephen Goodwin. 
Lord Rothsdiild, fund chairman, 
said protecting land was one of the 
most attractive ideas emerging from 
the debate on spehdii^ lottery funds. 


Giant theme park to create 6,500 jobs 


fsTELL/\ 
® /M?TOIS 


PLANS for Britain's hugest 
theme paik were unveiled tod^ 
with the promise of 6,500 new 


Developers want to give mil 
lions of visitois the 21st centu- 


ry’s best "white knuckle’ rides 
in the £500 million paYk 
planned for 800 acres of fann- 


land near the M4 in south 


^es. It would also be the 
world's first all-weather theme 
park, with much of it covered 
by a huge hi-tech membrane. 

A Bristol-based consortium. 
Legend Court Ltd. revealed 


their plan at a gplf dub near the 
proposed site at Magor. just a 
minute's drh« from tbe new 


Severn bridge. 


A retailed planning appli- 
cation will be submitted to 
Newport and Monmouthshire 
CounQ' Borough Councils next 
month. If approverL the park 
would open in summer 2001 for 


an estimated 2.7 million visitors 


a year. 

CouneflJors are concerned 


about the impact of such a 


huge development on nearby 
villages. But the developers 
promised it would be "envi 
ronmenlally friendly", and said 
there would be full coniailtatHXL 
A public inquiiy on the mas- 
sive scheme is expected, possi- 
bly next year, with the final 
decision being taken by Welsh 
Secretary Ron Davies. 


4~4~0 ml cans 


BUY 16 


A compelling story of raurdei; 
passion and the ultimate test 
of parental love 


Renewing your home 
insurance in 
March or April ? 
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If you are 50 
or over, you 
could save 
with Saga, 
caU us NOW 



THV. HOl-me Gl.v\ 
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In Lcj^uivalent to Single can j»rice 83 ^ 

" IP 




You wilt know how 
expensive borne insurance 
con be. Tbaokfrilly, if you 
are aged 50 or over you can 
benefit from Saga Home 
Insurance, a siqierior 
hoosehold insurance that is 
only available to mature, 
responsible per^le like you. 


Insurance cover is 
compi^hensive and 
low cost 


rKRK 24 hour 
domestic emergency 
and helplines 


‘This is fiction as it should be, serious in 
intent and execution and yet gripping and 
deeply satisfying.’ Margaret Forster 


Saga Home Insurance covers 
a wide range of properties 
including Grade I and II 
listed buildings and 
converted barns. 


free pen with 
your quotation 


THRBHIR 


‘A work of exceptional calibre.’ 
Peter Kemp, Sunday Times 


GhtJO'iMENr- G 0 AflAt>^Tg£, 


‘Gripping. So well written that it 
draws you into itself like a dream. 
I urge you to read it.’ 
Michele Roberts, Independent 


Hie Saga Price Proinise 

If you find another 
comparable policy at a lower 
price withi/i 2 months of 
taking out Saga Home 
Insurance, we wiU refund 
you the dilTerence. 


Call us today 

For your free no ■ 
obligation quote simply 
call us on the number 
below. To help u.'^ 
help you. phrase have 
all relcvam details lo 
band when you call. 


SAGA 


0800 
414 525 


INSURANCE SERVICES 


Offer runs from 5.3.98 to 15.3.98 inclusive. 


Prices coirece » time of going to press. Normal on price £1.25. to ewer I8S only. Offer subject to wiftabAy. 
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The House Gun by 
Xadme Gordimer 

Available in bookshops now 
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Thatcher link to 
Chechens will 
embarrass UK 


Bjr StBwe Cl 


looking out over an advefti»ment on the vehide*te side. Their interest had been attracted by pot^ hi«gHn. 

offa met to deal wit* a swpected pared bomb -the second such alert in tjiree days - ^ 


Photograph: Bobb/ Ytp/Reucers 


BARONESS Thatcher will 
host a dinner for the president 
of the breakaway republic of 
Chechnya in London next 
week, in a demoQstiaxive act of 
support which seems likely to 
• irritate and embarrass the Rn- 

eign OfSce in equal measure. 
The British govenuneni has 
kept the Cheebens at arm’s 
length, despite their contin- 
ued proclainations of inde- 
pendence. In Moscow and 
Chechnya, the former prime 
minister remains a name to oMt- 
jure with. 

Aslan Maskhadov wiU have 
no shortage of b^-name sup- 
porters during his time in Lon- 
don. TmwiTi Khan is h«uh»g a 
dinner for the Chechen leader, 
as is the foimer chairman of the 
Conservative Lord Teb- 
bit. Mr Maskhadov’s viat is be- 
ing hosted by Loiti McAlpine, 
businessman and fonner Ibty 
treasurer. Lord McAlpine was 
an important ally of the late Sir 
James Goldsmith, whose 
daughter Jemima is married to 
Khan. 

Lady Thatcher's support for 
Mr Maskhadov is a renoritablc 


Big powers 
• meet to avert 
Kosovo war 


turnaround. During the Soviet 
era, she was the most loyal in- 
ternational supporter ^ the 
then Kremlin Iradcr, Mikhail 
Gorbachev, and was notab^ re- 
luctant to criticise the Soviet use 
of force a^inst the Baltic states 
and in the Caucasus. 

Pan of the explanation for 
her h^-pit>nie sui^iort for Mr 
Maskhadov nuQT lie in her warm 
relationship with Lord 
MacAIpinc. who has become 
the most i^scal supporter in 
Britain of the Chechen cause. 

The Chechen leadership is 
keen to distant itself from in- 
ternational perccplions of law- 
lessness. In what may partly be 
an attempt to gain fhvouraUc 
publici^ ahead of next week’s 
visit, Chechnya yesterday an- 
nounced a reward of $100,000 
(j&i2JXK)) for an^nc hclpuog to 
find the two British aid work- 
ers who were kidnapped in 
Cbcchim last year. Chmilla 
Carr and Jon James. ’The gov- 
ernment appealed to the kid- 
nappers: "If you still have 
honour and conscience, and 
fed any compassion for the 
Chechen people, you must re- 
lease the hostages.” 

Lord McAj^pine'ssuf^xrrt for 


the Chechens is said h\ his 
IHcwb tu he hobed (in :ui ‘‘instant 
affinity” and his liking lor “u vet\' 
impressive people". He vLutej 
Chechnya lust year, and has 
played an ii^uiant mle in tty- 
ing lo establish mvesiment funds 
for Chechnya, where he seem** 
set to hcLvme a key regumal 
pluycr. 

•Analy’sls of Caucasian a(> 
tains that Lord McMpme 
is also interested in the poien- 
lial comnicreia] .spui-olTs in ihc 
region. ‘The muting of an oil 
pipeline thmugh Chechnya 
could have key impIicalionK in 
Ihe years to come. .A new 
Chechen-led invesimeni fund 
wants to raise Sobn (£l.ShbnMor 
the CaucasuLS region. 

Wlien Chcchma dedared m- 
dependence frnm Russui. Pres* 
tdenl ^cNxin launched a hlooih- 
war tigatnsi Ihc rebels. Large 
ports of the rapiuil. Gmzm*. and 
other Chechen towns were de- 
stioyud Tens of thourands died 

A peace agreement left 
Chechnya as u kind of no- 
man Vlnnd. The Russians haw 
panl>’ renounced their ckiim lo 
dominate Chechnya, while siiU 
refusing to acknowledge Chech- 
n)*a a.s an iniernaiional player. 


By Andraw Gumbd 

in Belgrade 



FOREIGN ministers of the six 
Western powers w4io brokered 
the end of the war in Bosnia will 
meet in emeigency session for 
lE the Crsl time in more th^ two , 
years on MoikI^ to discus wt^' 
to avert a major oonffict in 
Kosova Ahriost 30 people died 
in the Albanian-dominated 
ppo^ce in southern Serbia 
over the weekend. . 

On the ministers' agenda wiD 
be the posabHily of leinqioRDg 
full sanctions on Serbia and 
Montenegro, the rump succes- 
sor state to the old Yu^Iavia. 
whose president, Slobodan 
Milosevic, built his career on 
stirring up ethnic tension in 
Kosovo. 

Minificrs from several coun- 
tries have alreac^ made dear that 
they see Mr Milosevic as the 
figure, mid intend to apply all 
% possible pressure on him to re- 
turn loKosuyo at least part of the 
autonomy he toede aw^ in 1^. 

The meeting of die so-called - 
Contact Group, comprising 
Britain. Bonce, Ceimany^ Ita^, 
the United States and Russia, 
will be chaired in Lemdon by 
Robin Cook, the Fbreign Sec- 
retary, who will be in Belgrade 
iiiday for talks on behalf of the 

European Union with Mr M3 ck 
sevic and other Serbian and 
Albanian leaders. 

Spealdiig to reponen in 
Bosnia yesterday, Mr Cook 
warned that the violence m 
Kosovo could “aU too easOy spin 

over” into other Balkan states. 


He said greater autonon^ for 
the province had become a 
matter of urgency. 'Rbstem 
diplomats fear ai^ full-scale re- 
volt fay the Kosovo Albanians, 
who make up 90 per cent of the 
populadon«.C9uJd draw in fel- 

' t^. in M^re.^w 

'and possibfy Alba^ its^‘ 

Bppgovermnent opinion m , 
Bdgrade yestec^ defdored 
die West's a^^ia^t readiness 
to pin blame for the ciiris 
Se^'s should^ nying the 
terrorist threat posed by Al- 
banian separatists diraild not be 
underestimatetl Belgrade s^ 
last weekend's lolling spree by 
Serbian police was lingered by 
an ambuA in which two uni- 
formed officers were inutdered. 
Mr Cook was careful to con- 
demn all violencer “Vfe w31 
not tolerate anybody who uses 
the bomb and bullet rather 
than the ballot box and peaces 
fill political exchange,” he said. 

He was cautious, too, about 
the threat of reimpoaiig sanc- 
rior>i^ pointing out that punitive 
measures against Yugoslavia, 
were stfll in place, denying the 
country access to international 
credit The United States' spe- 
cial envoy to the Balkans, 
Robert Gelbard, was more out- 
qsoken: ‘'You w^ see over tiie 
course of the next several 
some very serious action by 
the United States and our dose 
allies the economy right now 
in the Federal Republic of Yii- 
gr>sipv ifl is dismal ... The ritua- 
tion could become an awfoliot 
worse and we can make it 


worse. 


Prince guilty 
in 'farce* trial 

C^bodia's deposed co-prime 
mmister, Fiinoe Norodom Ra- 
nariddh, was convicted on a 
wreapon&anug^iog charge in a 
trial viewed as legal force but a 
political neoessrQr. Prince Ra- 
naridrjQ^ driven into exile in a 
coup in July by his rival co-pre- 
mier, Hun Sen, was convicted 
m oteentia and senlerioed to five 
years’ jafl. No otiier outcome 
was expected fram tile Sen- 

contToHed court The accusa- 
tions, yesterday's trial and 

ha^ 

^rnotivated'. • 

•— Phnom PSnh 

Annan's maa 

The UN Secretary-General, 
Kofi Arman, is opected to 

name j>n Tnriitm fti plrmnata glwg 

new ^>edal r^rresentative to 
communicate with Iraq. 
Bakash Shah was India's UN 
ambassador until a fewmonths 
and has served in Jqian and 
Malaysia. — Reuters, New York 

Space power 

Hleen.CoIUns, ^erica’s first 
fexnale space buttle pilot, will 
become the first woman in 
charge of a US space misaon at 
a White Ifouse ceremony where 
Besident Bill.Qmton wiffi em- 
phasise' the. impMtance of 
maths and science studies.'- 

■ — ; AR Woshmgton 

Hazy outlook 

The haze that blanketed South- 
East Asia last year is Goming 
!»^in to ffingapore and wiU 
probably be worse; the In- 
donesian land-clearing fires 
that burned out of control for 
several- months, starting last 
July, havealreaifystarted again 
thisyear. — AR SH^gopore . 
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US widens sexual harassment 
law to cover same-sex bullying 


By Mary Dejevricy 

It! Washo^gton 



‘itti 


men buiUed by male col- 
leagues, and women by female 
colleagues, will be able to sue 
under US sexual harassment 
laws if there is a sexual aspert 
10 the bullying, fbUowing a 
landmark judgment handed 
bv the US Supreme Court 
vesicrday. Until now, lower 
courts have rejected “same- 

harasment daims, aiipimg 

Ihat sexual harassment is pos- 
siblc'only between 

The test case was brought ly 

a Louisiana oil worker, Jos^h 

Oncale, who ^vc evidence that 

he was sttbjecied to sexu^ 
taunts, 

threats of tape from Wo su 
petvisort and a fellow TOiter 
employed on an od ng m 

,hcGulfofM«icosevenyears 

ago. 


Mr Oncale said he reported 

the harassmem twice to man- 
agement on the rig, but no ao- 
ri on was taken. 

He resigned after four 

months, dting foars that the ha- 

jassment would escalate into 
rape and sued for sexual ha- 
lakment The thn* def^O 
said what happened on the afl- 
male rig was just horseplay. 

In their unanimons luung 
the Supreme Ctourt justioessaid 
Mr Oncale could pursue hri 
case for sexual harassme^ 
^hougb they cautkmed ttot such 

suits could succeed on^ rf 

^ proof that the diserm^- 

tionw attacks were on 

eeoder, “not merely tmgpd wiffi 

Sffensivesecualcoanowtions . 

*TTmprohibi&nrftor^ 

ment on the bass of seT, 
^ ruled, 

havioursooljjccti^off^ 

as to alter the condmons of the 


victim's enqdqymenL” Any- 
thii^ less, it s^ was bQiODd die 
• leachoftbelaw. 

The Equal Biqdcyment Ad- 
visory . Council, a national 
watchdog, had opposed aiqr 
change, feitrii^ that allowing 
sme-fiex harassment suhscould 
dflute the sgmficaivte of eforms 
brought by women for sexud- 
haiassmenL 

The Supreme Court,' how^ 
ever, tried to preempt such 
critidmi, strctismg that die con- 
text of the aDeged haxammeot 
had to be taken into account *A 
profosskual football player’s 
working environment is not se- 
verely orpervariveb^ abusive, for 
example, if the coach smacks 
him on the buttocks as he heads 
oh to the field - even if the'same 
hesbaviourwould reasonal^ be 
experienced as abusive 1^ the 
coach's secretary (male or fe- • 
male) back at the office." • 
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China s new PM takes 
an axe to mandarins 


By Teresa Pode in F^ng 

CHINA'S annual parliament 
opens today to appoint the 
country & first new prime min- 
huerin in years. 

Zhu Rongji, the top eco- 

iKimic policy-maker, will take 

iner the job with a mandate to 
impose the most sweeping 
structural reotganisatjon of Chi- 
na's over*munned and ineffi- 
cient government bureaueracies 
siniX‘ Deng .Xiaoping launched 
the country on the path of re- 
form two decades ago. 

The Zbu blueprint includes 
abolishing up to a dozen min- 
biries. a clear-out of many se- 
nior ministry officials and 
large-scale lay-oils among ihc 
bloated ranks of cMl servants. 
‘Mr Zhu is puning his reputa- 
tion on the line from the word 
go." said one W^tem diplomat. 

"He wants a more powerful 
and effeclbe government to 


come out of this, it is quite a 
daring thing to do." 

Mr Zhu, 69, has already 
made enemies in hiscunertt job 
as first deputy prime minister in 
diaige of the economy. His aus- 
terity measures since 1993 suc- 
ccs&My brought down inflatiOD 
and curbed excessive spending 
bv frce-whceling provinces, but 
also targeted corruption and the 
interests of local cadres. 

Mr Zbu is widely viewed by 
Western dipfomacs as the most 
able Chinese leader and the 
best -qualified for prime minis- 
ter, although not a political re- 
former. Bui his restructuring is 
set to be imposed just as the 
country 'is facing a new raft of 
economic problems. 

Growth is slowing, unem- 
plo^inent is soaring, foreign in- 
vestment is falling, and c:q>orts 
are suffering because of com- 
petition from neighbouring 
Asian countries whose curren- 


cies have collapsed. Mr Zhu 
must also sort out China's shaky 
domestic state banking ^lem 
which, it was announced at the 
weekend, is to receive a capital 
injection of S32.S billion as fi- 
nancial ballast against an esti- 
mated S200 billion in 

noQ-perfonniDg loans to the 
country’s loss-making state- 
owned enterprises. 

This month's 15-day Na- 
tional People's Congress fNPO 
will formalise the “triuraverate" 
which now runs China and 
which must negotiate solutions 
to all these problems. 

President Jiang Zemin, 71, 
who is also party chief and 
head of the armed forces, will 
retain his position as “primus in- 
ter pares". 

Mr Zbu will replace U Peng, 
69. who must step down after 
two full terms. But Mr Li will 
keep his ranking as the second 
most powerful man in the po- 


litical hierarchy, and is expect- 
ed to take over as ebairmao of 
the NPC, ousting Qiao Shi, the 
party elder who was dumped in 
a power struggle with Mr Jiang 
at the party congress. 

The appointment of Mr Li 
OS NPC bead is the most con- 
troversial because of his role in 
implementing the brutal crack- 
dora 00 the Tiananmen Square 
protestors in June 1989. 

It remains to be seen bow the 
relative power of the three men 
will evoNe in a dosed political 
^tem normally riven by fac- 
tional rivalries. The elevatioa of 
the able Mr Zhu to prime min- 
ister is an obvious t^at to the 
power of Mr Jiang and Mr Li. 

“If Zhu is too successful 
then be clearly becomes a vepr 
big man indeed in Chma." said 
the Western diplomat. 

“it is going to be difficult for 
Mr Li to retain hts Number 2 
positioiL” 
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The revolution 
that leaves the 
people behind 

Teresa Poole finds Tianjin's desperate 
workers searching the streets for survival 


“PEOPLE at our age, we can't 
find jobs We’re finished. Even 
as servants, th^ want younger 
ones,” said Huang U, her hag- 
gard &ce whitened with powder 
and her lips painted red. *Tm 
37.” 

At the municipal job centre 
in Tianjin dty, 75 miles east of 
Peking, the human casualties of 
r hina ’s new industrial revolu- 
tibn queue up in search of a bet- 
ter fiitiire. 

“In n^ family, among my 
brothers and sisters and our 
•wives and husbands, we seven 
have all lost our jobs. We are in 
our late forties. What can we 
do?” one man, dismissed 
by a chemicals factory. “Don’t 
listen to the talk of the leaders, 
th^ are corrupL I was a soldier 
in the past but what do I get 
from the government now?" 

Unemployment in China is 
reaching crisis levels, and much 
worse is yet to come. As the 
ooimtiy’s parliament, the Na- 
tional People's Congress 
(NPC), opens its annual meet- 
ing today ofiQcial delegates from 
around the country are de- 
manriing help ID oopingwith the 
legions of redundmt workers 
back in their home cities, laid- 
off by loss-maldng state facto- 
ries which are no longer being 
balled out bygovenunent funds. 

The question is whether the 
Commuoist party can keep the 
lid on rising sodal pressures in 
the city, where people used to 
be guaranteed work under the 
centrally planned economy. All 
that has changed with the re- 
form of state owned enterpris- 
es. 


jin spill out onto Ihc pave- 
ments, laying out Uieir meagre 
goods to sell. These people are 
ofren deemed in oBkial statis- 
tics as having found re-em- 
ploymcnt. 

One 37-year-oId woman was 
offering cheap tweezers, eye 
pencils and face sponges after 
losing her job with u fridge fac- 
tory. *i sell abinii 10 yuan (75p) 
vrarth a night, from which I gel 
a few yuan proRl. Efoing this is 
my only choice.” 

Next to her stood a 45-year- 
oid woman selling toffee rice 
cakes which she had made uL 
home, and her husband with a 
candy-floss machine on the 
back of his bicycle. They both 
lost their Jobs at Tianjin's Num- 
ber 1 Textile Rtctoiy last year. 
“At first 1 stayed at hc^e for sev- 
eral moDth&" she said. “Then 
a rcIatK’e gave me this idea. 1 
work during the day to osake ihc 
caketi, and slay here until mid- 

*What can we do? 
Don't listen to 
the talk of the leaders, 
they are corrupt' 


night to sell as many us possi- 
ble.” All the profits ^ towards 
paying their child's school fees, 
the couple said. Like most re- 
dundant workers, they received 
DO unemployment benefit. 

The Tianjin government ex- 
pects another 100,000 to join the 
jobless queues this year, and is 
making an effort to organise job 
fairs and retraining opportuni- 


Some 12 million urban state 
workers have already been 
made redundant, and according 
to the government-controUed 
AU-China Eederation of Thide 
Unions, another 8-10 million 
will lose their jobs by 2000. Un- 
der the restructuring of gov- 
ernment ministries to be 
announced today at the NPC, 
about 4 miOioa dvil savants wfll 
also be laid off. This adds up to 
a quarter .of Quoa’s urban 
workforce. 

In the aifing industrial city of 
Tianjin, one in seven industri- 
al workers have aireatfy lost 
their jobs, or “xia gang” 
(stepp^ down from one's post) 
in the new idiom. Their only 
safety net is being aDowed to 
keep their viitually-free hous- 
ing. 

Afta 5pin, when hawkers 
are allowed on the main shop- 
ping streets, the jobless of Tiao- 


Ues. But the demand is over- 
whelming. 

Outside tbc job centre that 
acrowd had started to gath- 
er kmg before the doors opened 
at 9am. Around 15.000 people 
turn up here each week, said 
Zhao Dingcheng. vicc-direclor 
of the centre; this is the rity's 
biggest jobcentre, hut it has an- 
other 1S2 smaller ones. 

Ms Huang stood with her 
middJe-aged friends by a ci.>m- 
I»ny advertising for computer 
programmers and priming ma- 
chine operatr>rs. “I h.ivc no 
skills. I can only do somt hard 
labour woik. I last my job at the 
stale flour depot just over a >vor 
ago," said Ms Huang. She re- 
ceives £3.50 a month from her 
old state danwvi (work unit) in 
unemployment monev, 

“I sell socks, shoe ii»4es. No 
matter how much wc earn ul 
least wc inusi keep going." 
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1 I" **** frame: Senator Ted Kennedy, Mikhail Gorfaechev and Sophia Loren vrere at Time magazine^ 75th 

I nivers Ary gala at New Yorlds Radio City Music HaH. All three have featured on the cover Photograph: AP 

Gulf state’s British 
torture chief moved 


ByRc^rtRsk 

Mrdde East Correspondent 

OFFICIALLY, Ian Henderson 
has lost his job. Aocordnig to the 
Bahrainis, the former British 
Special Branch officer and 
**hero** of the Man Mau war in 
Kenya has been replaced as 
head of the island’s Spedal In- 
telligence Service Sheikh. 
Khaied bln-Mohamed bin- 
Sahnan al-Kbahfa, a nwwwhar of 
the emirate's nilrngfamily’. But 
opposition groups, whose mem- 
bm have suffer^ tmture in the 
cells of Mr Henderson's SIS 
headquarters in Bahrain, have 
their doubts about the an- 
nouncemeoL . 

Rirabuost 10 years, Bahrai- 
ni dissdents, e^pedal^Sm op> 
posickm members demandinga 
return to parliamentary rule, 
have claimed Mr Henderson, a 
Scot largely credited with break- 
ing the Mau Man’s inteUigence 
service, has been in charge of . 
the idantTs torture chambers. 
Their allegation is true. IBs in- 
terpreter - after three decades 
in Bahrain he cannot speak 
Arabic - is a Jordanian army of- 
ficer who has personally 



Out of Africa: Henderson 
at the time of the Mau Mau 


wiuppediateciogadGRa victn^ 
Tto New York-based Human 

Rj^its Watch has reported th^ 
the toe-nails of prisoners have 
been tom oot Electricity has 
also b^ u^ on- Shia pri^ 
testers brought to Mr Hendk- 
son’s offices, although witnesses 
say the finEoo has hiinself riev^ 
er inflicted torture; 

In Britain, Rattraini ogpo- 
nents of die reghne have bm 
demandmg Mr Henderson be 


broiight to trial in London for 
ri^ts abuses, a call supported 
by a number of Labour MPs. 

Britirii fore^ secretaries 
have (fisdaimed any responsi- 
bility for his activities - Mr 
HeiideRoo’swtinBhacvesoixie- 
times been deported to London 
and forbiddeu fimn retarniiig to 
tibeir country of birth, even 
diOD^ they hold fiiD Bahraini 
pasqibits. 

There- are rumours in 
Bahrain that MrHeodeasoD has 
cao^ and has been given a 
golden handshake by the al- 
Kiiaiife family to buy pioperty . 
for his re ti rement in the US. 

- But Bahratni opposition 
leaders^ stiD wonder if the an- 
nouDcemditistnie. Askm^for 
anonymity, one Bahrami critic 
said yestod^ that even if Mr 
Henderson has been fixed from 
bis job as SIS head, he may still 
hdd a poatkm within the al- 
Ehalifa’s personal security ser- 
vice. “We iaxe told he is beix% 
replaced by Khaied Mofaamed 

- but the sheikh .s oot an. rntel- 
li^nce man, just a traffic offi- 
daL the Bahraini sakL T 
suqwdlhis is just a Umd to ease 
the criticism from London.” 


His suspicions can only be re- 
inforced by a statement from 
the Bahraini government that 
Mr Henderson will be kept on 
as an “adviser” to the interior 
ministry. 

Britain appointed him to 
his post in Bahrain jfKiorto the 
enaiiat^siiidqieadeoceiD 1971. 
Hie US has never uttered a 
word of prmest about his pres- 
ence bn die iriand - not least be- 
cause of Bahrain’s role as 
headquarters .to the US Sth 
Fleet in the Gull 

Mansour al-Jamri, a 
spokesman for the “Bahrain 
Freedom Movement” in Lon- ^ 
don, said it made little diSer- 
ence whether Mr Henderson or 
Sheikh Khaied ran the securi- 
ty services so long as Bahrainis 
continued to be imprisoned 
and tortured. we see the 
Dumberof... victims decrease 
... tbat win be a positive sign.” 
Kfr alJamri’sfaihtf, Sbeikfa Ab- 
dul-Amir al^amri, has been in 
jafl on the idand since January 
of 1996. '\^ent protests have 
decreased in recent months - a 
reason, perhaps, for Mr Hen- 
derson’s departure from the 

sis. 


EU envoy to restore Mossad’s tarnished image 


By Pstndc Cockbum 

inJerusatE^n 


IN AN attempt to restore tbe 
image of Mosmd as an effective 
foreign inteUigence organisa- 
lion. the Israeli faime minister, 
Benjamin Netanjkhu, yesterday 
appointed Efiraim Hdevy, a 
diplomat and fbnner intelli- 
gence ofijcial, as its head. 

A failed assassination at- 
tempt in Jordan and a botched 
wire-tapping led Danny Yatom, 
ihc previous head of Mossad, to 
resicn last week. 


Ibe reputation of Mossad, 
previously known for its effec* 
tiveness, also was damage by 
the discov^ that Yehuda GiL 
one of its agents, bad for years 
fabricated a source In the Syr- 
ian government and was pock- 
eting money paid to him. 

Mr Halevy is Israel's 
ambassador to. tbe European 
Union and a former deputy 
head the orgaoisatioo. 

He win have as his own 
deputy. General Amiram 
I^evine, cuxienttyl head of 
Israel's norlhera command, 


which is fighting a low-level 
campaign against HfahoHah 
guesriDas m LtinncfL.Pait of his 
brief wfll be to groom General 
Levine as the nest head of- 
Mossad. 

A motive for appointiiig Mr 
Halevy is that he dose ti« 
with Jordan. Jordan was 
angered by the attempt last 
year by Mossad agents to 
assassinate Khalid Meshal, a 
leader of Hamas, the.Islaiiuc 
militant (xganisatioQ, with poi- 
son gas outside his of^ in Am- 
man, the Jordanian c^ntd. 


King Hussein is believed to 
have considered storming the 

|gr»M>Htin h »«y Tn Amman if Hie 

antidote had not been produced 
by IsraeL Deqrite tbe Meshal 
afEair, Jordan has little alterna- 
tive but to rety on Israel in case 
of a confrontation with Iraq. 

■ President Ezer B frt»mar> has 
been re-elected for a second 
five-year term by the KnesseL 
the Israeli parliament He de- 
feated Shaul Amor, trim stood 
as the representative of Jews 
who came originalty from the 
Middle East, fay 63 votes to 49. 


Ortega sex abuse claims 
leave Nicaraguans reeling 


By Phil Davisen 

Latin America C orrespondent 

he was a geekish, horo-rim- 
spcclacled version of Che Gue- 
vara, a young revohitionajy in 

rcd-and-black silk bandana who 
won the hearts of a generation. 
As leader of the Sandimsia Na- 
tional Uberatioo Fitont (FSLNX 
D:iniel Ortega helped <mt- 
thnw the Nicaragua dfciator, 
AnaSasiu Somoza, in 1979 be- 
fore marching in triumph into 
the capital, Managua. 

How. Nicaraguans are 
ina from allegations that, fr^ 
abound the time of the revohi- 
tion, comandartte Ortega wto 
is sUU loader of thoSandm^a 

party, sosually abused his then 

1 l-vcar-old stepdaughter. 

In one of the biggest news 
sinriis 10 hit the county 
Ihc revolution, the girl 2oa 
incrica Ortega. 30. went 
Julius v«ck wi* somelhi^ titft 
had been rumoured m 



Daniel Ortega: • 

deivstepiiightert'**^ 

Nicaragua for years totto 

comandanie. ^ h^^d 
old fathcr-of-eigh^ bad naa 

-Ever since 1 was 11,*^ 

gjjjpalty abided m a rep^t^ 

manner 

someone wfaade^^^ 

^ as father 
abused bis 


and uncertainties in me from 
the time 1 was a little giri and 
affected the emotional devel- 
qiment of my cfaUdbood and 
adolescence,” she said in a let- 
ter to the media. 

Nicaraguans fastened in 
stunned rilence as it was carried 
repeatedly on radio and televi- 
gnnaatkms.“fooveroonietim 
efiecis of this prolonged ag- 
gression, with aO the harass 
meat, dxreais, press mes and 
tfaatcame with h, has 
not easy.” 

Mr Orte^ and his longtime 
partner, Resario Murillo, the 
^s mother, later appear^ in 
frout of news media to make 
brief statements. eyes rad, 
' file Sandinista leader, now m q>- 
posi rk m , did not' deny the al^ 


IIS pam and sadness”. Rosario 
Murillo, aleading port and for^ 
jner revoloiionaiy, did deiy it, 
however, saying the acc u sa ti on 
was “a total falsebood”^ 


“We are locked, we are 
wounded, we are hurt,” Ms 
Murillo added, stahdh^beside 
Mr Ortega. *niiiis is a man of ir^ 
repioacbable moral quality. 

woaU riie want to destroy 
this synfool of values and coDCt- 
mitment? We have no rancour 
or resentment, we want to re- 
. qxmdointy with lov&Wb want 
to ke^ this a famity matter.” 
Zoflamerica said sbe was 
dropiwig the name Orte^ “for 
ethical reasons” and would use 
her biological father's surname, 
Narvaiez. Jorge Narvaez, long i 
deadfWasmaniedtoMsMuiil- I 
to when th^ were teenagers. 

Nicaraguans debated 
whether foe allegations, or at 
least their tirning, were part of 
a political, compiracy. 

Mr Ortega's leadership of 
the Sandinista party is in ques- 
tion aiMl Us stqidaaghter, also 
a Saiidiiusta, is vice-president of 
a committee charged vrilh 
refofiuiqg'the parly. 
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Inside Baghdad*^ ‘ward of death’ 

Exclusive: Hundreds of cancer-stricken children are dying for lack of drugs to treat their, dis^e. Robert Fisk reports 


DR AU ISMAIL sat in his oIBce, 
siariug in front of him. -When Rusal 
Abbas died two days ago, I came 
h^, dosed the door, sat down and 
cried," he said. “I gave drugs to hiTw 
from my own bands. He was like a 
brother to me. He wasoo^ lOyears 
old. He vzs diagnosed with 
leukaemia three years ago a nd we 
treated him with drugsi be received 
treatment, but it was only partial be- 
cause we lack so many drugs.” 

He blamed the sanctio ns , of 
course, for blocking the medidnes: 
^ be blamed the 1991 war ibr turn- 
ing his paediatric cancer ward into 
a way-station for dying children^for 
the infants who — given their first 
medicines — bleed to death in front 
of the doctors. There isn’t a 
worker at the ai-Mansurwho doesn't 
believe that the VMsfs arsenal in the 
1991 Gulf war did not pensm the land 
in which these children tried to 
90 W up. **In three years, I have seen 
hundreds of children with Iftnirapfnia 
and last year there was a dramatic 
increase,'' Dr Ismail said, ‘^is 
month, we diagnosed. 20 new cases, 
mostly from the south - from Bas- 
ra, Najsariyeh, Kerbala and Najaf. 
It’s mainly caused by radiation.” 

The doctors at the aU Manair hns. 
pital in Baghdad have an odd way of 
expressii^ themselves, a sdeotific- 
emotional grammar. “We have pal- 
liative treatment but not curative 
treatment," the doctor explained to 
me, sighing all the while and still star- 
ing at the window. 

When you walk into the cbDd can- 
cer ward across the hall, you un- 
derstand why. Little Samar Kbdair 
lies in wbal the doctors quite casu- 
ally call the *hvur 1 Oi death”. She is 
only five years i.>l J f Jt looks much 
younger, lying sh:^vclled on her bed, 
her eyes squeezed «^hut with pain, her 
laige, unvrielch’ father - massive in 
bis grey gaUibia robe amid such 
frailty and pain - gently placing a 
damp yellow compress on her face. 
She comes from ai-Yusfia on the 
road to BabyIo». the target of reg- 
ular Allied rakL. :n I'cbruary 1991. 

Samar's father. Jaber, looks poor 
because be is. He spent 15,000 dinars 
to buy cyto-toxins for his dying 
daughter - about £ 6 . but more than 
three months wages for Jaber. **1 sokJ 
my car to buy the medicine for 
her.” he told us quietly. And how 
would he pay for the next dose, we 
asked? "1 will borrow money.” 



Five-yearK>ld teukaemia victim Samar Khdair: H«r fitther spent U, which is equal to three months wages, on cyto^toodns for his dying dau^iter Photcqyaph: Robert Fhh 


Dr Ismail, who is resident doctor in 
the cancer ward, listened in sflence. 
Then he said to us, in En^ish: “I've 
seen these patients' famili es so many 
times. They sell everything in their 
bouse, even their beds - and then 
their child dies anyway 

You canitot move through Bagh- 
dad's “ward of death” without two 
emotions - a deep sense of unease, 
even shame, that “our" 1991 military 
victory over the cruel Saddam may 
well have created this purgatory of 
the innocent by poisoning both the 
air they breathe ^ the land they try 
to grow up in; and a profound ad- 
miration for the dignity of the poor 
Iraqis who sometimes sell their own 
dotbes in a vain effort to save the 
children who die in their arms. • 


Nor can one remain unaffected 
by the bravery of these tiny victims. 
Aii HiUal is years old but 
looks about four, a weird fringe of 
hair across the top of his forehead 
accentuating his baldness. ‘‘Yester- 
day, he had a very severe headache," 
Dr TsHirtti said, smiling at the chDd. 
’‘He was screaming. When I gave him 
an injection between his vertebrae, 
he told me he knew the pain of the 
needle, but that he would be very 
quiet b^use he knows I want what 
is best for him.” 

Ali EGUal was mainourished when 
he was brought here from the town 
of Diala, east of Baghdad, his home 
neA to a broadcasting oansmltter 
and several Cactodes that were heav- 
1^! and repeaierfiy bombed by Alhed 


aircraft in Februaiy, 1991. He is the 

fifth riiilri nf a family that has nn his - 
tory of cancer. “First he had the 
mumps, then he had swelling in 
his chest and. abdomen,” Dr Ismail 
said. “Now the tumour has reached 
his brain. When the conditioa 
reaches this point, the prognosis is 
very poor." 

i^s mother I^dma remembers 
the bombing. “There was a strange 
smell, a burning, cbokii^ smell, 
something like insectidde," she said. 
And 1 wondered, listening to her, 
about those bombs, ^hs she aneiling 
nitrite, which the doctors blaine for 
some of the leukaemias? Or bad 
“we” bombed one of Saddam’s 
chemical warfare plants? 

Latif Abdul Sattai was pla^g 


with a small car when I'caught sight 
of him. Htesnile, beoeatti the dome 
of his baldness, suggested life. Di- 
agnosed with noD-tfodgkin's lym- 
phoma three months ago. he has 
receh^ two <ydes of cyto-fosms. 

the thnd cyde is partial because 
he’s getting only (?dopbo^ph 3 inide 
adriamycin as a subs^te for vin- 
cristine,” Dr kmailsaid. What Latif 
needs is produced by a company in 
Germany called Astra Medi^ “Vik 
received 20 vials of this 10 daysago 
- before that, the patients’ families 
were buying it for 160,000 dinars 
{nmre ihm two year^ saiaiy for maiqr 
Iraqis]. But stiD we can’t get enough. 
Latif needs the treatment as long as 

Dr Ismail cbnttQoeid J& Todnds. 


Youssef Abdul Raouf Mohamed 
fiom Kerbala - dose to DiSitaiy bases 
' bo m bed in. 1991 - has gasfro-in- 

h»aritM>I hfcflHrng. Hfi srill h^hisatrly 

hair and can t^ to his paienis but 
has smaO blood ^ts is his cheeks, 
a sure sign internal bleeding. And 
Dr Is mail is bother^ by a memory. 
“Since the UN embargo, patients of- 
ten die before they can receive in- 
duction treatment," be says. “They 
get thiombocytr^)enia, a severe re- 
duction of blood pikelets. They 
start bleedii^ eveiytriiere. We bad 
another child like Ybussel He was 
called Ahmed Fleah. And after we 
started the cyto-toxin treatment, he 
started bleeding from his mouth, 
eyen.'eais, nose, and tectum. He bled 
to death in two weeks.* 


that came 
th df 
the Yvrar : 

'^RcdiecfcHik ' 


rrnARXED. with a chance 
oonveiratfon with Mortaza 
Saleh. She was wearing a turban 
and had cancer, .^od knowsi 
maybe tile cause is whatever 
bombed us witfa,"^ de smd. ^ 
MuTlsa smoked dgarettes. Her 
sfoiy seemed as ncxmal as h was 

But tiira h turned out tiat her 
husband, a mecfical doctor, had . 
died of prostate cao«%r, and 
three otiierfamihrinembere bad . 
also died erfeanoa, fome no 

histoiy dl the disease at all 
■ i b^an to ask'other Iraqis if 
. thQrlmewof ameer in tbeirftun- . 

or tbo$e of their friends. An 
■ Iriiqx chnl servant was chatting 
•mine inBaghdad one afternoon. 
“h^neigUxMir’s baby is sick,” 
he said. “Her aame is Noor Mo- 
hamed Younis. She is onfy two- 
and-a-half' years old. . My 
neighbour said im knew some- 
thing was wrong when he saw a 
soA of shsni^ gUnnneriog in her - 
eyt". The baby bad the re- 
moved - and they wiU remove 
the other ^ in a few months' 
time. The doctors said if they 
didn‘t do thaL the cancer would 
move to her brain and IdU her 
within a year. The doctors said 
h was b^DSe of the war.” 

Then in Basra, in the poor- 
est part of . town, we asked a 
group of women about the 
heal fo of tiior families. ‘'My kis- 
band has cancu,” one: of them 
saicL' S undos Abdel- Kader, a 
33-year old mother of four, said 
her aunt had just died of cancer. 
*nvo other women interrupted to 
sqy they had young sisters suf- 
fering from cancer. And so it 
went on, in a society where 
merely to admit to cancer in the 
family is icganied as a sodd stig- 
ma. We went to the ho^itals. 
And so the story materialised. 
Why had so mai^ young Iraqis 
- espedaDy children - ^den- 
ly frjlen victini to an explosion 
of leukaemia in the aftermadi of 
the 1991 Gulf ^? 
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The post-industrial home 
of The Full Mont/ is 
carving out a new urban 
landscape, with a series 
of bold developments. 

By Nonie Niesewand 
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Call ME an I 

shots of Sheffield 
in The FuU Monty. Big steel blast fimiaces 
gkwrag while hoL A symphonic s^dine 
of chmmcy slacks and big bellied build- 
iJP daggered against a blue sky. A 

shopping oeniie dripping with 

ones, even if th^ are brash annna^c; 

This little bit of archive shot in 
16mm in the eariy Seventies by James 
Cbulthard, puts a good spin on a mod- 
em aty. R was shown in Sweden and oth- 
er steel-pnxhjdng countries to engniirypff. 
investment and tourism. 

Its use in the film about out-of-worit 
steelmen* which has turned out to be the 
most successful Bndsh film aver is, of 
course, deeply ironic. Sixty thousand 
jobs have been lost in the steel industiy 
alone since the city’s industria] heyday. 

Now the fifth largest dty in Britain, fa- 
mous for havii^ its name on a knife Made, 
is at the cutting edge of deagn Bqi 

this time it will be nothing to do whh man- 
ufacturing and eveiything to do with 
leisure, the industiy of our age. Among 
the most impoitaot of these in a cftywhWi 
was home to the H uman i ^ g i ip and the 
two Cockers, Jarvis and Joe* is the Na- 
tional Centre for Popular Music, which 
its architect* Nigel Coates, lefers to as 
jukebox of pop culture”. 

The £15 million lotteiy-fonded project, 
designed with Doug Branson and with 
acoustics by Philips, will open in Januazy 
1999. Four s tainl ess steel drums are 
themed to tell the stoiy of pop and the 
technology of making music, wiA a shop, 
a cafe and an eathibition ^ce linked by 
a glazed ground level in the core. Above 
each drum, a covd rotates in the wind to 
ventilate them and lemfoice the jukdiox 
feeling. ‘The galleries are all ears, ^es 
and hands-on space. 'Wb want tiie build- . 
ing to reflect t^ but at the same time . 
to catch the spirit of ShefBeltfs industri- 
al landscape,” says Coates. 

A few mmutes’. walk away is the site . 
of the proposed Winter Garden and Mil- 
lennium Gallery, a £120m heart-of-the- 
dty project fin^ced by a £20.Sm ^ant 
from the Millennium Commisaoa, vrith 
mcxicy from the'EU, Eng^Wi Faxtnecsiiips, 
the Government’s Single R^eneiation 
Budget, Sheffield HallamUniveisi^and 
the private sector. The dty council win pro- 
vide the site of its unlo^ “egg bOG^, as 
the town hall extension is known. De- 
signed by Pringle, Richards Shaiiatt on 

a masterplan by Ibny fbirell, designer of 

the MI6 building in London, the conqilcs 
includes an hotel, new coundl offices and 
three public squares. 

If it is granted planning pennisrion, it 
will amount to the biggest orban regen- 
eration programme this century. Count- 
ing against it is the fact that Sheffield 

already has two wen known galleiics • the 

Mappin and the Graves — that don’t at- 
tract enough visitors. 

Sheffield rilvetsinith and steel de- 
signer and manufacturer, David Mellor, 
doesn’t see the point of the new gallery. 
“One and half miles away in the Sheffield 
botanical gardens there is the most mar- 
vellous glass house by Paxton, who built 
the Crystal Palace. It’s been left in ai^ 

palUngdecayandnowhassrtlotteiynion- 
c\- to restore IL So why buDd a rather more 
jicond-rategalleiy so close?" 

Destination Sheffield, the non-proBt- 




The Your drums’ of the 
National Centre for 
Popular Musk (abotve), 
deri g n e d by Nigel 
Coates; The Millennium 
Gallery and Winter 
Garden (left), by Pringle 
Ric ha rd s Sharratt; the 
interactive Football 
World development at 
MeadowhaJl 
Main picture: Nigel Coates 



dt/8 profile, defends the new cc^ex by 

stressing the Continental-s^piaz^ set 
about with scuh>ture. Zn the adjoining in- 
door garden you will st^ inade the tem- 
perate zones erf AnstraHa, South America 

and the Mediterranean. This winter gar- 
den, desigped to cut the dnDy blast of the 

wind wig be a teuiuerate 

zone glass house for eucalyptus, wattle, sa- 
vannah grasses, and nriinosa. ItH be open 
fiom 6pm tin midnigbt arid opensinto the 
^Gnemli^m Galleiy, lit by a vaulted roof. 


Now even sport moves out of real time 
to become as ea^ as strapping on a vir- 
tual reality helmet for a game of football. 
Rxifoall World is planned as a major in- 
teiactive centre at MeadowhaQ to reflect 
Sheffield’s [uvotal role in the history of 
the national game. The oldest dub in the 
world is Sheffidd FC, founded in 1857, 
and the world’s oldest ground at Sandy- 
^te is still home to ifellam FC, Sheffield's 
local rivals. RxrfbaO Wsrid is worfcmg 
dosefywith the specia] policy adviser of 
the Secretary of State for Educatkm-ooe 


of Sheffield's own MPs, Darid Blunkett 
- to bring educational aspects of football 
into the project. A boilding wiD be de- 
veloped in assodation with Meadotriiall 
to bouse the eriiibitions, a new sports, 
leisure, retail and catering outlet. All- 
weather football pitches win be built in 
assodation with FootlxUl World Ihist. 

Every town that ever reinvented itself 
firom an industrial base to a servioe-based 
economy has opted fix* two panacfsas fra- 
recesaon -shopping and qxirL Across the 
dty, there are signs everyvAere of the late 


20th-centuiy leisure dtywhidi Sheffield has 
become: the clubs, pubs and restaurants, 
the dry dd slopes, before moving on to to 
Olynqnc-sized indoor pools, football are- 
nas and sports centres. The escalators of 
the Meadcrwhall shopping centre cany more 
than 30 iriillion visitois ayear. In Europe’s 
laigcst food court, Med Oasis, you can buy 
food from Japanese to Ihx Mcx. 

Now Sheffield is “an up and going 
place." as Coulthard called IL He wants 
to shoot some new footage for a new 
tourist video, made by Destination 


ShefTield. He could start filming at the 
Players' Cife, an old stone schoolhouse, 
which projects live sporting events and pup 
concerts on a two-siorey screen as its cus- 
tomers eat. It was there that the video of 
the FuR Monty was launched last Monday. 

And if the scale and siai of these uue- 
some posl-modeni buildings troubles 
you. why not take the Fiitt Monty coueh 
lour of the unexolic localtous featured in 
the film, from the canal lo (he working 
men's clubs, on offer this nuinth at the 
British Travel Trade Riir? 




Time for millennium man to hang up his chequebook 


£9.99 
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Eric Sorensen was responsible for 
deciding which projects got to share in 
the lottery millions. Then he became 
surplus to requirements 






Cl- 





cttiC SORENSEN, the man 
wiKi handed out £1.25bo of loi- 
U.TV money to build a new 

uniaiii in ^ ^ 

mini, is out of worlL One 

:,inow he was writing cheque 

L nuiubeis in front of him are 
H,;iheloiirty tickets be siai<^ 
iiniislically buy&i 

HchosleftlbeMfllenmim 
r.immission csactly a year m- 
u-r o" titc job. ttat 
all the maasy for the 
Mmenniumptojee^^ 


found Ihe jobless bandfron and 

more lubber-siamping than 
he’d have liked. ^ ^ 

With his love of braiding 
bridges, of London, motor- 

SSd modern arehi^ 

^ng as it isn't a wmdswpt 
^eblockXhehad^ 

about imprwngtiteeo^ 

menL Urban “ 

^ofhisealhusiwiiis^i^J^ 

^^squaicstatopiaz^w 

v^jjjg^um CtonmiissKMi Land- 

ssge 

j(iadrfOThit«ture.Soreii«n 



The Eden Project in St Austell, Cornwall, (lar left) a 
series of biosi^res d e ri g n e d to explore the relationship 
betwe en humans and plants, which is gett i ng £37m from 
the MUIenrrium Commission. The Nationat Space and 
Sd«iee Centre In Lelc^ter (right), benefieiaii 7 of a 
£23*5m grant Phocc^phs: Millennium Commission 


likes “amiable cheeriness". 
Bandsrands, wUage halls, for- 
est discovery centres, rural 


pi yhing fbr lotteiy moo^, got 
fan d t^ B if the q^lxants could 
• rtove they bad the site, pbn- 

^ eVilTc. anAnfintfi. 


nainlenance pfena. ahd an ex- 
ceDcnt management tea^ 
“One of my fevourhes ka lit- 
tle wooden shelter fbr school- 
y4.iidr en to learn about birds on 


redaimed poisoned land at 
D^poham,” says. 

Bufldbgsweren’t judged in 
a beauty cootesL Soreifien'd'o 
fends tte feet that there were 
no axdutects or designers on 
the review board. “If 8 not as if 
we tgooredit, butwe didn’t 9 S- 
teInatic^ go for design coffl- 
petition&.*Feasibility became 
far more upportant 

■At his ferewell party last 
ni^t, hb enlle«g»i^ gave Tim 


of a Psion organiser with the 
countdown to January 2000 in- 
stalled. It was tactful Although 
most of the mou^ has been al- 
ready ^veu out to 18S projects 
aooss the countzy (offierwise 
there would not have, been a 
hope of oonqiletioo ni time for 
the milleiinhim) most of the lot- 
teij^funded Ulvaiks and gyms, 
hcaltb spas and sdence centres 
won't be ready. Hie MiOenni- 
um Commii^ioo’s 50:50 


matched furufing role - half the 
costi of the project must be met 
by sensors, EU or coand] 
funding - was a bureaucratic 
process which delayed con- 
struction. 

“StiD a couple of minioo to 
go," siQS Ridiaird Busby, raiarig 
sponsorship money for the Na- 
tional Space and Sdence Cen- 
tre m Leicester. The total prpjea 
will cost 465m, towards wUeb 
tb^ received £235m from the 


loneiy. 7b date be has a fully oon- 
finned £40m. “Believe me. it’s 
going to happen. We’re nearly 
there.” Bui even if they do break 
ground on Nick Grimshaw’^ 
buOding this autumn, it won’t 
open until February 2001. 

A weakness that this em- 
phasis on dcrigner labels, 
name archhecls, good contents 
arid {danning etqtertisc h^jblights 
is that it deterred the less ex- 
perienced. Deprived communi- 
ties ffidn’t even bother to fntch, 
andthe foneiyfiiodeisaren't al- 
lowed to soUdt fOT business. 

One of Sorensen’s legacies 
to the Millestnhim Corniuission 
is a £70m pot of money which 
wiD be used to encourage some 
of Britain's ethnic communities 
to apply for funds to for their 


own projects. “Not enough," he 

admits. 

"The lottery is a real ofK 
poituniiy to improve the qual- 
ity of life. Wb .should think 
constant^ ^loui making sub- 
stantial differences lo the qual- 
ity of life. Of eounie, 
homelessness, health und edu- 
cation are important, but the 
lottery money was never meant 
lo replace taxation and gov- 
ernment spending." As for the 
other criticism, that loiieiy 
funding is pushing up big build- 
ings like muriiroonis all over the 
country whkh will be diflieult 
to fill and maintain, Sorensen 
says: “1 don't agree. We don't 
spend enough on buildings." 

Nonie Niesewand 
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The face of power 


Machiavelli is cynical bedtime reading for 
the powerful. David Walker wonders if 
he keeps Peter Mandelson awake at night 


MEN are turned on power 
ID a vei>' parttcuiar way, espe- 
cially when the power is of ihe 
political varieQf. They dKesi 
themselves of the capacity lo 
distingubh right and wrong, 
good and bad. This is the nub 
of the political doctrine known 
as Machiavellianism: in the ser- 
vice of the state, anything goes. 

Historians long ago ^reed 
that Niccoid Machiavelli, the 
Renaissance dvil servant, was a 
lot more subtle (and confused ) 
than might be suggested by a 
quick reading of 77te Prince, bis 
cynical bedtime book for the 
powerful. But the label has 
stuck. "Machiavellian" entered 
the language, a ^onym for 
amoral, unthinking service of 
pouer. ie spin-doctoring. 

Which is why a bunch of aca- 
demics at Manchester Metro- 
politan University who are 
Riouming a conference on 
kfachiavelli are playing up the 
New Labour ao^e and tiybg to 
make a connection with the 
roles of Peter Mandelson and 
Charlie Whelan. It's true that 
Tony Blair’s summer retreat 
(Geoffrey Robertson's Tuscan 
viila) is close to Niccold's old 
home in San Casdana high in 
the hilk south of Florence, but 
does the resemblance go any 
further? 

The reason 77ic Prince has 
survived the centuries is that it 
rem ains required reading for 
civil servants, junior ministeis. 
oourdeis, aD those flying near the 
flam e of power. It’s full of mod- 
em-sounding aphorisms, the 
kind of thing you might eaaly 
imagine Peter whispering to 
Tony (or Charlie bawling across 
an of^ to Gordon) “A prudent 
'ruler cannot keep his word, 
when sudi fiddly would damage 
him**... “The common people 
are impressed by appearances” 
... “It is better to be loved than 
feared, but better to be feared 
than nnfhing at alL” 

And so on. But there are 
good reasons why aiiy compar- 
ison between Mandelson and 
Machiavelli is far-fetch^ - 
above and b^nd the stem in- 


junction from the Cambridge 
Professor of Pblidcal Science, 
Quentin Skinner, that you 
should never tend pdidcai bmks 
outside the context in which they 
were written, especially those of 
the early loth century. 

For one thing , Machiavelli 
was not the proverbial prince of 
darkness. His career plans 
crashed when the 6ckJe Flor- 
entines welcomed back the 
Medici family and Niccoid got 
bis P45 as well as a light touch 
of torture. But before then be 
bad been a personality in his 
own ri^t, as an ambassador and 
militaiy strategist. 

Last May I^:te^ Mandelson 
made the transition from back- 
room boy to public ^ure. Crai- 
ditions looked good for his 
emergence as a substantial 
politician. Instead he was giv- 
en no proper job to do. or at 
least not one on which the 
public can judge his mettle. 
Overseeing the Dome is a non- 
For his own sake, let alone 
that of the Prime Minister, he 
should have left its management 
to arms' length professionals, A 
‘'MachiavelUaii"' would surely 
have seen that as a way of gar- 
nering credit if the thing works 
and putting the blame on oth- 
ers if it fails. 

A true Machiavellian might 
so me times be moved to tell the 
prince some unpalatable things. 
“Friendships that are acquired 
with money and not through 
greatness of character prove un- 
reliable just when they are 
needed,” Niccoid wrote, Would 
Peter ever steel himself to tell 
Ibny that some of his alliances 
(for example that with Mur- 
doch) fidl into this category? 

It’s said of Machiavelli that 
his true '*MachiaveUianism” lay 
in not meaning the advice he 
proffered in The Prince. The 
book was intended as a job ap- 
plication, a way of getting into 
the good graces of the Medids 
not for the sake of personal ag- 
grandisement but because Italy 
needed a strong dynasty. 

A kind reading of Mandel- 
son's career might suggest all be 



Peter Mandelson and Niccoid Machiavellt: bow close is the resemblance? 


has sought to do has been for 
the greater good of sodalism, 
at least in ii5 New LdxMir guise. 
In Uiis reading Mandelson (who 
was once thick mth Nefl Kin- 
nock) takes an mstrumentaJ 
view of Blair. If Blair were to 
lose the plot, Mandelson would 
cast around for a substitute. 

Alternatively, you can read 
The Prince for an early expres- 
sion of the great maxim of pol- 


itics which socialism is 
vdiat a Labour government 
does: in other word& never 
mind tee big picture, let’s get on 
with the job of governing. That 
phrase about sodalism was, 
surprise surprise, coined by Ps- 
ter Mandelsoa's granddad, Her- 
bert Morrison, so it have 
come down to him in the genes- 
Niccoid was a Renaissance 
man whose interests ranged 


from play writing to Hfigigning 
enfilades and glads for the de- 
fence of Florence. It wonld be 
bard to picture Peter in a steel 
helmet, but he has been known 
to tread the dance hall boards 
which one must suppose makes 
him a man of the world. Machi- 
avelli could write. Mandelson’s 
prose style - witness his pre- 
election book The BkirRevch 
lution - is hardly classical 


Photomontage: Jonachan Anstee 


There is a key chapter in Tbe 
Prince which sometimes gets 
overlooked. It's about a ruler’s 
obligalions to hisservants. Tlieir 
loyalQ^, Machiavelli hints, is 
not unlimited A wise rulerwiil 
see his servant all lighL It’s a 
diapterlbi^ Blair shmild study. 
Kee^ng his servant hanging on 
in his anri in- 

creasingly ineffectrve position 
has done neither any favours. 


Stepping out 
for the UN 


WHAT do a Somali woman 
who had her clitoris re- 
moved with a dirty razor at 

the age of five and a TV per- 
sonality best known for her 
oademark sim^asses have in 
common?Tbe answer is that 
both the model Wins Dirie 
and tee travel programme 
presenter Magenta Devine 

have been ^ipointed as UN 
^>edal ambassadors. They 

will face the cameras at the 
FbrdgD Press Association in 
London today as they front 
the laiu^ of Face To Pace, 

a teiee^ear campaign by tee 
UN ^pulation Fund and 
the International Planned 
Parenthood Federation 
aim ed at promotiiig ^bal 
awareness of women's rigbte 

It might once have been 
the province of Hollywood, 
but bureaucracies such as tec 
UN have taken to the cult of 
fame with a vengeance. Dan- 
ny Kaye started it all in 1954 
when he was appointed as a 
roving “goodwill ambas- 
sador” by Unicef. Today, all 
manner of celebs have been 
ai^inted Spedal ambas- 
sadors chosen in recent years 
include Roger Moore. Ted 
Tkraer, Jane Fonda, Olivia 
Newton- John, Imran Khan, 
Bianca Jagger, footballer 
John Fashanu and Dallas 
actress linda Gr^. 

But what can they 
achieve? Wirie, now a Pirelli 
calendar girt, was appointed 
in October to publicise a 
campaign to eradicate fe- 
male genital mutilation. As 
someone who suffered be- 
cause her parents believed 
she had “bad thmgs between 
her legs”» she was an obvi- 
ous choice. “I see myself as 
an anteassador on b^olf of 
niy sisteis in Africa," she 
says. “I was strong enough to 
survive and 1 want to make 
a difference.'' 

The choice of Devine, 
however, seems less obrious. 
She became a special am- 
bassador two weeks aga her 
name having been put for- 
ward Population Con- 
cent, wtudi is a partner in (he 
Race lb Race campaign in 
this county. 'According to 
Russell Dickson, the organ- 
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Devine: new ambassador 

isation's fund-ruising man- 
ager, they cuntaclcd her u 
couple of years ugi> us “a shot 
in the dark" and sinLe then 
she has wriiien (O showbiz 
celebrities on tec orgiinisa- 
don's behalf. 

“She's just the fo>niper- 
son. if you like." .say.s Dick- 
son. He Is unsure what she 
will be doing in ihe monilis 
10 come. “I expect the UN 
will be asking her to go out 
and \isit prujects.” be says. 

Devine herself is ulsi' 
somewhat mystified us to 
what her future dudes will in- 
volve. She says she will be 
.signing a contract in the 
near future, although she 
hasn't seen it ycu “You h,Tve 
to work," she says. “You've 
got to be pKiaetive ... It's not 
Just a case of using your 
name.” 

Devine sav-s her appolni- 
menl came us an “inaediblc 
surprise”, although she de- 
scribes herself u.s “pn.ssion- 
ate” about women's issues 
and says her travels for 
BBC2's Rough Guide show.s 
have brought her face lo faa* 
with the pnrblems facing 
women in tee Third World. 
Possibly the main reason 
for her surprise was her 
comparative lack of celebri- 
ty status compared to other 
special ambassadors. As 
Dickson puts iu “Most of 
them are quite high-pow- 
ered, very well-known peo- 
ple throughout the world, so 
in some ways it's quite a 
feather in her cap.” 

Tim Hulse 


DILEMMA S 


M)^ dreams of torture and abuse haunt me all day 



VIRGINIA 

IRONSIDE 


Sofia has such tenrble nightmanss 
she's frightened of going to sleep. 
She dreams of child abuse, 
tortured animals, and the images 
linger with her all day. What can 
she do? 
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I RECENTLY dreamed that f 
was lying with no clothes on in 
my hall, fixing a phone socket 
in the middle of tee night The 
light was on, then suddenly 
went out but as I could see a 
light upstairs I thought it was 
just tee ground floor circuit teat 
badfrised. 

Howwrong I was. The light 
got bigger and bigger until I 
made out an intruder coming 
down tee stairs with a flashli^t 
coming to rape me. I leered for 
tee front dow- and wolreinan 
unoomibitable heap by my bed 
in a sea of lamps, broken bed- 
side tables, books, painkillers, 
glasses of water ... feeling ab- 
solutely terrified. 

How does one deal mth 
dreams like mine and Sofia's? 
One method would be to spring 
up and get control of them by 
writing them down. Another 
would be to say to ourselves very 
firmly- “That was a dreaiiL This 

isrealiQr.” 

Yet another would be to try 
the interpretative approach - 
was my dream trying to tell me 
sometemg? it a fear of be- 

ing intruded npon? the 
rapist part of myself that I 
didn't like, or was If someone 
else trying to invade my ^sace? 

Some people believe teat 
dreams are a way for the brain 
to reorganise our teou^ts, like 
computers, which is why they 
are usually so apparent]^ mean- 
in^ess. But my dreams are like 
complicated novels with begin- 
nin^ middles and ends. Some- 
times there are subplots. 

Arc dreams the result of . 
phyacal acthri^ in the eyelid? 
No. Rapid eye movement, 
which was thou^t be linked to 
dreaming, is, it seems, no more 
than the ^lid flicking quickly 
to give our eyes an extra wash 
of fluid since the eyes, un- 
blinking thm aigh nnt the night, 

tend to get dried out. 

When my SOD suffered from 
night tenois when he was young 


ire would come downstairs, 
ashen-faced, sweating and 
groaning, having dreamed some 
terrible dream, like having to 
roll the world back on its axis 
or we’d all be blown up. Big 
stuff. I would get him out of it, 
then he'd go back into the 
dr eam groaning and shjveriiig. 
Sometimes I would have to 
slap his face to get him back to 
normal 

A sleep specialist said it was 
something to do with his wak- 
ing up too quickly and missing 
out a stage of slMp. He gave 
him tranquillisers to take when 
the terrors were most likely to 
haunt him, and they never came 
back. 

And another method I’ve 
been told is to rewrite tee 
ending of the nightmare. A 
man approaches with a red-hot 
brandii^ iron, about to put out 
your eyes. You wake up in 
terror. Now awake, finish the 
dream. Sometimes the man win 
just wave the brondiug iron 
around and do imthing and 
finally slink away. Usually it is 
tee fear of harm that makes the 
dream so awful not haimitsell. 

We all tend to dream more 
when we are in new places and 
new beds, teough no one knows 
why. Perhaps Sofia should try 
sUdung to a night-time routine 
and going to bed al the same 
time each night, accompanied 
by a soothing rnill^ drink, and 
try to keep tee temperature in 
her room even throughout the 
night. 

Only if these ^ple methods 
don't work should resort to 
drags. But she should remem- 
ber that her teeming imagina- 
tion may sometimes lend to 
more mteFesliog and charming 
dreams than nightmares. 

I dreamed recently that a 
poppy fall in love with me, and 
lamstfl] touched and mov^ by 
the feelings of its sofi red 
petals on dieek, dot^ as teat 

may sound. 


WHAT 

READERS SAY 


Be firm with yourseff 
SOFIA could try telling herself 
firmly before she drops off that 
she is not going to dream about 
certain unpleasant or bocrifying 
scenarios, thus wiping them 
from her unconsdous - at least 
for a nighL I alw^ do the after 
reading or seeing anything 
potentially nightmarish and 
have never known it to fail. 
Laura FranseUa 
London N8 

Svritch off the heating 
WHEN 1 have nightmares they 
are invariably associated with 
being too warm when I am 
asleep. Sofia should Uy substi- 
tuting blankets for her duvet, 
and turning off the heatiog. In 
the summer leave a window 
open and use a hospital-^pe 
cotton blanket. 

Also, avoid watching aJ arm- 
ing documentaries'late In the 
evening. I remember once when 
abroad seeing a' televised pub- 
lic health advertisement about 
accidents in the home and hav^ 
ing nigbunares ^ that hot n^t 
about scalded b^ies. 
BrendoBeary 
London NW3 


Try mental aridimetic 
A W HILE ago I suffered from 
the same problem as your read- 
er, in that I would have recur- 
rent dreams of a riolent nature. 
Often I would dream that 1 had 
hit niy wifa while sleeping, t 
solved the problem by doing 
mental arithmetic at bedtime in 
the belief chat this would tire niy 
bcain ouL As a consequence my 
dreams featured solving math- 
ematical problems, often very 
complicated ones - although I 
have never checked teem out 
with a calculator.. 
TNReynolds 
Hing Herts 

f waa frightened of myself 
FOR years I bad a nightmares 
about being pursued by a black 
creature, who travelled as fast 
as tee wind. It would come up 
behind me, and I would run and 
ran: tee fear was strong wi thin 
me. It reminded me somehow 
of ray grandmother, a fear- 
some figure from my child- 
hood. 

When I got into therapy, I 
found teat it was my own de- 
stractiveness, my own nasti- 
ness, which I had never looked 


at or dealt with. As soon as 1 ad- 
mitted it was my own, the pic- 
ture changed and I never bad 
tec nightmare again. 

John Rowan 
London E4 

Tire yourself out before bed 
IF THE dreams arc with you 
during the day and are more in- 
tense than reoli^, I would say 
you have too much thinking 
space and could do with some- 
thing more taxing to occupy 
your brain, so change what you 
do. You may well find your 
problems are but small. 

You can always learn some- 
thing totally new. or do more of 
what you really enjoy doing. 
Take part in a drama nr music 
group so teat you make friends 
and have things to leara. Are 9) 
you tired when you go to bed? 

If you are not physically tired 
you need to take up a .sport or 
find something really laborious; 
terasbing a tennis hull alwul far 
a eouplc of hours on a Friday 
night can gut ihe weekend off 
to a good start. One thing's for 
sure, you have the cure. 
i-alerie Clarke 
Bury St Edmunds 



NEXT WEEK’S DILEMMA 


I AM a siDgie parent and daughter of 
12 and a half was recently spotted at school 
by someone in one of tee big modelling 
agencies who handles quite a lot of famous 
people. My daughter, who has veiy distinc- 
tive looks, was asked if she'd be interested in 
working for teem. She's mad keen, but what 
should I do? 1 feel nnea^ but can’t realty think 
of any good reasons not to say yes. 

Youis sincerely, Marda. 


Utters are welcome, and civati, 
suggestion quoted will be sem\r , 
from Intcifion. 

Se^corrimausatidmggesiic 

Indq^em , 1 Canada Squam ( 
Lond^ E14 SDL (fa.v: 0I7J.2 
iuesday morning. 

^ dt/em/w afwur 
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Fred 


WIED friendly was n 

^ndmg father of Am^ 
dectronic journalism. He um. 
ihe famous Edgar R. 

which helped to topple 

Joseph McCart^u^^ 

of the News Division of the Cb- 

System 

(C^) ^en the network chose 
to broadcast a repeat of an an- 

^ programme 

rather than to relay an impor- 

4 ^‘hearing of the SenateRr- 
Committee on 

tne Vie tnam war. 

He was a huge, heavy, sii- 
fixs^ftmr bundle of energy, de- 
scnbed by the poet Cari 

S^uig as looking ate “a nam 

who has Just got off a foam- 
flecked horse". In 1937, aged 22, 
he rqx>rted for his first day’s 
work at a radio station in Prov- 
idence, Rhode Island, and ^ 
his name as Ferdinand Friend- 
ly Tfechenbeimer. The station 
manager said, “OK, from here 
on m, you’re Fred W. Friend^ 
- and so he remained, produc- 
^ mg fivonuDuteradk) dramatised 
W' biogr^hies entitled fbotprims 
m the Sands of Time. They pro- 
vided lum with a financia] wind- 
fall in 1942 when a musicians’ 
strike left the American record- 
ing companies desperate for 
mat e ria l. TheNmgvpig were re- 
issued as gramophone records, 
to an appreciative public. 

At tbat time Ihlendly was a 
sergeant on service in the Fhr 
East, acting as a corre^mndent 
for an American army new^- 
pei. He flew knv over Hiroshnna 
and Nagasaki in a reconnais- 
sance plane shorty after the first 
atomic bombs were dropped 
and witnessed their awesome 
destructive power. 

After the Second Warid >Ahr 
he returned to radio pioducfioiL 
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In 1947 another mosidan^ strike 
enabled him to realise a long- 
cherished dream: to make an al- 
bum of what he cafied “aural 
history" compfled from the ^to- 
ken m>rds of the recent past As . 
nanator he was able to enlist Ed 
Morrow, the outstanding CBS 
war correspondcat, whose racfio 
reports fr^ the London bUtz 
had been avidly followed in the 
United States, and whose 
forewell BBC broadcast to the 
people o( Britain at the end-of 
^ the war had said, *‘Yon lived a 
life instead of an apology.* 

Theclassical muw rfiviami 
of CBS Records bad just in-', 
stalled new madunety to pro- 
duce the recently invented 
long-plying records. This ex- 
pensive equipment was lying 
idle. Although talk records had 
not scddwell, Riendly’s idea was 
thought worth trying and be was 
offered an advance of $1,000. 
Within a nmntb of the release 
of I Can Hear It NiW 1933-1945 
he had earned $25,000 in real- 
ties. and the Murrow-Friendly 
partnership was launched. A 
quarter of a million albums 
were sold in tbe first year, pro- 
. vidingc(dl^educalio& fees fix' 
^ Friend^s three children. 

Other albums followed. 
Friendly made a deal with. Sir 
Winston Churcfafll to repro- 
duce a selection of fais wartime 

speeriies. In 1950 CBS started 
a weeltly one-hour radio news 
jocumentaiy. Hear It Now, pro- 
duced by the Munow-Fncndly 
partnership, which after one 
season was transferred to 
lelc^i.sioD as Sec It Now. 

1 remember watching in 
Washington, that first edition, 
bawdeast on a Sunday after- 
noon in November 1951. Mur- 
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placed in the control 
[^°^f‘0dio4I intheold 

^ headquarters in Madfaon 

Avenue, New York. Behind 

™ in shot were the monhoo 

Md two cameras. Rir most of 
Jif audience, he was a wefl- 
known voice, but an unknown 
l£s opening worefe were: 
nus 18 an old team, byizig to 
leant a new trader" 

Neither be nor Foendl^ had 

JWked in televiston before. 
Bm Rriendly had a shrewd fi^ 

for what the new metfinm could 

do and he babbled with 
first shot was of Mmrow 
looking at two television mon- 
rtois. One carried a live trans- 
missioa firxn NeWYbtk harbonr, 
and the c^ber was showing the 
Golden Gate Brk^ in San 
^andsca It was tbe first tnne 

the two coasts of the Amedean 
comment had been able to see 
each other siTnnll»nffnn;^ ^ 
“from sea to lining sea". . 

Other mgredients-inclnded 
C3iurch3I*s speech at tbe Lord 
Mayor's banquet and rema^- 
aWe fihn.fbomge from Korea. 
Riencfly had gam a camera 
team to spend a d^ and a nigh* 
with an izzfentiy compai^r. They 
had filnied not tbe standard 
combat shots of the evening 
news programmes but the vtie- 
esandthefacesoftadividnalsol- 


grousing: the drudged of war. 

Munxnv was still broadcast- 
ing a daily radio news pro- 
gtmnme and ii was left to 
Enendfy ioac^aisaeSeehNow 
and to fif^t fix die bu4^ he fdt 
it needed. Ifewas ezubexantand 
given to overstatement, where 
Muitow was penave and in- 
dined to undeistateinenL “EM 
had the chutqiah,'* said a CBS 
odleagiie. had the prestige." 

See It Now became the 
benduna^ for current afiaiis 
producers everywhere. When I 
letnrned'from Wbshmgtoa at 
the end of 1953 to ’take charge 
of BBC cuirent afifsics pro;- 



Friendly: *Sae it iMMV* 

grammes I made an arrange- 
ment with E^ndly that we 
should have first call oa all edi- 
tions of 7 / .Mtw. Thus British 

viewers in tbe spring of 1954 
were aUe to see the famous 
programme in vriiich Murrow 
and E^ndly took on Senator 
Joseph McCaitlqr. 

Friendly later rejected tbe 
view tbat See It Now was the 
decisive blow against tbe SVia- 
consul senator’s power. Mc- 
CartlQism. with its harassment 

of all uncxthodoi opinkm under 
the guise of anti- C ommiiTi ism , 
its Uaddists and its exploitation 
of self-appointed denoimoets,' 
became a widespread Amoican 

riwaim* in tbe earV 1950s. Tbe 
only antidote for it was courage, 
and this the Fdendfy-Murtow 
parmersh4> provided. Offermg 
McCaitiiy ^nal time to repfy, 
th^ cau^t the senator out in 
his own contradictions. It was 

the ^ 

Caitly. Munow was honoured 


at a Ikeedom House cfimier lUr 
er that year in&. Uic words, 
''Fnejneri were heartened by 
hs conx^ lit exposing those 
who would divide us by 
eac^oAh^ our fe^* 

The tewne maBy other meoH 
orableSeeAAfawpgpgr a imnes 
but neither yoo M nor tbe 
management of CBS liked tbe 
cooixDveisy they ei^endered. 

Afterast oimyst e u erothcof- 
ficBof t!K!liam Ehky, tbe Cban^ 
man of CBS, in 195^ Friendly 
and Murrow were toM that the 
programme was rfnsmg After 
seveayeaisaidDeaily200faroad- 
CBSls America’s most 

■nwgfaartiuR^ aiTiitfrwr i i g R i ’^i ^ tfj j^ 

visioo series was akneed. 

Muitow and RieocUy con- 
tinued to produce emreot aSriis 
progrannDes^sndiasCBSJte- 
jTortr which won three Peabody 
Awards. But Morrow was be- 
cotoSxig more and more frus-. 
cratedL He was phuamg a yeai^ 
sabbatical from broadcasting 
when the newty elected Presi- 
dent Kennedy appointed i**m 
Dfrector of the Umied States 
Information Agency. 

IBtherto CBS bad bdd pride 
of place among tbe American 
network news services. But af- 
ter Murrow’s departure the 
National Broadcmtmg Com- 
pany estaUished itself hself as 
the news leader, partly because 
of tbe appeal of new anchonnea, 
pSrttybecauseofagniciousbDd- 
get, andpartfy because NBC (£d. 
not hesitate to break into the 
-scheduled programmes to cany . 
inq iort a nt events as they b^ 
pened. Friendly was appointed 
president of tbe CBS news 
iflvisioD to restore tbe ratine 

In Febrnaiy 1966, when 
America was deepfy embroiled 
in the escalating Vietnam war, 
±e Senate Fexeign Relations 
Committee held a series of im- ' 
portant hearings with leading 
statesmen giving testimony. 
One witness was Geoige Kea- 

namj l hftfrw'nieiratntMiaMrinT ln 

the Soviet Union. NBC were 
canymg Kennan’s tes ti mony 
liv& A CBS administraiorniled 
that their network could not af- 
fixd tbe loss of oommenaaband 
inststed on sticking to a fifth 
run of an episode (rf/LoivLucy. 
This was too much for Friend- 
ly. He resigned fortiiwith. 

Ihe-'Rxd E^onndatira en- 
g^ed him as a ttievsimi con- 
sultant and he persuaded them 
to {xodnee a $20m grant to fi- 
nance a two-year series of ex- 
perimental programmes on 
Sund^ evenings for the newfy 
formed Public Broadcasting 
Coqxxation to show vriiat in- 
fonnational piograuuues nri^it 
do-iffreedfiW commercial re- 
strictions. The series, Public 
Broadcast Lebontunyf was onfy 
paxtiaDysuccessfeI,andwaster- 
mmaled afta* ax months. But it 
helped to coovcrt what had 
been a collectkm of strug^hng 
education systems into a viable 
nonecanmerdal public network. 

Smultaiaeouslylfae Graduate 
School of Journalism at Co- 

lumbte Uniwfsi^.Ndv'Vbri^ ^ 
pointed him as the first Edward 
R. Munow Professor of Broad- 
cast Jouinalisin. He riiowed a 
great talent for passing on his 
wide oqieiieDce to newgenet^ 
ati ons of electronic jouxnalBts. 

Leonard MiaU 

fe aS nmd Ftien<By Wadmihekner 
pted W. FriendM, tefevUion exeoi- 
lae; bom New 30 October /916; 

married 1947 Detathy Greene (two 
sons, one daughter; marriage db- 
sd^ t968RuthMark(dnest^, 
ser^rBed New Yark3 March 1998. 


Birthdays 


I^EKrfjeih Basset, Emaw^n 

of ite Bedchamber to Q««“Etea- 
beth the Queen Mother,^ Tw 


pi riit RcvTlioniaa Bufler,as«wof 

jSgg^58j Admiral SffSinoDQfr 

seb, 70; The Eaii of O^oid and 

Baicarres, pra^^ 

71 : Mr Jim Dowd MP. a ton- 

Hfctat eooducw 
Alan Hoot. Hsh c^mmiaapne^ 


made a qieech at Filion, Mssomi, 
fB f »fri"g to aa “Iron Oirbm” across 
Europe. 194& Ibckqr is the Pees Day 
>>r gaUie Arfrian and Eubnlns. St En- 
s^jfQS of Ctanona. St Gen^nnS, Si 
John Jos^ of the Cmo. St Scan 
of Sakhki St Phocas of Andoch, St 
FJmi and St Vfagil of Axles. 

Lectures 

lifitieriri tteHery: Bridget Oronky, 
-Moiheis (1); brtqgiag up baby - 
in I7th-centtnv HoManir. 

IpBi. 



Luncheons 

ThwQueen 

The Queen and the Duke of Edin- 
bin^ held a hmdi pai7 at 


ifetiea. 

LoidMBc£afIaiie^B'=*‘*?J?lM 

maaMacferianeGrwin/^^ taraiwauj«Eni>Q'> 

jprtb March, acne*, 87; MtalfmaiwinpotwiiB*^^ 

Siicbcn. fanner set^ 

and DiiCGMi of 

utive, Llo yd j O* laiAirMai^ ' — Cenoe); Mr Breada Loo^raa 

DeroStockwell, actor, MaJ—t of 

chai&Tbomas Smoot, defcoco^ vu^a- annonCiDiB): Lsri ftirt 

A'j* arfr -Barry ^ictwelL MrQmaoetoWbmt. 

^piSfcAffidis.BAApIc.57. 





Semtroh 

B.j.w.i«yteibaftowwtcoyaO. 


Templeton Prixe 

Tic ■ftamleton Priro for Prog^ 
Bet) DOS was awarded y eoanb y to 
Sir ^nmd Slemberg, a taa^ of 
^S^beigOameft>rJwlaBm,ta 



Ball skills which bordered on the magfeal: Hapn stepping out for SheffMd United, I9S2 


Photograph: Hutton Getty 


Jimmy Hagan 


JIMMY HAGAN was a most 
angular football man, quiet yet 
controveisial, and one of the 
most unsung achievers of bis 
era. As a player he ediilAed ban 
skiDs whidi bordered on tbe 
magical yet be played onty once 
for England in a full interna- 
tionaL As a manager be knew 
riartling success, most notably 
with ^ m%hly Benfica of Por- 
tugal, but be upset many of his 
rhaig es thmngh his stern dis- 

cqilinaiy apprmch and was less 
feted than oontenqxxaries witii 
comparative^ modest records. 

Hagan was born in the 
North-East into a footballmg 
family ., his fether Alf having 
jdayed for Newcastle, Cardiff 
and 'B anm ere after fee First 
World and from his early 
days both his love of the game 
and his fierce^ fodependent 
cfaaraictCT were evident Indeed, 
he gave up the diance to attcaci 
his local grammar school be- 
cause football was not played 
there, and despite living be- 
tween the soccer stroi^olds 
of Newcastle and Sunderland 
he mgned amatenr forms 
with liveipool, then Derby 


County, wife whom he turned 
professional in 1935. 

Hagan had. won England 
honours at schoolboy level, ex- 
celling as a sefaeming made- 
forward, so much was eqiected 
of him. However, he could not 
agree wife the manager Geoige 
Jobey and in November 1938 be 
was to Sheffield United for 
£2,500. 

At Bramall Lane he blos- 
somed, his fluent distribution, 
magnetic control and shrewd 
positional play inqnring the 
Blades to clinrib promotion to 
the top fli^t at the end of his 
frrat season. Then came the Sec- 
ond World Wx, whid) devas- 
tated many soccer careers, but 
not Hagan’s. Eie was pi<±ed for 
Fngland in 16 wartime inter- 
nationals (vritich didn’t qualify 
for full caps) and be performed 
briOiantfy alongside stars such 
as Stanlqr Matfeews, Ibmmy 
Lawton and Rakh Carter. 

After the conflict, vriien he 
rose to the rank of major in fee 
Am^s I*l 9 sical llmniDg Corps, 
Hagan was unfoTtunate that 
fee likes of Garter, WUf Man- 
nion and Len Sbaddeton pro- 


vided white-hot competition 
for England inside-forward 
berths, but still it was surpris- 
ing that he was Imnied to one 
outing, a goalless draw against 
Denmark in September 1948. 

Nevertheless be continued 
so majestically at dub level 
tbat United were accused of be- 
ing a one-man team, one ffeo* 
togtapher modm^ up a i»ctiire 
of tbe Blades wife 1 IJinmiy Ha- 
gan heads, which rankled wife 
some of his colleagues. Having 
collected a Second Dhirion ti- 
tle medal with the dub in 1953, 
as well as suffering demotion 
from the top flight in both 1949 
and 1956, Hagan finished play- 
ing in 1958 to become manag- 
er of Feterborou^ United. 

The Posh, a dixoinant pow- 
er in the Midland League, had 
bng deserved devation to Fbot- 
ball League ranks, and they 
made h under Hagan in 19M. 
The rookie boss led them to the 
Hanfe Diviaoa tide at their first 
attempt, notching a League 
record ^ 134 goals that stfll 
stands today. Creditable con- 
solidation in fee Third fol- 
lowed. Iwt Hagan was sacked in 


October 1962 afterabitter dis- 
pute <mth players, a scenario 
which would be echoed Inter. 

In April 1963 be toojc over 
at First Division West Brom- 
widi Albloa He adhered toold- 
style puritanical virtues which 
did not sit rasily with a new 
breed of footballer, recently 
freed from the iniquitous stric- 
tures of the ardiaic maximum 
wage ^em. Soon fee players, 
led by tbe future Ei^laod coadi 
and Arsenal manager Don 
Howe, rebelled against what 
they claimed were boring train- 
ing methods and a harsh, un- 
approachable attitude. It came 
to a head when 10 of his squad 
refused to train without track- 
suit bottoms on a freezing day. 

Meanwhile he was assem- 
bling an enterpririiig side whufe 
in 1965/66 firiished sixth In the 
nm . Division and won the 
League Cup in a two-legged fi- 
nal against West Ham. Howev- 
er, after Albion lost fee 1966/67 
final to Third Division Queen’s 
Rangers, he was dismissed 

There followed spells of 
woridng in a driving school and 
scouting for Manchester Cify 


before Hagan embarked on his 
greatest chuilcnge. Bcnfici. one 
of the wodd’s leading dubs, had 
hit a slump and wanted a tout^ 
English taskmaster and organ- 
iser. After being turned down 
ty Sir Air Ranisev', in March 
1970 thc>' astonished many 
observers by turning to Hagan. 

It seemed like u desperate 
measure: in fact it was a stroke 
of iospization. After provxiking 
a minor re>ixiIulioa with his rig- 
orous regime, he transformed 
fee Eagles, leading them to ti- 
de triumph in each of his. three 
campaigns in Lisbon. ly{McaIly, 
he left after a dispute in 1973, 
going on to coach in Kuwait for 
two years before completing his 
career in Itorlu^l. 

Ivan Ponting 

James Ha^ IbatbaK player ond 
manager bom Washington, Co 
Durfilamil January I9IS; played Jbr 
DabyCounty 1935-38, SheffaU Unit- 
ed 1938-58; managed Peutborou^ 
Uidted l95Bd2,WestBtorrtwkbAk 
bkm 1963-67, BenfKO 1970-73, 
Sporting Lsbon 1976 Oporto 1976- 

77; married (one sen one daighter); 
Ad ShefpA 26 February 1998. 


Bishop Philip Yang Libo 


PHILIP YANG LIBO ^em 
more than 30 years of his near- 
ly balfa centniyofpiiesflylife 
in ixisoa As a Chinese Cafeolic 
Ip^ to fee ’^^tican he was a 
member of perhaps the largest 
Sle^ religfous group in tbe 
world, numbering between five 
and ten millinn faithfoL 

Yhog wBSbom into a Cafeolic 

in Oulang county in Gansu 
pcDvinoe, north-western China. 
He entered fee junior senunaxy 
in Wowei and, on Teadm^ adult- 
hood, the major seminary in 
Lanfeou, Gansu's cajAaL As he ■ 
approaefeed fee priesthood, to 
wliidihe was orfedned in 1949, 
Quna was undei^^ing fee tur- 


bulence of civil war and fee 
Communist takeover. 

Through fee 19S0S, restric- 
tions on fee Catholic Chorch 
grew tighter. The government 
insisted feat fee Qiurdi re- 
nounce ties with tbe \^dcan and 
setiqi tbe Catholic Patriodc As- 
sociation as its instrument to en- 
force control. Most of fee 
bishops and much of the cler- 
gy refiised to accept the CPA 
and many were imprisoned. 
Yang was airested as early as 
1952 and spent repeat^ peri- 
ods in prison and labour camps 
feiou^out the rest of his life. 

He was released in 1979 as 
fee authorities were easing up 
on religioa. In 1981 he was se- 


cretly consecrated Bishop of 
Lanzhou, an appointment nev- 
er recognised by tbe Chinese 
govenunent. He devoted him- 
self to preparing priests and 
nuns for fee reli^ous life, but 
was again anested in 1983. 

Released in 1987, Yang 
played a part in fee formation 
of a clandestine Catholic Bish- 
ops' Conference. Those teshops 
at hberty met in November 
1989 and Yang became one of 
the CBC’s vice-presidents. 
'Within weeks, all fee bishops 
who had attended vMre arrest- 
ed, Yang on Christmas Day. in 
mid-1990, after being held for 
several months for ’Shelter and 
investigation" he was assigned 


without charge or trial to three 
years* re-education through 
labour in a detention centre in 
Lanzhou. He was released on 
parole at fee end of 1992. 

He resumed his work on rc- 
l^ous formation and. over tbe 
rest of his life, ordained IS 
priests, while more thou 100 
nuns look their vows before 
him. He also devoted himself to 
alleviating fee harshness of life 
for tlu: local people in this 
desert-like region of nonh- 
wcslem China, raising more 
than £7,000 to dig a well in a 
village near WuweL 

Yang was dedicated to his 
niinistiy. Eie also had a vision for 
the future of his Church. In an 


article he wrote from prison in 
1987 he noted that the Catholic 
Church continued to be perse- 
cuted even after the oftldal 
resioratioQ of religion in China 
in 1982. He caDcii fur injustices 
done to lay people, seminarians, 
nuns and clergy of his diocese to 
be ludressecL He Used the urgent 
tasks of fee diocese as restoring 
churches, brining forward a 
younger generation of church 
leaders and caring for elderly 
nuns and the ordinary clerg\'. 

Felix Coriey 


RUip Yung priesc bom Gulang 
county, Oiina 1918; erddned priest 
1949; Bishep of Lanzhou 1981-98; 
dhd}MMeiOiiia IS February 1996. 


LAW REPORT: s march i99S 


Physical presence at work was not necessary 


Creecv Royal London Mutual 

Insurance Sod^ Life Greaves 
V Kwik Seva Stores Ltd; Court 
of Appeal (Lent WooM, Master of 
fee Rob, Lord Justice Aldom end 
Lerdjtnrice Mummery) 
ZTFabrwy W98 

AN EMPLOYEE who had the 
right to zetuin to work after 
maternity leave exercised that 
t^t by giving the requiate 
written notice to her employ- 
er, and actual presence at work 
on the notifi^ day of return 
was not necessary. 

The Court of Appeal al- 
lowed tbe appeals of Heather 
Crees and Janet Greaves 
against dedsions of tire Em- 
pfoyment Afqieal Tribunal that 
they bad not been unfairfy 
disnussed by their employers. 
Leun Cm and Daman Bnrun 
(Ihon^sonsJJvrdiei^peBentcEBt- 
abedt Slade QC and Peter Oidham 
(Legal Dtreetoo Royal London bi- 


suntnee) for Royal London; Deiid 

Kdiardson (BtJbvara Jam & Co, 
Limpotd) far IMk Save. 

Lord Wboir MR said that fee 
issue in the two test cases was 
vfeefeer a female employee 
who had been on extended ma- 
ternity absence from work lost 

any ri^t to rem^ in her em- 
ployment if, as a result of iU- 
ness, she was usable to cany out 
work on the notified day of re- 
turn, feus entitling her em- 
ployer to treat herempk^ent 
as hawng come lawfiiUy to an 
end, or whether the employer 
was to be treated as if he bad 

-fesmissed ber, thereby DKurrii^ 

liability for. unfair dismissal. 

Ead appellant had a con- 
tract of employment contain- 
ing eaqxess provisaoos relating 
to materni ty leave and to fee 
right totetum toworlc; bad giv- 
en appropriate written notices 
mfi>rming fee employer of fee 


e^)ected week of dnUfoirth and 
tbe date on whidi she intend- 
ed matemi^ leave to cozn- 
mence: had gone on maternity 
leave, then taken extended 
maternity absence from woric 
had given to the employer an 
appropriate notice of fee day 
of the proposed return lowoA 
and had then obtained, as al- 
lowed by stetute. a four-week 
exlCDsiOQ of fee date for return 
io work; and had, due to tem- 
porary nioess, been ph^ically 
imaiide to return to work on The 
notified day of return. 

In each case fee Employe 
meat Appeal Tribunal had upK 
held tbeemployer's claim that 
the empIcYee not fisteidsed 

the ri^ to return to woriq that 
fee contract of employment 
had come to an end; and that 
there had been no (fismissa] of 
fee employee ^ving rise to a 
claim for unfair disiiussal. 

The correct approach to 


the construe^ of staiutoiy 
provisions w^b conferred the 
right to return to work after ma- 
ternify leave was to be found in 
Brvwn v Stockion-on-Tees Bw- 
OU01 CouncU [1989] AC 20, m 
which Lord GrifEtte had said 
feat fee inconvenience to an 
employer of keeping a wrenan’s 
job open for her during her ab- 
sence to have a balwwas “the 
(xioe feat had to be paid as part 
of fee social and le^ recogni- 
tion of fee equal status of 
women in tbe workplace”. 

In order to benefit from tbe 
right to Tctuni to work a woman 
had to exercise that right. The 
prgvisons of section 42 of fee 
Emplc^nem Protection (0cm- 
solidation) Act 1978 did ootex- 
pressfy require an actual return 
to work on the notified day of 
return for the exercise of the 
right to be complete and ef- 
fective. The right was esercised 
by fee emplcqree’s giviiig writ- 


ten notice lo the emplrn'cr in 
accordance with section 42( 1 }. 
Hie process of cxerciring the 
r^t lo return towori was thus 
complete before fee notified 
date of return actualfy airn^ 

An emplqj^e who had the 
right to return to work and had 
exercised that right in accor- 
dance wife section 42 of the 
J 978 Act, hut whiKc employer 
bod not pennitted her to return 
lo work, was. by reason of sec- 
tion 56 of the Act, treated a.s 
if she had been dismissed for 
the reason for which she had 
not been permitted to return. 
If feat rea.5(Mi was that she did 
not have Ihe ri^t lo return 
when she did in fact have that 
right, feat would not be a po- 
tcntialfy fair reason for dis- 
missal falling within section 
57(2) of the Act. 

B(Xh appellanis had, accxxd- 
ingfy, been unfairly dismissed. 

Kate O’ Han Ion, Barrister 
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End the agony of 
moving house 

FOR NEARLY' 20 years we had a govenunent which proclaimed its faith 
in tree markets. It struggled, in some cases with Impressive results, to ap- 
ply that faith, extending competition and reducing the sphere of the state. 
In housing, for ommple. the policy of allowing tenants a right to buy their 
own hom^ extended to many hundreds of thousands of families the free- 
doms and benefits of home-ownership. Yet the same govemment was cu- 
riitusK' mvopic about the operations uf markets, including those in housing 
un J the related provision of legal and property services. It did virtually notb- 
ine to reform the obstructions and anachronisms which beset all those peo- 
ple - in England and Wales - seeking to sell or acquire domestic property. 

Labour's ultimate position on free markets is. still, somewhat ambigu- 
ous Bui to the Biair got^rnmeni's great credit, it seems dial, before even 
j tear is up. it intends radical change in the business of house-buying and 
selling. The proposals to prevent gazumping which are now being trailed 
kH>k like an excellent place to start Wc hope it has the courage to challenge 
the vested iniercsB in (aw offices and high-street estate agencis which are 
oarily responsible for making moving bouse such hell for maiw people. 

Busing a house is a special kind of purchase, and not just because of the 
timounts i>f mortey and debt inwlvcd. Emotions will run high, even in the 
hest-ordcred system. But tension would certain^ be reduced it aitera prop- 
erty is found, vendor and purchaser arc required to engage in a more for- 
mal aimmitment than word-of-mouih promises, nods or handshakes. One 
proposal is for a '‘pre-ci'minict''. involving a rmancial conuniUnent both by 
the vendor who accepts an offer and the purchaser who naakes iL Even at 
1 per cent of purchase price, in many parts of England this would involve a 
substantial sum which no sensible person would li^tly put at risk. This seems 
ill he better than. say. emulating the Scots and basing proper^ bargains on 
.scaled bids. To those who argue that this would inhibit Qciubility and put 
pressure on those in the middle of “chains", the answer has to be: binding 
decisions have to be made sooner or later and to keep the exit door open 
as long as it is at present is an ioviiaticm to bad faith and wasted resotuxss. 

But better regulation of the relaliooship between vendors aird purchasers 
entails reform in the two key housing market “professions'*, the law and 
estate agenc>'. Here again the Conservatives were coward^, going nowhere 
near far enough in encouraging the growth of specialist (and cheaper) con- 
\‘cyancing. As for estate agents, there were too many of them on the Tory 
hack benches for ministers to want to push them into taking responstbiJ- 
iiy for transactions, let alone proper descriptions of property, adequate 
surv'cying and so on. Labour is not so weighed down. 

Under its prodding there are scor^ of useful ideas to be bried ouL such 
as “log books" for property. We report today how the mortgage compa- 
nies are Enoviog, not before time, to automate fand cut the cost of) the 
business of valuation. Rafis of new legislation are not necessary. Good ideas 
would emerge if the market were more competitive, if customers were more 
self-confident and advisory services more effective. The GewernmenYs prin- 
cipal role is to hold the ring and ensure that professional bodies su^ as 
the Royal Institution of Chartered Surveyors and the Law Society do not 
obstruct innovation. 

Deadly legacies of war 



OL^R Middle East cvrrespondenL Robert Fisk, yesterday described see- 
ing in an onwlogisi’s office in a Basra hospital his cancer maps of south- 
ern Iraq. Their colours arc lurid. For they show what seems to be a marked 
rcceni upsurge in cases. He reported, harrowingly. their human shape - 
ihe children bald from chemothera^'. the parienls waiting for treatment 
frr>m doclopi ill-supplied with equipment and medicines. 

It is difficult not to infer that carcinogens, released ur actKe since the 
Gull' or in ItNl. may he lx^poasible for this health emcigem.y. Where might 
they ci;>mc from? Local sources suggest the huge reffnery fires that burnt 
for weeks during die uur may have released cancer-causing fumes. That 
ilic Siiddum Hussein regime had and continues to have stockpiles of chem- 
ic:il weapons Ls mn in dispute - but in what circumstances might they baiv 
been released? Saddam's capacity to poison and kill the people of Iraq is 
attested. That Iraqis in the B^raarea might have been the victims of a Sad- 
dam iiecideni is entirely plausible. There is. after ail. no Iraqi press to blow 
(liL* whistle, no Iraqi oppi.>sition worth the name to publicise a cause. As 
ti^r the current medical condition of those people in Basra hospitals. tliQ' 
are > exidently - the viciim.s of the application to Iraq of economic sanc- 
liorts. depriving the countiy itf the wherewithal to import drugs and equip- 
ment. It would he hard to resist tiny hid to lighten the burden sanctions impose 
im Iraqis if - it is a big. big ~ir - Saddam were to comply with the condi- 
tions for weapi'ns inspectinas agreed with Kofi Annan last week. 

But what il those souihcm Iraqi cancers were the unacknowledged re- 
<^uli i:if the use by the Americans and ihcir allies (including the British) of 
carcinogen weapons, that is to say dti(4clcd uranium shells or even chemi- 
c.its? Gulf war syndrome exists among veterans of the conflict. They have a 
right to krKAv wlK'tbcr they were harmed tw the deplqynicnt of qredal weapoos 
In their imn side or by some accident involving such wetqxrns. Robert Fisk's 
Jisccnery is tin important piece of evidence. It needs analysis -and answer 
- in Iki^dud. VVa^inglon and lAindon. Some of the energy the UN inves- 
iiguiiii> are pulling into detccling biological and chemical weapons now could 
Ih; chunnvUed into finding out exactly how they might have been used thezL 



Biair vs town halls 

DOES the Prime Minister’s appar- 
ent stance on local councils (“Blair 
ready to ditch elected counens”, 4 
March) remind anyone of a previous 
incumtent of iO Downing Street? 

Many Labour politicians were 
outraged at Margaret Thatcher’s 
abolition of the GLC and other met- 
ropolitan county councils. Much of 
the anger arose because it seemed 
that this decision was taken on the 
almost personal grounds of the GLC 
“insulting" the Government Ity 
bmdca^oig unemploymeDt figures 
r CoudtyT^ a^, even worse, 
^ sub^'^tsing bus' and tube fares. 

Is Mr Blair so aSronted at the 
thought of the (mostly Labour-run) 
town halls not being at his beck and 
call that he feels the best solution is 
to introduce yet more quangos, a 
method of running thing s which 
Labour ^ot mudi of the 1980s and 
early *90s condemning? 

If so there will be many sickened 
Labour supporters who wflj see this 
as another rapid step down the path 
from being a party of principle and 
local democracy to being a mere im- 
itation of the Tories a decade ago. 
If this is so. where can we turn? 
MICHAEL CRYAN 
Newcastle upon Tyne 

WE LEARN that Tony Blair is 
“ready to ditch elected councils". 
Docs this mean that he no longer 
wants a clc»er relationship with the 
Liberal Democrats or that he has a 
stngiriarly underdeveloped sense of 
incompatibility? 

Earl RUSSELL 
House of Lords 

Countryside March 

THE REAL issue hi g hli g hted by 
the Countryside March is not be- 
tween town and oountiy. but between 
small communities and Earmcis, and 
wealthy landownets and companies. 

Rural employment has plum- 
meted. Rum work has seen a fall 
from 68Z(X)0 workers to 603.000 in 
ten years, yet CAP subsidies have 
risen. Where has all the money 
gone, wiien most farmers complain 
of poverty? The answer is. to su- 
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peimarkets and multinational agri- 
cultural companies who are able to 
lock farmers into high purchase 
prices and low selling prices sub- 
adised by the taxpayer. guar- 
antee this by the threat 'of bu^ng 
inferior quality foods from other 
countries, often encouragiiig the 
ei^loitation of farmers in develop- 
ing countries. Fanners are then 
forced to mechanise and use vast 
amounts of pesticides and feitOiseis 
in order to remain competitive. 

We must be prepared to alter the 
CAP subsidies tystem in Older to sup- 
port small, well managed farms that 
preserve our ccmntiyade and provide 
good quality food, whilst racing 
subsidies for highly mechanised 
farming practices. Small fanners 
need suf^rt from the Natkmai 
Farmers Union to build up co-op- 
erative fanning and selling and pur- 
chasing methods that take control 
away from the profit-orientated 
companies who have no interest in 
the slate of the countryside. 

SANDY HORE-RUTHVEN 
ClaveUy, Devon 

MANY' of the problems afflicting 
Britain's countryside emerged dur- 
ing. and were partly caused by, the 
previous Conservative govemmenis. 

The paucity of local transport in 
rural areas is a consequence of the 
privatisation and deregulation of 
public transport The closure of vil- 
lage schools was started under the 
Conservatives, reflecting thefr ob- 
session with “cost-effectiveness". 
The desecration of the countryside 
by urban sprawl and new motorways 
or bypasses also derived from the 
Conservatives' wQUngness to let - 
market forces run rioL 

Wlty, therefore, did the “non-po- 
litical" CouDDynde AUlance not or- 
ganise marches when the 
Conservatives were still in office? 
PETEDOREY 
Baih 


Millennium bug 

AS YOU note, the European Com- 
iiussioD is advocating accelerated ac- 
tion on tadcling the mfllenniuffi bog 
(report, 27 February). This is aview 
with which 1 wholeheartedly agree 
and 1 am stepping up Europo^de, 
action to tackle the bug. . 

The Cra«nimem promeed fo 
its presidency of the EU to drive for- 
ward action on this issue. In the EU 
tefocoms council in Brussels on 26 
February, which I ctmired, I an- 
nounced that the UKwQlhoId a ma- 
jor EU conference in May to address 
the problems caused by the bug. We 
wQI'enoourage all member states to 
set up national campaigns, as the UK 
has done with Action 20(X). This will 
also be an exoelleat opportunity to 
share best practice arid experience 
across the whole of the EU. 

As so much business activity is tn- 
temalional, we must do all we can 
at this level to ensure that our busi- 
nesses are not unduly affected. 
BARBARA ROCHE 
fyriuunentary Under-Seeretary of 
State 

OqxtrpTUntofTrade and Industry 
London SJyj 

Rantzen and hospital 

DESPITE the reported hidings of 
the Broadcasting Standards Com- 
mission, Esther Rantzen persists in 
makmg unwarranted allegations 
about tite care of a fonner resident 
at the Briti^ Home and Ifo^Hial for 
Incurables which was featured so 
damagin^y on The Raruzen Report 
in August 1996. 

Id your report “Rantzen sticks Ity 
her hospital story” (2 March) Ms 
Rauza) states that a formec resdeot 
was moved to another hospital as a 
result of ba programme. This b not 
true. The juc&dal review process thu 
resulted in Ian being moved to a ^)e- 
cialised assessment centre was com- 


pleted before the programme was 
broadcast, and implied no criticism 
whatsoever of the care fan received 
here. BHHI wants all its residems to 
liare a pp rop riate assessments and ao- 
cess to the sendees they need. 
NOELLEKELLY 

. MatronandHouse Governor . , , 

The BtidskJiofne andHo^italfor . 
fncumbles 
London SW16 
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After F^ed 

I AM NOT “bouffant-haired". My 
hair grows like thb without aid or en- 
couragemenL I have never used a 
halr-diyer in my life and unlike 
some politicians and TV presenters, 

I have never dyed nty hair. 

"TVbs he poshed or did he fall?", 
you ask (“Cole quits toughest job in 
PR", 21 Februaiy). Neither. I retired 
after 10 fascinating and fulfilling 
yeas as a member of the main board 
of Hanods and of its holding com- 
pany, working for and with Mr Mo- 
hamed Al Rtyed, an outstanding 
busmessman and a very human, hu- 
man being Miom I shafl always regard 
as a friend. It was a privQege to know 
him and hb remarkable family. 
MICHAEL COLE 
LondemSW? 

Supermarket waste 

WE XAKE the issue of waste man- 
agement extremely seriously (“Tesco 
store tbiowii^ away food", 19 Feb- 
ru^). We work dosety with sup- 
pliers to ensure the minim nTn 
wastage whilst providing our cus- 
tomerswitb product avaflability. Wa 
are now condut^ing a trial in Man- 
chester to give diarities food near to 
kell-by dates and if successful will ex- 
tend thb to ail OUT stores in the UK. 
ANDREW COKER 
Corporate Corrunurtication 
A/artagen Tesco 
Cheshua. Hertftmishire 


Sorry, the Martians ate our story about Mr Murdoch and the Patten book 



MILES 

KINGTON 


I DONT often read The Times, but I have 
been making sure to get >i recently for the 
Fun of trying to spot aity references lo thb 
HarperCoUins business on,‘er the Chris Rit- 
ten book. Finally I came across a piece on 
the Murdoch business in Tuesday's Times, 
in which Libb)' Puives adopted a testy, oo- 
Donsensc attitude, a Now-childrea-^t- 
your-hais-and-coats-on-and-let's-aD-gD'for-B 
-jolly-heaIita>'-walk-iD-the-rain tone of voice, 
and said. Oh. come on, let's all grow up! if 
Murdodi doesn't want lo have egg thrown 
at CYiina's teadcis by Chris Patten, be b per- 
fectly entitled not to have egg flung. Almo st 
the only thing that pooled Ms Puives (apart 
from wh>' HarperCoUins had taken the risk 
of accepting the book in the first place) was 
why Tunes newspapers bad not gh en more 
ccwcragc to the whole thing. Bit odd, that. 
But one thing she was sure of. It wasn't on 
direct orders from Murdoch. 

Raymond SncKldy, who seems to han- 
dle cowrage of m^'a affairs for 77ie 


Torus, said the same sort of thii^ wlien he 
appeared on on Medium Bfruc on Radio 4 
at the weekend. He was absolutely certain 
that Murdoch hadn't bsuedartyinaructions 
to aity editor to avoid the story. Though be 
couldn't think why he hadn't givea it more 
cctverage. Nor could Peter Stothard, the ed- 
itor of The Tones. He could certainly 
vouch for the fact that he was not acting 
under pressure from Mr Murdoch. Cer- 
tainly not. There was no improper pressure 
at all. Looldsg back, he feU-be might have 
undeiplayed the story a bit, though he 
couldn't explain why. . . 

Well, 1 think I can explmn why. 1 think 
they were all dead scared Sometimes it's 
call^ self-oeasorship, sometimes it's called 
over-cautiousness, but what it is basically 
b being dead scared. Scared for your job, 
scared of being hauled over the coab, scared 
of rockiiig the boat... IMs've all done iL 
W:\-e all drawn bade from the of some 

darmg decisiofi, wo/iderrog if it was worth 


it and deciding it wasn't It's the letter of 
complaint we never dared write, the things 
we never dared say to pet^le’s foces, the 
moments of bravery that passed in a cow- 
ardly blur of mactibn, the times we could 
have investigated a qy or stoppedafi^i... 

I can remember doing h aiyself, though 
rd rather mentiona tune when it was done 
to me, as 1 come out of this story better. 
When T was doing a column for The Times, 
I wrote 8 piece in which 1 decided to par- 
od|y The Sun's style of headline-writing by 
going back thrOt^ history and wondering 
how they would have ^eeted various famous 
historical events. Itwasn’t an original idea, 
even then. I thinkl got the idea foxn a Fea- 
ture in Punch in which Alan Coren imag- 
ined all the papers reporting the birth of 
Jesus. (The only bit of that I can remem- 
ber now was his excellent headline for the 
Z>oi(yBf]ril:er “Boss's Son Inherits Earth!”)' 

Aityway, 1 came up witii some historical 
bead&nes The - 106fe “Naff Off ')bu 


Normans!" And so oa Pretty harmless stuff 
So I was amazed to get a call frgm some- 
one quite high up at The Times saying they 
oQuldn’t use the piece. They couldn’t be seen 
being rude about a sister publication. 

“Why not?" I spluttered. (I'm sure 1 
spluttered.) 

“Tones readers wouldn't know whai you 
were getting aL” 

“Of course they would! Tones readers 
despise The Sun! 

“Be that as it may. Times readers vrould 
wonder why a Times writer was being rude 
about a rista ptfolication. They would won- 
der what was behind iL" 

“Bul.. “ 

I should have saved my breath. The faa 
was that he was scared to use the piece for 
the fictitious fear of offending someone. 
What people in that position ttever actu- 
ally say, tbou^ is that th^ are dead scared 
of pubUshing something for fear of of- 
fending the boss. You'd rather Sty that you 


can't understand how it happened, or that 
aliens came down and look the item ouU 
rather than just say you wure scared... 

Never mind.! have to go to London now. 

No, not another countryside march. Tliis 
toe it’s a rather moving historical pageunL 
Y^ It s the ceremony to murk the occasion 
the return of the fateful manuaript to 
Chre Patten. It’s going to be n moving, «.r- 
t^l ntunl to maleh the handing of 

Hong Kong... Tie drums beating slowlv, 
ihe^ the muffled horses’ hoovis 
as ^ Patten walks fowanj with bent 
he^ to r«eivc the ancient tattered lype- 

wih Haip^Hm,,.. The lUOfl cmploy- 

tremendous 

^nre to ajver the handover, and lo have 

hetidlincs: 

I med to bring democracy to Rirner- 

K ’ 

„„^t "PO""! in The runes, of 
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From gay to straight 

VANESSA THORPE mistakes the 
reaction from gay men und lesbians 
towards individuaLs who come out 
backwards (“Glad not to be gay", 3 
Mareh). Our feelings arc usually of 
de^)air, not with the peison but with 
whm will be made of it by bigpts. It 
fa another weapon in their arsenal 
and they use it to tiy and prove that 
sexual orientation can be changed, 
tiiat homosexuality is an Illness, or 
a sin or a choice. 

What usually happens fa that in- 
dividuals find themselves able to re- 
^nd differently to people of the 
ophite sex- sometimes overnight. 

mty be because they have been 
throu^ a personal criris such as com- 
ing to terms with grief and loss. An- 
other section of their sexuality has 
been revealed, not created! 

Having already acccf^d a la- 
belling tystem they then fiod it im- 
possible to manage anything other 
than agty/slniighi dichotortty and im- 
mediately re-label Ihemseb’es as 
strai^L it’s very hard to man^ om- 
bivalent feelings and easier to accept 
one of them and go w^th it. The 
strength of denial about their ho- 
mosexuality becomes just us strong 
as their previous denial about their 
heterosexual feelings. 
TONYKDNRA3H 
London ECI 

Vintage 

THE MENTION in Peter Sidiel's 
Obituary (28 February) of Im father, 
Allan Sichel. reminds me of a story 
told to me by that wine connoisseur 
the late Maurice Platnauer, Princi- 
pal of Brasenose College, Oxford. 

Allan Sichel often submitted 
himself to “blindfolded" wine tast- 
ing and was admired for bis re- 
markable success in such tests. 
However on one occasion he was of- 
fered a glass of cfidm/ire good-qual- 
ity tap water. He was obviously 
pural^ and declared finally; “1 have 
never tasted this stuff before, but 1 
know that it won't sell." 

Hie last words are no longer true, 
^ter does sell. 

Professor NICHOLAS KURTI 
Oxford 
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I have seen the fwure and 

rts time to talk about it 





founded. HieD 60 per cent of the popo- 
latfon were under 20 Goiq»iied TOdi less ttem 
half that tod^. Mctfcover, m post-w en 

^en the YVizltaie State t oo t on its 'present ' 


The puppet-master of the Balkans 
is running out of strings to pull 
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HOWARD 

DAVIES 

We all live longer and the 
state no longer provides for 
; old age. Time for a 
radical rethink of our options 

IN 1900 life expectancy for a man was 49 aid 
for a woman 45. At the turn of the next cen- 
ttuy for women it wiU be 80 and for men 75 
This IS quite an achievement As Bruce 
might say, “Didn’t we do weU?- 
this century life has become less 
nasty, brutish and certainly, less short The 

fg^ofsocfe^representsatriuaqihformed- 

iiw science and for the improvements in so- 
cial conditions. But not only are we living 
longer, we are also having fewer difldren and 
having them later. In 1994 for the first time 
more women in Britain had children in their 
ear^f to mid 3(h than in theireariy to mid 20s. 

Change is usually viewed in aiy public pol- 
icy debate as a “problem”. The ageing of so- 
ciety, is no exception to this. Although the 
abOity of most people to lead longer, health- 
ier lives is to be welcomed, the shift in the bal- 
ance of our population must lead to rtinngt^ 
in many aqsects of how we arrange our af- 
foiis. This is bound to affect distributioa of 
resources between the generations. It can akn 
cause conflicts. We see it in the uncertainty 
overourftiturepensions:inJ961 there were 
four people in the working population for 
evciy pensioner: by 2030 that ratio vriO have 
hiitvcd. Globalisation, the infonnation su- 
perhighway and technological advances are 
all having a profound effect upon our lives, 
But die impact of demographic change has 
the potential to match them all. 

The phenomenon may take 30 years to 
have Its greatest impact but the signs of change 

are alreatfy around us. It is not hard to spot 
a pattern between pressures CD the Health 
vice; qieculation abont people living to 120; 
a woman having a chfld at 60: pressure on the 
Green Belt partly from the growth of sin^e 
person households; and the need to reform 
the pensions regiine.lhat is why we are 
starting an initiative wifo wnle implications 
for the way we ifamk'aboat th^ issues. It is 
called the Debate of tbe'A^ it aims to 
be the biggest exercise in public consultation 
ever undertaken in this countiy outadetbe 
formal political proces. 

The Dd»ievrill not hpwevw,Qnfybe about 
what government sh^d do. a start, we 
promise to be sceptica] of those who protest 
their willingness to pay hi^er taims to frmd 
numerous deserving causes ooify to vote the 
other way in the secrecy of the ballot box It 
is also about highlighting what is hapjpening 
so that or^nisatioDS and individuals can {dan 
their futures accordingly. 

The world has moved on since the NHS 


ei^ Qfe oqpeciaicy would be only ttareeyeas 
beyond retirement- PerhapB »Im» will tfa- 

cide to dq> dealer into its podsts tolb^ 
morrow’s elderb^ 

But that is not the trend at prese nt and ff 
the state will not pidc up the tab then iptfi- 
viduak need to understand that and piam ac- 

Gtxdm^. Ifolidcmns (iften such ihingK but 

no One has yet dansulied broadly with those 
who win be affected to see what their pralened 
options are. 

The Debate may be regarded cynically to 
start with. After all, we are taOdi^ about events 

wfaiefa entwiinafe VtyWM<B-frr>m tiqmaitid 
is a tencjeocy to assume ih? > chiBeos are not 
interested' in oampigr problems or piiwinfng 
for a new eentuiy. But 1 believe the cynics w31 
be proved wnn^ The issues coocemed are 
of central inqxntanoe to the ^pe of countiy 
we want Brit^ io be.- In the past, big popu- 
lation changes haveresufted from the Hack 
Deatl^ the Industrial Revolution or the First 
Wbrld None of these events was pre- 
dictable. 'Conveiseiy. the forthcoming popu- 
latiM} changes can be read several years ahead 
and we can cushion their impact duongh tak- 
ing, action now. 

I S{)end much of nty Hma tiying to ensure 
that penaons and long-term savings products 
can be bpuglxt with confidence. Complex fi- 
nancial sendees products were once the pre- 
serve of the relatively well-off Now th^ are 
relevant to the great mqority of the pc^ola- ' 
tion. People do adapt their e^ectations > as ' 
long as th^ are gjven the information to as- 
sess their ibices in advance. 


deb 

ofthew 


Dependence on occupational pension 
scheme no longer reflects mai^ people’s ca- 
ieerpatteins.Therei5awide acceptance that 
the smtewiHiaovide dofy a basic pensioD and 
benefits safety net. So we alreacty know that 
need to save to ensure that old age is not 
onymcius wjhb a desrem mto poverty ahbough 
we are stin unsure about bow to maxinuze our 
pioqperiQf across our life-spans. 

An important part of the Debate will be 
about howwe pay for age. But h is not only 
or even piimarify about elderiy people. It 
should be controversial and -address thor- 
ough (fifBbutt social, economic ud 
issues. On some issues a consenw^may 
emer;^ but even- where it does not, people 
will be better informed about these issues 
whidi win have a major inqiact on their lives. 

'Wb want some 30 mOUem pe(^fe to {dty 
some pare over the next two yeais. It ^oiiJd 
be good for policy-maidiig and insofar as it 
increases undeistanding and involves tis all, 
good for democracy too. 

Howard Davies is President of Debate of Ae 
AgLAnyonewhowcfuldliJoeior^fsterA^'i^ews 
should call 0800 783 4652 or use the website 
www.age2000.ag.uk 


tfthe West wants peace 
in regions of ethnic 
hatred, it must be 
prepared to intervene, 
says Rupert Cornwell 


ONE DICIATOR is bade in his box - 
at least for a week or two. A couple of 
weeks ago, Renan Cook was readily the 
riot act to Saddam Hnsseio. Now he is 
in Befgcade. doing the same to Slobo- 
dan Milosevic, connoissetir of fine 
Scotch whisly. President of vdiat is left 
of the former Yngoslaria, and perennial 
Balkan troublemaker. 

The trouble this time is in the 
province of Kosovo, part of Serbia but 
{>opdated for 90 per cent by edinic Al- 
banians. At rriuch point acute BaiicgTi 
fetigoe among readers m^ already 
have set in. And you may be forgiven 
that reaction. '9^bas been cried time 
and a^in over Kbsovc^ yet when almost 
eveiy other possiUe BaDcan conflict has 
fa^jpened, this one has not. But Koso- 
vo contains the seeds of a disaster 
greater even than Bosnia. Bor de^ite 
its baibariiy, and the honors of “eth- 
nic cleansing”, the Bosnian conflict 
was confined within the former Yu- 
goslavia; any co-incidence between 
Sarajevo 1992 and Sarajevo 1914 was 
purely geographicaL 

But today’s undeclared war in the • 
{UDvinee is a different propositioa. The 
first link in the Dooimday diain is ob- 
viously neighbouring Albania (much of 
it in a state of quaa-anarchy). Next door 
lies Macedonia, vntb its large and vo- 
ciferous Albanian minorily. But trouble 
in Macedonia could well drag Greece, 
lypersensitive to events in that countiy, 
iiUothefr^... and if Greece, thenwiy 
not Thikey? None of this has happened 
yet-but the Kosovo crisis veering out 
of control 

Like most di^tes in the Balkans, 
the oripns of this one go bade centuries; 
bntjts current version stems from the 
refusal of Mr hfilosevic to ^ve back the 
autooony he stiqqied frtm the {xovnice 
ten years ago. In 1997 the conffict was 
radicalised by the guertflla Kosovo Lib- 
eration Ansy, oommitt^ to frill inde- 
pendence. Inevitabty, the emergence of 
thisfbrceuiidexininedlbrahimRugo- 
va, the political leader of the Kosovo Al- 
banians, who had largely managed to 
keep the disrate non-vudenL Then 
^weekend,^efo'secuii^forces knied 
at least 20 Albanians. The internation- 
al community dings public to the no- 
tion that a deal for autonongr short of 
independence can be struck. But after 
the latest eventt. most Albanians sim- 
I^waat ouL The {xmder-keg is primed. 
Student demonstrations next week 
could provide the match. 

And yet however perverse it may 
sound, tltoie is hope to be extracted from 
this mess, even as Mr Cook beats the . 
path to Belgrade well worn by countless • 
other Western emissaries whom Presi- 
dent Milosevic has received and dien ig- 
nored. E^r one thing, m contrast to their 



sabre-rattling over the Aegean and 
Cyprus, Greece and Tbrk^ are acting 
wifo the utmost care. And surefy, sure- 
fy, the West has learnt from hs mistakes 
m Bosnia, Miete but for hs pusillannni^ 
towards the Bosnian Se^ the war 
might have been stopped in 1992 or 
1993. 

E^>ect no mirades from the EU, in 
whose name Mr Cook vrin be qieak^ 
Wb have had the standard co^emna- 
tions of Serinan violence, denuDciations 
of “terrorism” and pious exhortations 
to restramt and diak^e. Wb had mudi 
of that in Bosnia too. Expect none ei- 
tberfrom the United Nations, if the for- 
mulaic pleadings of Mis Maty 
Robinson, its High Commisdoner for 
Human Ri^ts, are anything to ^ by. 
But then again, as Bosnia {xoved i^nou- 
seam, you cannot ask the UK to keep 
the peace if there is no peace to keep. 
'Whidt leaves Nato, or more exactly, tte 
US. It was air strikes in 1995 vriiich gave 
teeth to Richard Holbrooke’s n^ti- 
ating mission and helped drive Mr 
NClosevic to sign the Dayton peace 
accords, and it is a Nato gtabiliMtion 
force which is today keeping the peace 
in Bosnia. 

So why not a similar approach over 


Kosovo, if the Seibs persist in their vi- 
olent denial of rights to the Albanian 
m^ority? If that causes Mr Milosevic 
to turn against the West, much better 
that he vent his ^eeo against us who 
have the means and the might to reast, 
rather than against the desperate Koso- 
vo Albanians who have tasted his {loi- 
son often eoou^ ahea^. As Booiia also 
proved, if the West really desires peace 
in places vihere ethnic hatred runs 
fierce and deep, it mint be thereto pro- 
vide h. And acting as enforcer in Koso- 
vo would be far better employment for 
BritiA and AmericaD faces t^ atting 
m the Gul^ threatening Iraq with attacks 
that would onfy inflate the prestige of 
Saddam Hussein and destabflise that re- 
gion further. In the case of Mr Milose- 
vic the oppoate is true. 

Fbr, vdiatever ha{^>enB next, the 
fiupiiet master of the Balkans is nmning 
out of strings to pull His dream of trans- 
formhig Yugoslavia into a “Greater Ser- 
bia” has crumbled. True, Dayton did 
create a sq>atate Bosnian Serb stateleL 
But apart from Sertiia itself, the onfy oth- 
er component of the former Yugoslavia 
which remains is Montenegro, nm by a 
relative moderate whose election MQo- 
seric tried to prevenL And now Koso- 


Grievlngin 
Kosovo: 
Serbian 
police killed 
16 Albanian 
protestors 
in the latest 
damp^lown 

Photograph: 

Reuters 


vo, the holiest name in Serbian histo- 
ry, is slq^ing from his graqi. 

If Milosevic restores to the province 
its former autonomy, he will be pillo- 
ried by Serbian nationalists. If he tries 
to eomidete the aack-denm be has start- 
ed, inristfng that Kosovo is an “internal 
affair” in wluch the West has no right 
to meddle, the sanctions triiich are ci^ 
pling the rump-Yugoslavia he rules will 
certainly not be loosened. Quite posa- 
bty they wiD be t^ened, which can 00^ 
strengthen the cause of those among his 
countrymen who want to rejom the 
world. Or there could be a very direct 
response from Nato. 

Mr Mflosevic of course is the crafti- 
est of customers, capable of turning the 
bitter foes of yester^ into todays tac- 
it allies of convenience. He has held on 
to power with a brutal grip. But Koso- 
vo just might be his last stand. The 
Balkan crisis, it could be said, began 
there, when the Ottoman Thiks de- 
stroyed the Seit^ Knights in 1389. Six 
centuries later, it was Kosovo where 
Milosevic made hk rabidly nationalist 
^>eecb wfaiefa unleashed the latest cfaa{>- 
ter of the crisis. And it is Kosovo 
where, this decade cd Balkan mayhem 
could, and should end. 
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eSorry I’m not cool, but that doesn’t mean I’m no use 
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! BEN 

BRADSHAW 

A reply to Wkyne 
Hemingway, who 
accused New 
Labour of being 
old at heart 


SOME people are never hap- 
py. Now that Britain’s “cre- 
adves” are bei^ given toe 
official recognition they’ve 
craved for they hate it First an 
anarchist soger whose real 
name is I^gel tips cold water 
over Jtton Rrescott and now de- 
signer Whyne Henungway 
against “Cool Briuuinia” and 
the “middle7aged” values of 
new MPs like me. 

Tm sorry weYe not 
enough for Wiync. It’s toagb to 
be cool when a typical con- 
stitueoQ' day includes abse ilin g 

down a tower Mode in a gale for 

chariQr, calling the nonibeis at 
GAP bingo, trying to help 20 
constituents at surgery and line 
/t.Tirtng at toe Labour Qub. 

parfiament is worse: stn^, 
tradition-bound, tnfunating. 


Wsyne should try getting elect- 
ed and see how good be looks 
bobbing up and down saying 
“Yes Ma’am, no Ma’am and 
three bags full to toe Right Ho- 
nourable CeDtlemaiL” 

But this is exactfy why 
Britain needs re-branding. 
“Cbol Britannia” is a media, not . 
a government invention, but 1 
don’t mind the tag as loi% as it 
means that we’re questioning 
bow we see ouiretves and how 
we’re viewed by others. The 
world still sees Kitain as a back- 
ward-looking theme park of 
royal p^eantiy, poor food and 
grifftipperlip. UR products are 

viewed as low-tech and bad val- 
ue. None of this is tree of a 
country is iimovative, di- 
verse ^ tolerant mu^ 
is toe big^ single export 


worth £12bn a year and lodiao 
restaurants have a higher turn- 
over than coal steel and shi{>- 

h nflrfmg c Qinh inari 

What 15 wrong with doing 
what Ireland and Spain have 
done and saying: “Hey, we’re 
not like you think we are. WsVe 
changed.”? The Government is 
not interested in wrapping itself 
in a “Cool Britannia” flag. 
Much ofvtoat’s cool today will 
be uncool tomorrow. If I 
bou^t one of Mr Hemii^w;^ 
aiits, would it still be cuttoig 
edge in two yean? 

But we should harness our 
strengths - individuality, cre- 
ativi^ and hmovation. Rutyper 
cent of important post-war in- 
ventions have been British, and 
that’s accordmg to a Japanese 
survey, but weVe lacked the po- 


litical and economic conditions, 
to make toe most of them. 
This is the first government to 
take the culture industry seri- 
ously. Gordon Brown's first 
bu(^t prorided extra ftmding 
for film. It is natural that cre- 
ative peo{}le should be waiy of 
politidans ap pr eyriating them. 
After all they get their energy 
from subverting established 
ways of thintcing But just be- 
cause we’re saying they're im- 
portant does not mean we’re 
tiying to tell them what to do. 

The parly processes do tend 
to favour safe and sometime 
bland candidates capable of 
wide appeal But my selection 
was far from safe. My par^ se- 
lected me - a g^ man and a 
newcomer to politics -because 
it wanted change. 


'W^e says we’re failing to 
represent the millions of 14 to 
31s. But those 1 talk to don’t 
want a government that’s hip. 
They dem *t want one that makes 
an ass of itself by lelliog them 
bow to lead their lives. Just one 
that gets on with toe reforms 
that might make it easier for 
them to realise their dreams. 

The New Deal to give more 
youi^ people the oppoituni^ 
to and the expansion of 
higher adwpgtlnn . Inrhiding 
fees for toe better off - are two 
sudi reforms derided by T^ne. 
They mi^t not be cool or sesy, 
but then again, the thing ji that 
make a real difference to jieo- 
ple's lives seldom are. 

Ben Bradshaw is Labour MP 
fbrExeta: 


WIN the perfect Mothers Day present 
a two night st^ at™ 


y Hf AITN HYDRO 
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hallelujah, toe MUlennium 
Dome is going to be toe envy oftoe 
advertising world. It appears our 
Millennium festoities, descril^ la« 
^v•L•ck by the Prime Minister m luto 
lOJics of portentous religioaiy, wffl 
ltoss e%'erv frontier in toe history of 

cnmnien.'ial^hucfcstcrism. If yoa 
fame's tocme- 

brace yourself (,ggertiiiim nappy 


for toe New Maiennium B^nence 
Coarnam confirmed to Pan^ that 
toe nappy wfll in feet be sold as a^- 

uiuTcnesaad Fampe^ saidJez 





Asarof the NMEC hisoBiiemcni 

Sf^«poieBtfeloutdisu.^g^ 

^ de»l. His 

sumabW be flogging 

every sawe, waB. chair and 

The promo Uleratineforlte DOT^ 
Dooy ^ ^*h the world s 

nfavsical repies<m“ti®a oftoe 
*^SS^ri^d intclleetual- 
fauman form, a iiffl cbouldn’t 

*^«£nLuYfes,JackoLairf*s9**S 


featfirg hnge statncs of androgynona 
yoatos in Cahin-qKnisor^ midei> 
pants - or does toe crntdiMtoitdiimg 
have better taste? 

LAJESTvtoid is tout Tikinfo has 
just become the first fifan.to gross over 
. Slbm Amazing. le^, with an ending 
that mHUons- of pec^e aw^ 
■shaking their heads at toe absmdf^ trf 

its final seeae. in which a “pricd»” 
necklace called the “Coeur de fat 
Mer” is deliberate^ tossed into the 
ocean on a sentnnental whim. In re- 


ality, that neddaoe was made of some- 
thing called cubic zircoiiium by As- 
prey^ of Bond ScreeL Now tfaqr have 
gone back to the workroom and pro- 
duced a $35m verson of toe piece that 
includes a 170-carat Ceylon sapphire 
and 30 carats of diamonds. 

It mil be auctioned in Bever^ HiDs 
on 21 March to raise funds for The 
Princess Diana, Princess of ^es 
' Fbnd. 

YESTERDAYAe hades v.iio comptix 
theJ'njJ^PaBatrtauarybranekrneim 
a roan deep in the Canmais and 
passedamotiaieondanningKenLiv- 
ingplone. Tfuswdsinre^onae to Ken's 
UMing of a Commons motion attack- 
ing the strikers at the ‘Morning Stari, 
nAidi made him the Just Labour MP 
since the last election to attack an 
fidoT labour di^ie. If you don't un‘ 

dastand aB tiie ram^cations of this 
haded Left v meda battle, then 
yait'reinAe'anneboatiisPcmdora. 


MEANWHILE Matt Drudge, the 
feBriess“cyberontlaw^gossipcolniii- 
nist vriio broke toe Monfea Leirinsky 
story on his Intmnet web site:, has 
signed a deal with Rnpert Mur- 
doch’s Fox News Network. Is this toe 
first cyber seU-ont? Drudge, who 
sports thfefc dreadlocks and crai 
thicker nerdy passes, will be pre- 
senth^ a wetoly half-hoar dbat sboix 
This follows Us appearance mi 
NBCs ‘‘Meet *nie Press’* several 
weeks back vrtien he waved a G(^ of 
Mnrdoch’s NY Fbst at the camera, 
praisii^ its cove rag e of OintoiL A|^ 
parentiy Drudge is also beiiig pursued 
by an American pnbKshei; Judith Re- 
gan of R^nn Books, an imprint of 
Mradodf^ Harper CriUns, to write an . 
antii«stabUslua^t media book. Bat 
don't expect any seoiqis about rThimi 
at w^driidgereport.emn in the 
nearfritare. 

Pandora 


If you ire stude for ideas for 
Motoerr - wiy not trait her 
tD a hscurfois dwo night sof at 
Ragdale hWl Health H|^re,whfd> 
b linated in die Ldcescenhtre 
counDyUde. 

Ragdiie Hall has something for 
everyone. VSdiedier you want an 
acdue or leiEurely di^ a ctonn 
to unwind ei* tone uph to died 
wHriR or your worries. 

It has tong been assodaied wtih 
exoelknee in beauty treamwits 
and b eondnuelly d e v el oping new 
and tnnovadve ire at i i ie ms , Why 
not vy die Muld-Method 
nossy or EquBlbrlum which Is a 
rdaxing scalp neck and bade 
massage. 

Apart from their deTidous healdw 
aiisiiie Rpgdale Hall also offers a 
folly eqidpped gyrnnasium, « 
spaideus studio for greup 
acdvhies and a hocurious 
swimming peoL 

VW have cauned up with tUfdale 
Hall to offer a two night st^ for 
OND people bi a Suite. iMs also 


includes a free massage, or 
iniroduaory fedaJ or 
cofidhioning hand weatment per 
Of. 

The runner up prize Is an 
ovemi^t Relaxer Break in a 
Superior Room vdiich ftidudes a 
bedc and shoulder massage or 
feciaL 

To enter thb compet hiun dmply 
dbl die number below answer 
the following quesdon on line 
end learn your name, fun address 
and conoec numben 

Qs One ofthe therapies at 
Ragdale Hall fawolves 
placing needles Into the 
skin at prauure points 
around the body - name 
this ttjde of therapy 

Cali 0930 563815 


ftrfiftharfcfbmMdo n aHWpgdqfe 
Her pfewe eri 0IS64 4S4UI 


Ob Hd PWHWM H a OMI. WWwfkM m iwiSmi tWr Dim dw* IS Hvdi ina 

U>1l»lPiiVi|ii>fWM*%nbi^||. EdMchdidtekM 
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Signs point both ways on interest rates as booming services industry contrasts sharply v/ith slump in retail sector on day of MPC meeting 

Skill shortages 
highlight Bank’s 
rates dilemma 


By Diane Coyle 

Econoniics Editor 


FRESH signs that the pace of 
activi^ picked up in service 
industries such as finance and 
coramuiucatioos last month 
piled on the interest rate agony 
yesterday, as the Bank of 
England's Monetary Policy 
Committee (MPC) started its 
two-day meeting. 

Conflicting signals Ctom ser- 
vices and manufacturing mean 
experts are uncertain whether 
or not to espect an increase in 
the cost of torrowing from the 
current rate of 7.2S per cent 
when the Committee makes its 
announcement at midd^ tod^. 

Kevin Daiiiogton. an econ- 
omist at ABN-Amro, said the 
extremely buoyant survey of 
the service sector was probably 
not enough by itself to sway 
today's decision. But be added: 
“If it is a portent of faster GDP 

growth, we can ejqject a rate rise 
in the next two to three nxmths.” 

On the other band, Fcancesca 
Massone at Goldman Sachs pre- 
dicted a quarter point rise to^. 

The MPCs vote was ^t fiw 
to three in favour of leaving rates 
unchanged in January, and is 
believed to have been divided on 
the same lines in February. 
Analysts iiiUy expect another 
qdk tl^ month in the free of the 
dit emma posed by Britain's two- 
speed economy, but are not 
sure whether any members wfll 
have chained sides. 

Industiy’s case for leaving 
rates alone was pressed yester- 
day Margaret Beckett, Fires- 
ident of the Board of liade. ^ 
a radio inter^new she sai± “The 
position is one where people 
have got some concerns and 
there are some manufacturers 
who are feeling the pinch.** 

However, the survey from 
the Chartered Institute of 


Purchasing and Supply (CIPS) 
showed the pace of grtwth in 
services picking op to a seven- 
mouth h^ in February. An in- 
ertrase in the activity index from 
?9.0 to 60.7 - both well above 
the 50 “breakeven" levei>was 
driven by a surge in new busi- 
ness. 

Employment rose, but not 
enough to prevent an increase 
in the bacldog of outstanding 
business. Companies said the 
limit on recruitment was skill 
shortages, which made it diffi- 
cult to replace staff who left. 

As a result, costs - mainly 
salaries - increased, with one in 
five respondents reporting an 
increase during the month 
compared with only 4 per cent 
reporting a decline. Prices 
charged rose too. and at a faster 
rate than the previous month, 
althou^ they have been grow- 
ing at a slower pace than costs. 

Peter Thomson, director- 
general of the CEPS, said the' 
buoyancy applied across the ser- 
vice industries (although the 
survey exdudes retafling). Skill 
shortages were most severe in IT 


Senrices boom 
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“The pressure is greatest in 
a nanow range of skills. Those 
people can virtually write their 
own salary cheques." he said. 

Manpower, the employment 
services agency which is one of 
the UK’s biggest employers, 
confirmed this picture of short- • 
^es. As well as the computer 
industry, there was also near- 
saturatioo of the jobs maricet ibr 
staff at call centres and tele- 
marketing operations in some 
areas. 

But Ibny Hoskins of Man- 
power added that, aside from 
retailii^ - where demand for 
staff was slacking off, there 
was general buoyancy of'de- 
mand. “I would say manufac- 
turing remains strong almost 
despite the pound," he said. 

The CIPS survey covers 500 
burinessesin five sectors; hotels 
and restaurants, transport and 
cooimuTucations, fiiianoe, infor- 
mation technology, business 
services and personal services. 
In total, these account for about 
a third of national output, com- 
pared mth manufacturing's 23 
per cent share. 

The strong pound has kept 
manufoctuiiiig in the doldrums. 
According to the latest official 
figures, two broad categories of 
services - transport and ooxn- 
municalioa and business scr- 
vic^and finance -grew by 6 J 
and 7.6 percent respectively last 
year, ^nufacturing output, by 
contrast, expanded just 1.6 per 
cent and has slowed further. 

In the retail sector, yesterday 
brou^t wammgs of a sales 
siowdofwn from three furniture 
and carpet bu^esse^ C^- 
petr^L '^d Ete- 
taifing, exciuded from tbe 
survey, has enjoyed strong 
volume growth according to 
official figures, but this can be 
ejqjlained partly by price 
di^uoting. 



Shares in MFf, Carpe lr f g li t and DF5» the ftirntture retailer, fell sharply y es t er day as analysts cut profit forecasts 


Photoffuph: Ted Ditchburn 


Top retailers hit by new year sales slowdown 
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By Nigel Cepe 

Gty CorresporKtent 


Three large retaileis Sashed the 
warniDg sign on interest rates to 
the Bankof En^ancfsMtxietaiy 
Poliqr Committee yesterday 
when they reported a sharp 
skmdowD in sala On the day die 
committee began its two-day 
meeting on Interest rates. MFl, 
Caipelri^ and DFS, the furni- 
tuie ret^er, all said sales had 
been weak in late Jariuaiy and 
through February. Shares in all 
three feO sharply as analysts cut 
their pnffitfoiecafls. 

was die wo^ hit mdi its 
shares diving 23 percent to 9^. 
DFS shed 21 per cept to 463,5p 

cent The wamil^ 

dragged down shares in other 
durable goods zetaQeis such as 
Allied Carpets, Dixons and 
Kingfisher. 

Richard Edwards, retail an- 


alyst at Salomon Smhb Barney. 

said the slump in deman d for 
more elusive purchases such 
as soEas and carpets could affect 
die decision on rates. “This 
sends an inieresting message to 
the Bank of Eirgiand. Ai^ “big 
tidoct" stuffisdying. It ison^ the 
smaller item retailQS arch as the 
DIY stores diat are doing welL" 
IbrQ' Shiiet, retaD analyst at 
Oedit Suisse First Boston 
agreed: “It probate reduces the 
need for an interest rate rise. Ex- 
pectations had been bloated by 
the windfell fector of last year but 
underiying demand does not 
look fiiat good." Analysts said 
riiey eapected more durable 
goods, retaflers 

wacmogs. "There are prob^ly 
motein tbepi|ielme,"aau^ 
Josephson ofFammire GonkxL 
MFI, the kitcheas and furni- 
ture group said trading in itskey 
winter had been below ex- 
pectations and specifically 


Hameri hi^r interest rates for 

theiTBibiia* that tfm 

year’s profits vrould be flat and 
said the whole finnhuie sector 
was suffering. LsUer in the day 
Carpetri^tissueditsowawam- 
ings^ii^ithadsufferedaskMN 
down and that sales bad not met 
expectatmos in die last 10 weeks. 

Jolm Raiidall, chief executxre 
of Mn safo homeowners whose 
mortgages payments are adjust- 
ed by annual reviews would have 
been infotmed in January of ibdr 
new payments which he said 
could rise by aroimd 20 per cent 
from April Mr Ranchdl said 
MFl had erqqyed three good 
weeks after Boxmg Day but 
ionfte rheq “eve^tlUDg haS foil- 
en. av^ He„said. the- short 
forin'oulibolc was *foot partku- 
larfy buoyanL" 

MFl said sales in the 16 
weeks to date were iq> by just 2 
per cem. Anahsis cut their prof- 
its forecasts fr^fSSm to £ffim. 


The news was equally grim at 
DFS, the furniture group run by 
Sir Graham Kiikham. It said Its 
profits for the ax months to Jan- 
uary “will not exceed the £18.7m 
reported last year". It said sales 
h^ started well in its financial 
year whkh starts in Jufy but bad 
bemi badly affected by the death 
of Princess Diana in August and 
remained shiggisb for several 
weeks aftenrards. It added that 
while its January sale bad start- 
ed strongly, sales bad dien fidl- 
enback. 

SrGiahamsaklitwasDatjust 
DFS that was soffeiing: “Thm 
is evidence that trading coodi- 
dons ate toii^ across tte whole 
foniituFB industry :9pdtl^pFS 
is cootinuipg to 
sliaie." Analysis hare art tlielr 
full year forecasts from £46im to 
£38 dl 

Carpetri^t said 'its sales had 
not met eipectations. “From 
being S per cent ahead on a 12m 


for like basis sales have not met 
anticipated levufa$ during the lust 
10 weeks," it sakL 

’'Iladingoonditions in the car- 
pet market are tough, but Car- 
petr^t and Caqpet Depot are 
eo n timing to pick Up market 
^larc. Maigfos icmain strong dc- 
sfxtetheinaiktildnoaicandcon- 
dnue to be above last year^ 
levels." it added. 

The company expected to 
betxadingfromarourtdSOOC^- 
petiight and Chipet Depot sfoics 
by its year end and aniidpiucd 
opening around 20 stores next 
year. 

Carpet andfimiituie rclaileis. 
eajcyed a good year in 1997 
boo^ce^. by|i)3(ati^^ low inter- 
est ^ toi^ts of ^nd^ 

M pa^ts from (fo-mulu;^^ 
building societies. But as inter- 
est rates rose and consumers ap- 
peared to sore a higfi pn^xxtion. 
of their windfalls mai^ retailers 
have feared a slowdown. 
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Powderject shares soar on R&D deal 
with Glaxo for high-speed ‘injections’ 


By Andrew Yates 


Shares in PowderJect, the 
bintecbnolog>’ ^up, leapt tw 
one-ihird to41S.Sp as the group 
announced Europe's largest 
ever pharmaceutical research 
and development deal. It has 
teamed up with Glaxo Well- 
come. one of the hugest drugs 
groups in the world, to devel- 
op a rcvDlutionaiy system of dri- 
ving drugs through the skin at 
high speed whtcb could even- 
tually replace injections. 

lite deal promises to trans- 
form the financial fortunes of 
RwlerJcct Hftich onb' floated on 


the stock market Iasi year and has 
yet to make a profit. Ckno is pay- 
ing S2<hn (£lSm) up front for 
wD.-:d-wide rights to market and 
- develop a total of 1 1 new treat- 
ments. It could end up payiqg 
more than £180m If these treat- 
roems progress tiirou^ clinical 
trials. Those trials are likely to 
take a numberof years, hut if the 
process are suocesflil analysts be- 
lieve drat they could <^>en up a 
new market worth faundieds of 
ntiZlions, and perhaps 
pounds. If that happens Powder- 
ject will also receive royalties, 
over and above Glaxo's sub- 
stantial milestone payments. 


I^ul Drayson. chairman and 
chief executive of FowderJect, 
said yesterday: “We are pleased 
that Glaxo Wellcome have re- 
alised our potential. They can 
use their research powerhouse 
to develop these remedies." 

“So far trial results [from the 
new system] have exceed our 
ejqjectations and this is just a 
small part of our potential 
market,** he added. 

ADan Baxter, gtoig) research 
director at Glaxo, said: “We are 
particularly excited about this 
novel technology which offers 
Glaxo Wellcome a unique and 
competitive c^iportunity to 


build on our established 
strength in anti-virals and our 
emerging portfolio in cancer.” 
The partners wiD work to de- 
velop a range of more eEfectire 
vaccines usng DMA to aeate a 
greaterresistance to diseases. As 
well as vaccines for Hepatitis B, 
HTV and cancer, Glaxo will look 
to work on a portfialio of other 



Glaxo demonstrated its con- 
fidence in the new system by 
taking a 7.7 per cent stake in 
Powderject at aoost of £12.1nL 
It has pledged QOt to buy or sell 
arty of these shares for the next 
two years. 


PiQwderJea is woddng on a 
wide range of other applkations 
for its new process, and has also 
■agnftd agreements wjtfa Onro- 
sctence and Roche to develop 
other treatment 

The group was founded in 
1993 in Oxford to exploit the 
University’s research in the 
field of drug vaccine delivety. 


Family hoists for-sale sign as fire leaves Robert Dyas heading into the red 


By Nigel Cope 


ROBERT DYAS. the high 
street ironmoiiger with roots go- 
ing back more than 120 years, 
is to be sold following the dis- 
ruption of a fire in its warehouse 
in Dveember. 

The founding Dyas family, 
whidi still controls the business, 
took the decision foUenving a 
slralti^* reriew by Coopers & 
LybrauidL The business recorded 


profits of £L2m last year on sales 
of£40m. However, this year the 
disniptioo of the fire is expect- 
ed to push the company into the 
red.Coopers said th^ were 
hopeful of finding a buyer and 
had received “an astonishing lev- 
el of interest”. A sale price of 
around £20m is expected. 

The business was founded by 
Robert Dyas who, it is claimed, 
came over from Ireland in 1872 
with £5 in his pocket and set up 


an iraomoogei’s shq> in the GQr 
of London. The business fared 
weD until the Second Wmid Wtr 
when Its shops where badly 
damaged m the Blitz. Tvro 
broifaeis. Pat and Gerald Dyas, 
then built the business up again 
and it now has 67 stores across 
the South-east of England. 

In a market increasingly 
dominated by out-of-town 
superstores such as B&Q and 
Homebase. Robert Dyas has 


stuck to its oidre with functional 
h^ street stores crammed with 
DTY equi^nent, light eiectzical 
goods and kitdienware. 

Although the family owes 
mod (tf the oonqaany, it OD^ plays 
a minor role in its operations 
since new management was 
Ixoti^ in 1994^ Pit Dyas, a non- 
executive direcnx', is the last 
fomOy member on the board. 

The fire in the bead office 
and warehouse in Croydon, 


south London, in December 
caused si gnifican t disruption 
to the bu^Mss which had had 
to arrange supplies direct from 
mnnufacturers. The company 
said it bad received an interim 
payment from the msurers of 
£2.5m and said the finanw-s of 
die company “remain sound”.' 

Roger Polder, the »*ainnan 

of Clark's Shoes, has been ap- 
pointed a non-executive direc- 
tor to help in the sale process. 


BMW apologises to Vickers 
over Rolls-Royce remarks 


By Mkhae) Harrison 


THE CHAIRMAN of BMW, 
the German car maker, yester- 
day apologised to 'V^kers after 
repoiledfy describing the way it 
was handling the sale of its lux- 
ury cara business RoOs-Royoe as 
a “game of poker”. 

Bernd Piesdieisrieder tele- 
phony Sir Colin Chandler, 
the Vickers chairman, saying he 
had been very embarrassed by 
the repons but that his remarks 
had been distorted. .Mr 
Pieschetsrieder was also re- 
ported to have criticised ^ck- 
ezs' dectrioo to launch the new 
RoDs model the Seraph, before 
the sale was completed. 

BMW is one of four com- 
panies expected to put in a bid 
for the Crewe-based luxury car 
maker by the end of this month. 
Volkswagen, Tbyota and Ford 
ai» also thoi^ to be interB^fid 
in bidding. Daimler-Benz may 
throw its hat in the ring, even 
though it was reported yester- 
day to bare pulled out 

Vickers is not [danoiog to en- 
tertain a bid from a group of 
Etolls-Royce ovraers led iry 
Kevin Mocley, the fonner 
marketing and ^es director of 
Rover. The groi^ had not been 


sent the memoiiandum of sale 
by Vickers’ adrisers Lazards 
rince it had not demonstrated 
its financial credibility, said Sir 
Colin. 

. The sale is expected to raise 
£350m-£400zo, alibougb esti- 
mates for the value of Rolls 
range from as low as £200m to 
as mudt as £80(kn. Sfr Cotin said 
that it would take until the 
middle of the year, however, for 
the sale to be completed. 

Sir Colin also confirmed 
that Vickers had pulled out of 
talks to take over GKN*s ar- 
moured vehicles divisioiL The 
plaa would have been to merge 
it with Videen^ Challenger tank 
division but Sir Colin said the 
two sides could not agree on 
pride. 

GKN is thought to have 
beaten a consortium led 
Vipers to a multHulliOD pound 
co at r act to derelop anew molfr 
role aimour^ vehicle for the 
British, Preach and German 
armies. Based oaths, GKN has 
put whar VidEers regards as an 
excessive valuation on the 
business. 

Sir Colin said it appeared to 
be the German govermneot 
which was anxious to proceed 
with the new vehicle qukkly and 


bad selected the CKN-lcd 
Eurokonsortium abend of the 
Vickers consortium. Bui he 
questioned whether the des^ 
^selected was the best value for 
money and urged the L^K gpv- 
eroment not to be “bounced'* 
into a decision which was 
against its best interests. 

He was speaking as Vickers 
reported a 9 per cent decline in 
operating profits last year to 
£7S.8m. The figures exclude 
£57m of exceptionals, mainiy 
goodwill write-offs relating to 
the disposal of its medical di- 
vision. Vidreis also spent £2.4ni 
defending itself against the 
abortive bid from the autoh 
motive group Mayflower. 

Although Rolls-Royce cu 
sales rose iO per cent, prdi^ 
from the automotive .division 
dipped from £37.6m to £30.Sin 
as margins were squeezed by the 
need to sell older models in 
advance of the launch of the ‘ 
Seraph. 

Vickers has enough order to 
keep its tank factories in Leeds 
and Newcastle busy for the 
next two years and Sfr Colin -«Mid 
it was hopeful of sealing a 
£350m order for Challenger 2 
tanks from Qatar in the next 
three months. 
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Company law: If it aint broke, why fix it? 


OUTLOOK 


ON WHY THE COMPANIES 

ACT SHOULD BE LEFT 

alone, underselling 

STATE ASSETS. AN.D 
WHETHER PSION IS IN' 

A technological 

CULDESAC 


JF*A CAMEL 

then perish the thm^ht rf what 
Scc)K<t*9 reviewed coa^ni^ law 
™^IOWneup. WhafWftauft tteflKng wirii 

here is a Stcexix]g Gronp advised by a OoD' 
suitative Committee badt^ up fay at least 
fflWQriopgRarzKSL 

Thankfully, dm new beast, v4jatever it 
ni^t b^ wQl not be waning tbe body oor- 
P0t^eU»]liadblhissiderfthi* wrinemrit - 
□m. It will take thiee years to cmnpiete the 
review, meaning there is no rfangw of any- 


Act until wen into L^xnn^ second tenn. 

Since the last overhaul erf co mpaiy law 
was SO years ^oanrirfiirff th e 

Blation is still laigety based on the model 
the Victorians dreamed up 150 yean ago, 
another four or five years doeao^ seem Eke 
a long time to wait 

But there’s the rub. If there was any- 
thing fun daroentally wrong with conipany 
Wasitstands^ then present Act woukf be 
rqsped iq> nq:w and replaced wifii something 
more Bpprc^ariale. The fact that the Gov^ 
enunent gannnt find rime in its l^islative 
programme in this Parliament rather 
provm the CBl's point ihpt it jg hard to 
tect pressure for radka] diange. Noc, it ap- 
pears, do ministeis have strong views on 
what to do with iL 

Admittedly, it is early and who 
hnows how manyhampsmijghtbcdisccrv- 
eied to add to the final desigD. But it is hard 
to see what the leinew can amount to oth- 
er dian an ezerc&e in good-bousekeepmg. 
The consulmtrve dociment that lauodied 
the process yesterd^ is not exacly laden 
down with oQiaqites of how unsert^ndoos 
busmessmen are driving a coach and bcas- 


•es throt^ existiag l^uJatxaL About the 
worst it comes with is the ynrirpjpted 
nahire of a law whidi reqmres compaiues 
tt) hawe h) mamtam legBtns of past share- 
holders and file their accounts manually, 
thew! 

If there were to be another MaxweD, 
Ouinness or Polly Feck, then the Govern- 
ment ebuki easi^ amend the p r es e n t law 
to deal with iL Is it leaOy necessary to 
rewrite the whole thing? Rom the outsde, . 
fiiis leriew looks su^ucioasty like a of 

ducking the issue of legzsla^ on corpo- 
rate governance. That, and the &ct that the 
DTI has to justify hs somehow 

or other. 

Mes Bedcen claims the words **£81 eat’’ 
never passed her lips, even when Labour 
was in opposition. It was cmlamfy a 
favourite phrase of her minisieclan Mc- 
Cartney, aho will also take a hand in the 
review. Luckily; he wQI fday seomd fiddle 
to Lord Simon. The ex-BPcfaaiimao has 
broB^UiioiDe conmioD seoss to the d^jate 
widnn g overnmeut, on corpoiate gover- 
nance and much elsis. HopeAiJly he can be 
relied iqxm to counter ai^ dromedary ten- 
de!Dcie& 

NAO’s lessons on 
rolling stock sell-ofT 

We perhaps didn't need yesterday’s Na- 
tional Audit Office report on the pcfvati- 


to know that the last Government sold us 
short wheo it auctioned off Briri^ Rail'^ 
roning stock. That was already obvious, 


smee al doee these ccfflqjmiies were 
on for very substantial profits within two 
years edbeh^ privatised 

It was also obvious at the time of pri- 
vatisation that this was a buyes marimt; 
for reasons rtf ^ and ideol^, the gov^ 
etimieat rushed to get these things irrev- 
ocably sold into the private sector so that 
nobotfy iDOvmg inm Downing Street could 
change the po^, In the process, accord' 
ing m the NAO report, the government sur- 
zaadered at least £700m of value -eiioug^ 
to ianld arid equip ibur new hospitals. 

Since both the gove n nnent that did the 
deed, and the merdiant bank that advised 
on h, Hamlxos. are now deceased, the 
NAO’s report on it aU might so long after 
the even might seem academic. Thro are 
some lessons that can st31 be learnt firom 
it aD, bowever, e^jcdaDy with privatisation 
of the London Underground badtofon 
the flgenHa 

The main problem seems to have been 
the speed with which the privatisation was 
tihdertakea These leasmgooinpanies were 
sold befians the great bidk of the raO op- 
erating franchise were awarded, so that 
the purchasers didn't know who theircus- 
touKTS were or what their oedkw^rthines 
was. They were also sold with little or no 
operation track record within the re- 
stiuctured rail industry. And bidders could 
notbecenain the industry would be wh(^ 
fy privatised because of peditieal of^xisitioD 
arid the r^pfoaching general eletniotL 

As if all thu were not reason eoou^ 
for ddaying the sales until a better price 
mj^t be obtained, the Depaitmem of 
Tlaii^xnt aixi its advisers m any case failed 
to update their eaify valuation of these bua- 


aessesormnyouiacomprefaeDSiveval- 
uatioobdore the sale. RmhenimiKtpio- 

vskm was made for the goveimnent to 

share in ai^ gains resultutg fiom a resale, 
as in some previous piTvalisatiODs. 

A bad buaness all round, then. But be- 
fore the present Government gets on its 
Wg^hfir yfn lamhast itspfBdeceSSOTS for 

failing m tbeir public duties, it should re- 

racnjberihaiiabcmrbearsa taigcpartof 
the bbrne for wfaal hsfipened Xibovx’s ^ 
sastent carping about ra3 privatisation 
and its fde^es to reverse it onceinpow. 

er severely depressed the price capable of 
being realised not just for the lea^^ com- 
panies but for all the other Mis of British 
RaO loo. As it tamed ouu Latiour's 
oppoatioD was just pcditkal point soming. 
It has done nmbing to reverse the process 
nor does h foctic to. 

City puts question 
mark over Psion 

There are two views on l^on. One is that 
it is a supetfafy innovative and fast-moving 
fwnpany whirii has established a market- 
leading postion in an industry with huge 
potemiaL Another is that Prion is Briti^ 
y^iple Macintosh, produdng a superior 
pnxhict which is lo^ by those who use 
it, but uUhnaiely destined to be crushed 
by the tudustry juggernaut known as 
Microsoft 

Jur^iQg by the 20 per ceni fan in 
share price yesterday, the City is begjmiing 
to lean towards (he Inner camp. And for 
good reason. While Psion’s Series 5 hand- 


held confer - a device of mind-boggiii^ 
sophistication crammed into a box no larjk 
er than a pocket diary - got an unquali- 
fied thumbs up from the oerds its 
commercial merits are not so obvious. To 
begin with, sales were held back b\’ pro- 
duction problems. Now' Psion is hlamtng 
a proliferation of computing products on 
the market for confuring the consumer. 

For competing products, read Mi- 
crosofo Although the boxes on display at 
Dixons may be made by a nibble of dif- 
ferent electronics firms, cven'one except 
lion's uses \ll^dows CE, the stripped- 
down operating system whidi bficiosoft has 
developed for use on portable coraputeis. 
Because Kn Gales is wboify coiwiDct.%J that 
the future of computing is mobile. And bc- 
,ing Bin Gates, be wants to own it. 

David Potter, Psioa's charismatic 
founder and chairman, knows that going 
head to head with the world's largest soft- 
ware company is not the way to riches. He 
also undcisiands that Prion needs to 
share its operating system with oiheiN if 
it is to sunive. But licensing dc.’ils have 
been slow in coming. And there are wor- 
ries that the SeriesS is just loo clever (and, 
at £500, loo e^qxmsivc) for those who want 
it mainfy as an electronic diuiy and address 
book. 

It's too early to write Pskrn off. The ptv 
temial for palmtops - doubling up as om> 
bile phones, linking stressed -out exucutKis 
to their of^ networks aud providing ac- 
cess to the internet - & hu^. But if palm- 
tops are to become a big boys game, can 
P^D hope to stay in h. The prognosis is 
still reasonable, but after yesterduy'K set- 
back the worried looks are spreading. 
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Psion shares crash as 
Microsoft moves in 
*on palmtop market 


By Peter Thai Larsen 


to Vickeri 
remarks 


W -T- 


PSION, maker of the epony- 
mous hand-held compute 
yesterday saw hs market value 
plunge by a fifth after it warned 
that increased competition 
from mdust^ giants such as 
Microsoft would hold back its 
growth in the coming year. 

^ " Shares in Psion f^91.Sp ro 
328p as chainn& I)a;idd 
said the '^continuing rapid 
change in patantqp markets” 
meant the company was “cau- 
tious” about the immediate 
outlook. However, he said 
Psion would “continue to invest 
and plan for the longer term 
with confidence”. 

The news came as Psion re- 
ported pre-tax profits down 29 
per cent, to £llA3m, for the 
year to December. The com- 
pany blamed the fall on the 
strength of the pound, which it 

said had reduced sales by £12m 

and profits by £6m. 

Ejqjerts smd the fall was 
^ laigefy e:q)ected after Psion 
* suffered a disappointing first 
half. Last year, the company 
warned that the launch of its 
new Scries 5 hand-held com- 
puter had hit sales as the price 
of the older Seri^ 3 was 
slashed and production prob- 
lems meant Psion could not 
supply enough of the new ma- 
chines to meet demand. 

Instead, analysts said they 


were more concerned about in- 
creased competition going for- 
ward. The introduction by 
Microsoft of CE, its new oper- 
ating system for hand-held 
computers, has spurred a num- 
bin’ of dectronics coD^nmies to 
launch palmtop coinpnteis to' 
compete with ftioiL 
- ■ **Micrasoft 'is the environ- 
mehf Psionnaw d^onpetes'm." 
said ^th'VifodlODck. an ana- 
lyst at Merrill Lynch. “Mi- 
aosoft win set the standard and 
tiie pace and that means Prion’s 
maxgjns are on an inescapable 
cyde downwards.” 

However, Psion rejected the 
idea that it was lodt^ in com- 
petitioh with Microsoft. The 
company argues that h^ctosoft 
CE is better suited to larger 
portable computers, known as 
“sub-notebooks” and in tire 
digital set-top boxes vriiicb will 
turn television sets into inter- 
active computers capable of 
surfing the intemeL Mean- 
while, Psion would continue to 
concentrate oo palmtop com- 
puteis that people could slfo 
into their pockets. 

A4r Panel said: “II is not our 
purpose to confront MicEDSoft. 
That’s absolutefy out of the 
question.” 

The Series 5, vriiidi offers 
useisatullTany of computing 
appl ifrft t inns 4nc!uding a word 
processor, a ^xeadsbeet and an 
inteinet browser, has been well 


received siooe its launch 1^ year, 
wnunc^nuinezions awards from 
personal conqmter magazinesL 
Vfr Potter saidyesterd^ that the 
Series 5, wfakh sells for about 
£499, had overcome its eariy pro- 
duction psoblems and that Irion 
was eaqiecfing to ship, on aver- 
3CL000 com|»iteis a month 
intheoommgyear. 

' The'cohf^i^^ stfffsdlmg 
its older Seim'3 at 

abcnit £299 and tiie Siera, a rd- 
ativefy simple personal organ- 
iser, for even All in all, Mr 

Potter said the compaiiy w^d 
sdl about 450,000 machines in 
the oommg year - up from 
about 360,000 in 1^. 

Mr Potter said Mkrosoffs 
attemi^ to chaflenge f^'on^ 
market had . not worked. 
“Nficiosoffs first entry into the 
haod-hdd personal oompezter 
madeet has not been succeasfiiL” 
be said, adding that althou^ 
Mkiosoft had sdd a large Dum- 
ber of licences for hs C£ oper- 
ating ^fstfioo, madmes using the 
softwaie bad not sold weD and 
were being dunqied on the US 
market for as fittie as $99. 

Mr Potter said the prolifer- 
ation of ccnnpedng models had . 

consumers and re- 
strained the growth of the mar- 
ket. But industry experts 
believe Psion's Series S is prov^ 
ing loo sophisticated -for coo- 
aixnert, many of whom want no 
more than a machine they can 


Psion 

dan pria, pence 
500 ^ 
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Disney disappoints on Wall Street 


use as an electronic diary and 
address book. 

Tbeyfearl^ioD will have to 
cut the price of the Series 5 to 
^t sales movmg, therd^efodk 
ing its margins. Those worries I 
have been fuelled by recent of- 
fers winrii package software and 
otiiCT accessories with tile Series' 

5 but sen for the same price. 

Yesterdt^, MrPoOer said the 
conqiaoy vrould launch a big 
marketing push across Europe 
in die spring, and admitted 
jeon’s strain would be to be 
“aggressive”. However, he 
would not ^ aify details of pofr- 
sibte price cuts. 

Another reason for the mar- 
ket's disappointment was the 
absence tk news about licens- 
ing deals for Prion’s operating 
system, known as EPOC32. 
Last year Philipf^ the Dutch 
electioDics ^anL announced h 
had licensed the system for use 
m its new “smaiipboiies” vriiicb 
wiD be a combmatioD of mobile 
phone and eJectronic organiser. 

Yesterday, Prion said it had 
licensed EPOC32 to another 
“global” cou^pany, bat that the 
deal would not be formally an- 
nounced before 1999. 

Outlook, this page 


WALT DISNEY fafled to put 
a smile on the faces of dealers 
on Street yesterday after 

analysts sounded worrying 
notes over the future perfbr- 
manceofthe entertammentgi- 
anL Walt OisDey Co will earn 
less than ea^iected in the fiscal 
second quarter because of 
laddustre £Lhns, the effect of El 
fafino storms on theme-park at- 
tendance and poor ratings at 
its ABC televisiDn network, an- 
alysts said. The pessimism 
helped depress sentiment on 
the New York stock exdiange. 

Disney shares fdl 3.8 per 
cent, in trading of 2.1 million, 
more than the three-month 
'dmiy average of T.4 •tTniiinn. 
The stodc accounted for 17.4 


points of the 68.75 point de- 
cline in the Dow Jones Indus- 
trial Average to 8516.08. 

Before the stodt market 
opened, several anafysts low- 
ered earnings estimates for 
DisD^s second quarter. Com- 
paiQr offidalswere not imme- 
diately available to comment 
“In terms of the recent prices 
we thought it [Disn^'s stock] 
was extreme and we have sug- 
gested to people on a trading 
basis to l^eu up,” Howard 
'Sfogel at Cowen & Co said, 
adding he was likely to cut his 
second quarter estimate. 

As several of its films siiug- 
^e-to drauf crowds.at the box 
office,' 'xnriysts said Disn'^s 
ABC televirion network was 


facing stiff competition and 
fewer people are visiting theme 
parks because of bad weather. 

None of Disney's films were 
expected to perform that well 
in the quarter, and most ana- 
lysts don't expect ABC to show 
signs of a turnaround until 
next year. Disney’s mrin film 
offerings in the second quar- 
ter - f^ndun and Deep Riang 
- had disappointing results, 
while the upcoming Krippen- 
rinifr Tribe, with Ricbard Dr^ 
fu^ is not expected to do 
welL 

Xunriun, a Martin Scorsese 
film about the Dalai Lama, 
generated. .. just S5.22m 
(£3.16m) in.r^nue, while 
Deep /Eisihg, a disaster movie 


centred on a cruise ship, 
amassed S10.Sin. “It's a com- 
bination of El Nino on the 
West Coast and concerns 
about what is going on with the 
ABC results.” said Christo- 
pher Dlxoa. at PaineWebber. 
“There is also no question 
they've bad some tough 
movies, and Disney faces very 
tough comparisons.” 

Analysts said the market 
might have been ripe for some 
weakness after closing at 
record highs for five straight 
sessions. Disney was weighing 
heavily on stocks, they said. 
They said there was fear that 
•Disoey sdght bea prelude to 
bad earning news from qdier 
blue^hip firms. 
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Beckett climbs down over threat of 
corporate governance legislation 
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By Michael 

The Govenunent yestertby 
nded ciui infrotiucinglegisbition 
lo improve corporate gow- 
nance standards in Britain s 
boardrooms for the remainder 

of ihU Pariwment 

Ktorgarei Beckett, Prcsi' 
Jcnl of the Board of 'Bade, said 
she preferred to cncour^e 
best practice rather than im- 
pose fresh laws. 

^ Her statement effectively 
rules out any moves to force 
compani*» to obtain 

Mdcrappnwal for boards 

p;iy packages or require^- 

lutional lirveMora to use their 
wiles at annual mceungs until 
■•002 at the earliest. 

Anv ebartges to corporate 

inmipora'"! into the outcome 
of a nrajm' ^ 

revic» «ill lake three yean to 
^rnnleie and wU “ 

f^'c^panicsActnntUd* 

next PsirilamenL 

Outlining her response to 
Uic Hampel com«itte« 
corporate governance, 

BlXh said 

shareholders M make a step 



company sfcevrardfhip Phoio^ Nicda Kirt 

l^toj^unet Bedmtc Sha^ 


change” this year in 
^rSmrcBediheirtaensrfd.?’ 


regulation was the preferred 
route, sayinff “There srethose 
would say that the Gov- 
enirocnt has a rosponribility to 
iMislate for good corporate 
gcromance. Hownw. -^e 
i._i«iBtnn£flnbeusedto 


do SO more readify Of their own 
acconl than if it is forced on 
them,” 

The root-and-biaDcb review 
of company law win be the first 
rince] 948 and wQ} seek to mod- 
ernise tegislation st31 based 
largely on die framework put 
in place 150 years ago by the 
Victorians. 

Oodook, this page 
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Cadbury Schweppes: At a glance 

Martlet vatua: £7.gbn. Share price 787p ( -zsp } 


Five-year record 

1993 

1994 

1995 

1996 

1997 

Turnover (Dxi) 

3.7 

4.0 

4.7 

S.1 

42 

Pre-tax profits pn) 

416 

478 

526 

582 

997 

Earnings per share (p) 

29.8 

30.2 

31J 

34.1 

68.7 

Dividends per share (p) 

14.0 

1&2 

1&0 

170 

lao . 


Volume growth - US beverages 

% change 



DR PEPPER SEVEN UP 

Share price 


pence 
850 - 



Deals add fizz to 
Cadbury shares 

CADBURY SCHWEPPES, has had a 
storming run reoeotly with shares in ^ 
soft drinks and confi^'oneiy group in- 
creasing by almost a third since the stmt 
of the year. This has been largely on 
the backof Uic two drinks deab signed 
in recent weeks which have soothed in- 
vestor concerns about how Cadbiuy's 
was going to secure distribution for 
main drinks brands such as Dr Pepper 
and Seven Up to retaBem. 

In January. Cadbury extended its 
contract with Coca-Cola Enterprises, 
(he US bottler, to Jistribuie Dr ^pper 
in the America. Lost month it signed 
a £183m joint venture in the US to buy 
two independent bottlers. 

Drinks <i-*-nlR also complicated Cad- 
bury s figures horribly last year, fte-tax 
profits of £9S7m were boosted by the 
£44;iin sale ot its stoke in Coca-Cola 
Schweppes Beverages last year. But 
stripping out those proceeds, profits 
from continuing operations increased 
bv 13 per cent to £575m. bang in line 
with market expectations. 

The key issue for Cadbury remains 
ils Sewn Up brand in the LiS. 1| is up 

against ferocious competition from the 
Coca-Cola owned Sprite brand, which 
has increased its shmc by 9 per cent to 
6.7 per cent in the year. Seven Up. by 
cuntrasL has lost 0 J percentage points 
of its share to stand at just over 3 per 
cent, though it has rexrrsed the sales 
decline. 

.An additional problems could come 
from Pepsi, which owns Seven Up in- 
ternationally but not in the US. It is try- 
ing to gain a toe-hold in the lemon and 
lime market and is currently testing a 
new brand called Storm. Cadbuiy's 
chief executive. John Sunderland says 
no soft drinks brand launched in 
America since the has managed 
to secure a market share of more than 
1 per cent He neglects to mention 
Surge, a recent Coca-Cola launch, 
which grabbed almost 1 per cent in its 
Gist year. 

Even so. with I^pper perfbnning 
above the market average, Cadbury 
needs only to stabilise Sewn Up to keep 
investors happy. 

There was more good news else- 
where with losses in the Russian cos- 
fectionen slart-up diminishing. ProGts 
in the Far East have fallen due to the 
economic turmoil in the region but 
Cadbury nray use felling asset values 
to make an acquisition. Management . 
admits that it has looked at possilsle 
targets but not pursued them. 


On current-year proGt forecasts of 
£63001, the shares, down Zip to 787p 
yesterday, trade on a forward rating of 
19. A solid bold 

Cookson shapes 
up after dispdi|als 

COOKSON yesterday made its Gist 
significant st^ towards salvagiag its 
battered leputatioa in the Gty. The 
acddent-pione industrial components 
group has produced one <&appoinbDent 
after another over the lara f^yeais If 
feat was not eriCKJgh* is shair rating has 
suffered from the dreaded conglomer- 
ate discount in a sector tainted by high- 
profile casualties such as HaitsoiL 
But Stephen Howard, Cookson's 
new chief executive, has set about dis- 
entangling the qrrawiif^ groi^ wife 
gusto. He has already raised'£140m 


from sales and could get at least an-, 
other £100m from its fibres business, 
whicb ^ppfies the carpet industry. 

This ^ie marks the end of fee main 
disposal programme. The business 
bas been slimmed down and simplified 
to three diviaons: electronics^ oeraniks 
and engiaeering. 

Cookson can comfortabh^ spend 
' £400m on new acquisitions. Return on 
capital employed is finally moving to- 
wards cost of capital, imph^ It usi^ 
its money far more wisety. However, 
the real W!^ to restore feith in the group 
will be to prove that it can start pro- 
duemg stFor^ and consistent organic 
growth from fee businesses it has lefL 

The group is begmiiing to move in 
the right directiott. Cookson shrugged 
off a £12m hit from the strong pound 
and fee economic turmoil in the 
East to produce a credible S per cent 
rise in underlying profits to £179m in 
1997. There are fears the Asian crisis 
will begin to bite into earnings this year. 
However, Cookson appears not to be 


as vulnerable as most electiTHiic groups, 
being less exposed to the (feeaper 
consumer goods maricets. In feet, with 
prices tumbling, it is even eyeing up 
more acquisitions in Asia. A greater 
emphasis on service feould also bring 
an improvement in group margins. 

Oookson's shares rose 13.5p to 
240p yesterday after h calmed feats over 
Asia. Analysts fiaieca^ fell-year profits 
of£193m.puttingtheshatesanapios- 
pectivep/eTatio of 11. Cooloon kmks 
to have tuned fee comer. Good value. 

Hays confident 
of rising profits 

CAN Ronnie Frost do no wrong? 
Investors who backed fee ebullient 
cfaairmrui of Hays, fee buaness services 
^oup; ^ fee time of its flotation in 1 969 
wiD have seen fee value of fedr invest- 
ment rise almost 10-fbld. Even a failed 
tilt at Christian Salveseo, the troubled 
logistics group, has not stopped fee rise. 

Yesterday, Mr Frost was at it again, 
reporting pre-tax profits (before excep- 
tiozrals) up 29 per cent at £92.2m and 
saying he felt more confident than at 
aiQr tixim siiute tlte ftotetiom fe a fellmg 
market, fee shares put on ^ to 943p. 

lt*s hard to pick holes in. Ifoys' 
pe r formance. In distribution, the com- 
pany's mar^ns are better than its 
competitors* because it eschews cut- 
throat logics deals in favour of first- 
time contracts. Late last year. Hays 
enjoyed a coup when it convin^ BP 
and Shell to award it fee contran to 
distribute non-petroleum products to 
their forecourts. Margins dropped to 
9 per cent, but this was blamed on ac- 
qiusitioos, and returns should improve 
once they have'been fully integrated. 

Meanwhile, the commercial busi- 
ness produced 21 per cent growth whOe 
personnel turned inasparkUr^4i per 
cent increase in profits. Hays is prag- 
matic about moving into new business 
areas so, by invitation from its cus- 
tomers. it recently moved into FT per- 
sonnel and bas gone from srq^lyuig 
staff for a Brit&h Gas call centres to 
managing the whole shOW. 

Future growth will be both organic 
and by acquisition. Hays has proved it- 
self a shrewd predator in the paA and 
it is bunting for small strategic deals 
on the CcmtiiienL The only question 
is how much of that is reflect^ in fee 
share price. Broker Panmure Gordon 
forecasts fen-year profits of £194m, ris- 
ing to 1^7 putting the shares at a. 
50 per cent premhun to the rest of tte . . 
markeL Hi^ enough. ' 


BICC lays new plans 
for cable division as 


dive 15% 


profits 

BICC , fee cables to construc- 
tion group, unveiled a 15 per 
cent drop in armcial prerfits yes- 
terday ami warned the first 
half of the year would be chal- 
lenging for its cable operations. 

But BICC which has seen 
demand for ^les across Eu- 
depressed as goveroments 
h^ privatised electricity util- 
ities or cut investment in state- 
owned operations, expects to 
see some benefits from a le- 
structuring in fee second half ^ 
theym. 

The group saw pre-tax prof- 
its before excepticmals slide to 
£110m in 1997 from £129m 
previousb^. It also cut its total 
dividend payout to ^ pence 
from 12Jp. This compared wife 
maiket espectations betwe^ 
£98m and £120m. Its shares 
shed Sp to dose at 138 Jp. 

**The market in energy cables 
in Europe bas been pretQr hor- 
rendous and sterling hasn't 
helped ... we have had to take- 
radical action,” said BlCC’s 
chief executive Alan Jones. 
This has seen the firm embart 


on a radical restructuring, with 
the loss of 2,000 jobs in Europe 

in 8 inisfa to drive its power 
cables operations back to 
profitability and the removal of 
£45m from its cost base. 

As part of tire cooqjazqr’s de- 
cision to become more focused 

on power and hi^-voltage ca- 
bles, it sold its UKcoostruction 
buOding wire business to 
Delta , vfekb in nun sold BICC 
its power utilities, accessories 
and elastomeric cables buaiiess. 

This move followed BICC*S 
dedaon last year to merge its 
Gennan cable business wife 
NFK of Holland and make se- 
vere job cuts in Itabi. 

These measures are notex- 
pected to deliver ai^ benefits in 
the first half of the year, ai- 
tbou^ the company does see 
a sU^tiy healQn^ markeqrtaoe 
for its products. 

'^’Wb e}q>ect fee first half of 
fee year mil continue to be dial- 
leogingfor our cable operations 
but in the latter part of the year 
we antidpate seeing evidence 
the results of fee action we have 


taken,” said Viscount Wi:ir. 
BlCC’s chairman . 

The moves were made 
against a background of o\'er- 
capacity and poor prices in 
most pans of fee European en- 
ergy and cable markels and a 
strong pound. The}' rosulled in 
a charge of £I40m in the 1997 
aca^unls for asset wrilcdi>wn.s 
and other rationalisation ct>sis. 

After exceptionub fee gnnip 
made a pre-tax loss ofE^Um ver- 
sus a profit of £t>4ni. 

BICC was more upbeat 
aboui near-term prospects for 
its construction arm, Balfour 
Beatty. The division, which h.75 
about halfthe group’s lurnmvr. 
was fee star performer in 1997 
with operating profits of £42m 
from £I0m last time. A recent 
reor^nisation that saw Balfour 
createasingleorganisuiion re- 
sponsible for winning and exe- 
cuting large prv^eew is cxpoitcd 
to improv'c margins, currenltv' 
around 3 percent. 

Elsewhere. BICC does not 
expect fee Asian, crisis u> have 
ai^ real impact. 


Year 2000 brought to book 

affeei many businesses even if 


By Roger Trapp 


COMR^MES are to be re- 
quired to disclose fee risks and 
imceitmnties for their business 
and operations stemming from 
the rnfllennium bug, or year 
20(X) pEObtem, under rules pub- 
lished by the Accounting Stan- 
dards Board (ASB) today. 

With the world^de cost of 
fixing Che problem said to be as 
mudias'£400bn, maiiy big com- 
panies are alreatfy disclosing 
sgoificaiu estimated costs. The 
watdidqg’s Urgent Issues task- 
force said feat in most cases the 
costs incurred in meeting the 
problem tfaroii^ s»cfa means as 
modifying software should be 
written off to the profit and loss 
a^unL 

; \ . The A^ ain p6^ out feat 
details of risk^'&ad'Othdrim- 


kiiowns that may threaten the 
esdstence of the buaness are 
even more important for in- 
vestors than inforroation on 
fee costs inonred. 

“Although the year 2(K)0 
problem is not the only risk 
faced by an entity, disclosure is 
justified by the pervasiveness 
and complexify of the issue 
and the exteut of its possible ef- 
fect,” fee boefy, adding that 

fesdosure may help aocouiits 
users distinguish between or-. 

g^nieatinns that are plnnning for 

the issue arid those that have riot 
properiy investigated it 

.The taskforce is also tod^ 
issuing rules for aocounting for 
the introduction of the euro. 
While noting that the overall 
effect will probably not be as 


they are not located rn states 
adopting the single eurrency. 

ll therefore says that where 
the potential impact is likely to 
be significant it should be dis- 
posed in fee narrative to the an- 
nual report and accounts. The 
ASB is urging companies to 
adopt the new rules as carfy a.s 
ptre^c but. In any event for 
aoooimtiiig periods eridmg on or 
after 23 Match 199& 

Sir David TWeedie. ASB 
rfiairman, said: “It is difficult to 
overstate the potential impact 
of the year 2000 probleni. It fol- 
lows feat the costs of tackling 
it need to be properfy accounted 
for and properly di^osed. But 
more impoilant stiO, users of ac- 
counts need to be green a dear 


severe as tlte imp^ of the.' astessment of the risks involved 
milleanium biig. iXrto^ it vriS' for the etitcrpiise m question.” 
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Hoverspeed restarts ferry 
route in Holyman deal 

HOVERSPEED. which is owned by Sea Containers, will 
restart one of the oldest cross-Channel routes as part of a 
new joint venture with Australian shipping and transport 
group Holyman. Hove^eed will start a new fast-ferry ser- 
vice between the Dover and Ostend in Belgium tomorrow. 
Dover-Ostend services were operated tor 147 years until 31 
December. 1993 when the then Belgian state operator RMT 
transferred fee service to Ramsgate in the UK. The new ser- 
\ice is part of Hoverspccd's agreement wife Holyman, an- 
nounced \'csterday. to lake over SUja Line's SO per cent stake 
in Hoij'man Sally for a nominal sum. 

Emcit converts to unit trust 

THE BOARD of Emerging Markets Country liwcstment Ihjst 
(Emcit) announced proposals yesterday for fee winding up 
and unitisation of the company. Under fee proposals, which 
will he voted on b>' shareholders on 27 Mardi, the compa- 
ny would be liquidated, its assets placed in Emerging Iv^- 
keis Country liust and units distrfouted to shareholders. City 
of London Investment Management - lemcit's managers •> 
stiid: "This is a painless way of shareholders realising fee val- 
ue of their invesunenL” Earlier the week the chairman of 
the £lSSm Overseas Investment Trust resigaed, just days be- 
fore the board was due to publish proposals for the future 
of the company. 

LucasVarity in joint venture 

LUCASVARmr and the US-based TRW lac have formed 
u joint venture to design, develop and manufac ture column 
and pinion drK'e elcctric-stccring systems for passenger cara 
and light commercial vehicles. LucasN^'^ will receive S5(ta 
(£30m) from (he new joint venture company, TRW Lucas- 
Varily Electric Steering Ud, in return for Its electric col- 
umn drive steering technology and assets. TRW will license 
ils pinion drive technology to the new company, in which 
it will hax’c a 51 per cent stake while Lucas\^ty will have 
49 per cent. 

Faber Prest offer agreed 

HARSCO CORP of the US has agreed a SOOp a share cash 
offer fur Faber Prest which ^Qlu« fee British company at 
arojnd £55.9m. Faber Prest provides services to fee steel 
Industry. The offer represents an 8.1 per cent premium to 
Faber Prest's share price of 462.5p yesterday, and a 1105 
per cent premium to its share of 2375p on 5 November, the 
day' before the British compare said it was in (nlfes that could 
lead to an offer. The shai^ closed yesterday at 494p. 

Brussels US telecom inquiry 

THE EUROPEAN Commission has opened a full inquiry 
into a merger between the US telecoms companies World- 
Com and MCI owing to concerns over their control of the 
internet The decision echoes similar concerns In fee US, 
where the compam'es face fee main rcgulatoiy hurdles. ”The 
Commission ... is concerned about the parties' combined 
market share in relation to the suppfy of internet backbone 
services.” it said. MCI said both companies were confident 
the Commiaion would eventually approve (heir deal. Al- 
feough both companies are American, they each have an- 
nual sales of more than 250 mGlioo ecus (S272m) in 
Europe - the level feat triggers EU involvement. 


Dawson International sees knitwear arm back in the black after three years 



DAWSON INTERNATIONALES new group chief 
executive, Peter Forrest (left), end chairman Derek 
Finlay, yesterday dressed up the announcemmt of a 17 
per cent rise in pre-tax pr^ttt with IT girl Tara-Palmer 
Tomkinson modelling part of its Badlantyne Cashmere's 
autumn/winter 1998 ctdlecdon. 

The Scottish-based international toctiles group 
announced profit before tax and ttcceptionai items of 
D3.8m in 1997 and said its turindent was behind It as 
its turnaround strategy began to pay oft *Our roller^ 


coas t er history we can putb^ind us.... For the first 
time snee 1991-92 all our butinesses are maldng nnoney 
That is qidte a milestone,* Mr Finlay sakL 

He Dawson could aim for annual operating profit 
growth In the 10 per cent range. Its Kiutwear & Ootiilng 
division, including Wngle of Scotland - kandard golfers’ 
garb > was profitable for the first time in three years. 

Mr Finlay said progress had b ooh made drnpitr vidiat 
he described as an ’overvalued* pouncL 

Photograph: PA 


Oil projects freeze 
to cool economy 


NORWAY'S centrist govern- 
meal has devised aa unprece- 
dented scheme to dampen 
booming economic growth. It 
announced yesterday it was 
postponing ^ oil and gas pro- 
jects by a year. 

‘There are dangers feat 
the economy will averheat," 
Marit Amstad, fee Oil and En- 
ergy Minister, fold parUamenL 
She said fee ddays. designed to 
cut 5.2bn crowns (£4Jbn) from 
1998 investments of 66.9bn 
oowns, would coo! the econoniy. 

The reductions affect 12 oil 
and gas projects including 
British Petroleum's Ula liias. 
The government has decid^ 
to delay investments m an fields 
under consideration by one 
year to 1999 from 1998,” Ms 
Amstad said. The central bank 
has forecast gross ‘domestic 
product growth percent in 
1998. 

Norway is the second largest 
oil exporter in fee wmid ^er 
Saudi Arabia, punqm^ 35 nul- 
Uosi barrels per day. The delays 
would have a long-term impact 
on tlte dmfopmeot of Norw^ 
reserves and are unrelated to 
efforts by OPEC to prop up 
sagging bo prices. 

Ms Amstad said that, with- 
out ai^ curbs, projected 1998 m- 
veslxiients in oil and gas sector 
would surge to 66.9bn crowns, 


13.7bn crowns above the fore- 
cast in the 1998 budget 

She said postponements 
would benefit oil companies, 
which she said were having to 
pay record rig rates and high 
salaries due to shortages of 
specialised labour. 

The delay would also cut 
1999 investments by 11.5bn 
crowns, Ms Amstad said, 
adding feai invesiaiems in pro- 
jects tended tobe higher in the 
second year after they start 

Amstad said four of the 
projei^ - Norsk Hydro's Fnun 
and Grane, state oil firm Sta- 
toU's Gullfaks satellites and 
Saga's Snorre 2 - were so b(g 
that fe^ would require patUa- 
meotaiy aj^rova). 

But the government bas just 
42 seats of 165 in parliament 
and could face problems over 
Saga's Snorre 2, whicb has 
COOK furthest. The main op- 
potitioD Labour Party, wife 65 
seats in parliareent said that 
parliament should give a 
light to Snorre by fee summer, 
and that it would decide only 
then whether it favoured a de- 
lay in investments. 

Opposition right-wing par- 
ti® want Snorre to go ain:ad un- 
hindered, saying companies 
should be allowed to decide for 
*e®seh-es w-iihoui government 
mterferencc. 


1 COMPANY RESULTS 
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*City use will boost 


By Katiierfne Butler 

in Brussels ' 


THE INTRODUCTION of the 
euro to London’s money mac- 
kets from next Januazy will 

have a powerful *bipple" effect 

on British political attitudes to 
monetary muon, a leading ffgnre 
in the Cify predicted yesterday. 

Judidi M^faew, policy he^ 
at the Coipoxation of London, 
told European Union ofSdab 
fee Cify of London would b^ 
pnm^ the world’s premier lo- 
cation for tradng in euro. The 
esteni of vriitrfe^e trading in 
the new oirtency would bring 
so. many people into contact 



wife h. there would be a knodc- 
qa bnpact in terms of political 
support for fee project in 
Britain. T amctnvfoced there 
vrill be a r^le effect whidi has 
not been counted yet," Ms 
Miqfeew said. She said it was 
that fee CSfy of London 
would be better prepared than 

Other fiiiaacal centre, when 
Britain wooid not be joining 
economic and monetaiy unkm 
(H^fU) in the first wave. 

A large delegation of busi- 
ness, politick civic Iraders 
met European Commisdoaets 
and members of the European 
Parliament’s monetaiy af^ 
oommittee to stress the poinL 




p*:,' 


support for euro* 


Ms Mayfaew said “everyone” 
in the Cify would gooatoa24- 
bour ds^ on 31 Deramber to en- 
sure fe^ were reaefy to trade in 

the euro Erom 4 January. 

The Qfys particular advan- 
ta^s, its concentration of 
bmks, sldQed people and ser- 
vices, regulatory framework, 
l ec hnical , infrastnictuie, position 
in the European timezone and 
useofthe^^ish lanpio^ -^ 
will eonrze fee Qfy of London 
maiptauis its pre-eminence.” 

It was vital for Britain to es- 

tabii^ a parallel monetary pol- 
icy with the euro-zone during 
the initial period. This would 
help bring dxmt conve^ence. 


In fee longer tenn, she said, 
Ireland would be fee “Htmus 
Britain in deciding 
wether to join EMU. How the 
I'CfHiblic, whose business cycle 
if to Britain’s, fares 

dimng fee first phase would be 
ulumuia iin g'’. 

Anxiety at the prospect of 
Britain being sidelined ap- 
P^ved to be fee driving concern 
I CBFs derision to 

^dfeisweek’sjointdelcgalion 
o Brussels. Political and civic 
have been joined by rep- 
resematives of the Bank of 
tng^d, fee Stock Exchange, 
the futures and options cx- 

ChangeLiffeandfeeCBr. 
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Why Asia should swallow the 
IMF’s prescribed medicine 


. i 

DIANE 
COYLE 
ON WHO IS 
RESPONSIBLE 
FOR CRISES 


THE Imernational Monetary 
Fund (IMF) has become every- 
bi>Uy‘s favourite villain since 
financial catadysm engulfed 
Asia. No matter that the 
markets seem, for now, to have 
.stabilised. There is still no 
shortage of alternative financial 
therapists lining up to criticise 
t/ie IMF for prescribiiig the 
uTong medicine. 

They range from develop- 
ment charities concerned about 
the effect of tough fiscal and 
morretary policies on the poor 
to high-powered economists 
such as Jeffrey Sadis of Harvard 
Unwersi^. He has argued that 
conventional austerity measures 
are out of place in responding 
to the financial crisis. Rather, 
he has claimed in some fierce 
attacks on the Fund, the right 
medicine to cure wbai he 
diagnoses as a self-fulfillirig 
investor panic is increased 
liquidity in the banJong i^em, 
not tighter monetary and fiscal 
policy. 

Behind the volley of criti- 
cisms lies a common conven- 
tional wisdom. This s^ that 
ev’en if aostertty pol/des even- 
tually do make things belter, 
first of all they make things 
worse, and possibly cata- 
strophically worse. The IMF is 
seen ty its oppooenis as an old- 
fasbioDed le^ doctor, suddng 
economies ^ by imposing a 
recession which esa'cerbates 
pov'edy and ^litical coniflicL 
This, in turn, mis undermiiiiog 


any eventual economic statrili- 
satton. Rather than a no-gain- 
witfaoul^in cure,' it is a 
pain-means-oo-gain one. 

Like most accepted truths, 
there is very little evidence for 
this view, however. Counter- 
intuitive as this may seem when 
Indonesia looks to be on the 
verge of appalling political vi- 
olence, some episodes of IMF 
austerity in devek^ii^ countries 
have been followed by economic 
expan^n and many have not 
been particularly reeessionaiy 
(because better policies have 
reduced loog-tenn real interest 
rates). Besid^ the pop wisdom 
makes no attempt to allow for 
the counter-foctual possibility 
that the economy would have 
been in worse sha^ without the 
imposed monetary and fiscal 
policies. 

What the debate boQs down 
(o is the question of who bears 
the responsibiUty for economic 
outcomes. Is it the insiders, 
the local politicians who have 
been setting policies for years? 
Or the outsiders, whether the 
fi^le and instable ‘'speculaiois" 
who triggered the crisis or the 
IMF trying to resolve it? A 
recent strand of academic 
research has been trying to an- 
swer that question. 

One clue lies in an observa- 
tion by Amartya Sen, the 
revered development ecDOomist, 
that fomines never occur in 
democracies. This has been 
followed up by Dani Rodrik, a 
researcher at Harvard Univer- 
sity's Kennedy School of Gov- 
ernment, with two sets of 
findirtgs*. One is that wages ate 
higher in democracies. Con- 
troDic^ for obvious eiqilaitations 
for disparate wage levels, 
mainly differing levels of pro- 
ductivT^. an improvemeat in 
democrat - measured by an 
index based on dvil liberties and 
political r^ts - can raise WRges 
ty ZMO per cent above the ievd 
pure ecoomnic indicatois would 
piedicL If Mexicans enjoyed the 
samepoliticallibertiesasAmer- 
jeans. their wages would rise by 
30 per cent. Professor Rodrik 
precis. 

The other result is that coun- 
tries wath less social conflict and 
stzor^er political institutions 


Government spending favours the well-off 

Sham of povemmsrd subsif^ lacsf^ 
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cope better with external 
shodcs. Tbe mid- L970s oQ crisis 
slowed growth fax more in those 
countries which suffered from 
high income inequality, ethnic 
tensions, corrupt bureaucrades 
and inadequate social insuiance 
for the very poor. Difiereaoes 
in investment and government 
economic policies have veiy 
little extra power to eiqjlain 
differences in growth rates once 
the soctal and political fectors 
have been included. 

Another Harvard man has 
built an e^Udt defence of the 
IMF approach on these empir- 
ical foundations**. Alberto 
Alesina argues that the poor do 
not necessarily suffer because of 
the austerity measures, but 
rather because of the bias in 
govemmeDt ^tending in many 
emeigLog countries towards 
on the vocal middle 
dassesinstead of tile tiufy needy. 
For etamp le, maiQFgovenuaeDts 
- induding those to Indooesia 


and Malaysia - heavily favour 
spending on higher rather than 
primary education, to the 
benefit of the well-off. Safe- 
guarding traditional sodal 
ending would actually often 
just preserve patronage and 
interest group entitlement. 

He notes, d^ly: “The 
macroeconomic imbalances 
that eventually lead to IMF- 
supported adjustments are 
rarely the result of successful 
attempts at reduemg poverty 
and rnequali^.” 

By contrast the “alternative 
therapy' view does not pin tbe 
blame for crises - unbalances, 
in economist-speak - on inter- 
nal policies. Its pieferted culprit 
is footloose ^obal capital, 
which the IMF is alleged to be 
bailing out by forciog Asian 
countries to alter their policies 
and repay their loans. If volatile 
capital flows caused the crisis, 
thra 1^ DzqiUcatioTi, the sdlution 
lies in controlling financial 


markets rather than Improving 
government policies. There is 
eerfaia^ a bandwagon /DOii^ in 
fevour of this solution. 

So which world view, the 
IMF approach or the anti- 
market alternative, is more 
plausible? Are government 
policies or market vriiims to 
blame for financial crises? Tbe 
evidence in favour of the latter 
is that the Asian model of eco- 
nomic management worked 
well until last year, and the 

thh^ that has cfamiged is not the 
policy or d^ree of political 
patronage, but the amount of 
foreign capital sloshing around. 
This lends support to for 
more transparency and better 
co-operation in the regulation 
of mtemational investment and 
lending. 

But this cannot possibly be 
the on^f «q>lanatioa. The evi- 
dence for internal poU^ weak- 
nesses is overwhelming. For 
instance, Indonesia is riven by 
ethnic tensions held in check 
on^ by force, while its buaness 
sector is dominated by relatwes 
of the president The surprise 
is surely that the ecoaomy 
worked so well for so long, not 
‘ that it cracked onder tbe strain 
of a big external shodt. Tbe 
right re^pmse on tbe part of the 
IMF, whidi is, after all, chan- 
nelling billions of doUais into 
the country, is to insist on 
better policy and pditksi, not to 
try to make sure that tbe same 
kfod of external shock cannot 
be repeated. 

This is not to dianax con- 
oerns about tbe outlook for the 
most vulnerable people, blether 
Indoneda’s landless poor or 
ScHilh Korea's woikers-simply 
to pemt out that theirsftuation 
is more likefy to be improved by 
mtcinal reftm than fay Snoring 
the IMF presermtioo. 

* 'Demoavcies Pay Higher 
Wiges' and *Wiere Did All the 
Gmwtk Co?' by Dani Rodrik, 
Centn Economic PoBcy Re- 
seardi Discusdtm Papers- nos. 
I776andJ789, 0171S78 2900. 
** OtapierbyAlbertoAksina in 
Income IXstributum and Hi^ 
Quality Growth' ed. Vita Jbnzi 
and Re-young Cku, MIT Press 
December 1997, £46:50. 
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CABOUCHON, tbe costume jewellery op- 
eration founded by Fetra Doring, has gone 
belly up witii debts of around £7m. 

Scott Barnes of Grant Thornton was sent 
in yesterday morning as a receiver by Cabou- 
chon’s main creditor. Midland Efenk. Mr 
Banies, speaking from foe bust compai^s head 
office b Brentford, Middlesex, said: ‘Every- 
thing^ a bit sketclv at foe monMOL'* 

“We think the business bad a turnover of 
aronod JE2Sm and made losses over foe last 
two years totailh^ around £4m. ^>pareatiy, 
Petra Doring has sent out a letter sayii^ some 
of foe busbess has been sold. We're trying to 
get to foe bottom of this, and we will be meet- 
bg with her first thing tomorrow mommg." 

9^ Doring was workfog last week to 
merge foe struggling operation which she 
founded seven years ago with Zepter In- 
ternational, a cosmetics and kitchenware 
group based b Monaco. 

Ths leaves Mr Barnes with foe tiid? task 
offindingoutwhidioffoeUfCconqtaiiy’sSO- 
ockl staff airi various lemaming assets stin bdo^ 
to CabouefoOD, and whiefa to Zepter. There are 
also several thousand omsultanis m foe UK who 
flog the trinkets direct to foe public, lb 
conqtlicate foe picture, Cabouchon’s holding 
compare is based b foe Netheriands and there 
are other trading anns m Japan, the US, Ranee 
and Gennaiiy. 

The unravelling of Caboudion should be 
alivefy story. 

WELCOME bad^ Itamn Vireiil The prop- 
er^ tycoon and former boas of Control Secu- 
rities was, lest we forget, sentenced to two and 
a half years m jail b 1994 when be was ocm- 
vkted of several charges of false accounting. 

Y^tday be was oelebratmg a £I.625ffl 
deal by his new oonqtany Cygnet Properties 
& Leisure, whidi bas bought e 250,000 square 
foot hotel and office complex b Leicester. 

Mr Virani, an old pal of Gerald Roason, 
oommented: “This is a major st^ forward in 
building tbe leisure divisioo of Cygnet. The 
complex will be refurbished and comprise a 
220 bedrocHQ hotel- and 130,000 square feet 


of exhibition and conference facUiiies and ser- 
viced ofSce suites. 

Bnwo, Good to see foal OUT much maligned 

penal system can rehabilitate offendeni so 
effectively. 

TO THE GUS egm at the Chartered Insur- 
ance ItBlituie yesterday for the vote on 
GUS’s bid foe Argos. A keen BBC «jmera 
crew ispounctagon people entenng 
ing and asking them v^iher they will be voi- 

be b fevour of the hid. . 

The first likely looking man they assail » 
asked; “Are you a shareboUlcr?" 

He replies: “Yes. I am." 

BBG “VWll you be voting in favour of the 

Man; “Yes. Then I would say foal wouldn't 
I, because Fm the ebauTOan." 

And wifo tbm lAMd WdUsoq of Sunnbgdalc. 

of GUS, swepi bto foe meeting. 

PRICE WATERHOUSE has appointed two 
new people to lead foe team which organis- 
es foe Ai^emy Awards ballot for the Oscars. 

PW has been runobg the highly sensitive 
ballot for the last 70 years, and foe btwrt part- 
ners to head up the team arc Greg Garrison. 
44, seobr partner of the Ameriean practice, 
and his colleague Liza Pioozzi, 36. 

So docs thb make Herozzi and GaiTuson 
tbe Nicole Udnuin and Tom Cruise of the 
accountancy world? A PW spokeswoman 
replies: “Why not? Th^ arc, after alL going 
to be dressed extdusivciy Calvin Klein." 

I hope Mr Klein doesn't forget the trade- 
mark ball pobt pens b the breast pocket. 

JOUYwdi done SirNigd Ihidd. bodaypbying 

doinziaa of WSliams Moldii^ vfoo has jim res- 
cued the Buxton festival this year after the Alts 
Council cut off funfoi^for the bash. Williams, 
which is based b Derbyshire, ts stumping up 
£50,000 to help cover the lease of the nearby 
Opera House, as well as running costs for 
Mozart’s delii^Cftil opera La finta sempUce. 

Sir Nigel, a bit of an opera buff himself, 
will no doubt be gobg along to hear btema- 
liooal baritone Thomas Allen star b the opera. 
Mr Allen ^rang to fame in foe chart-topping 
BBC vetrion of Lou Reed’s “Just a I^srfea 
Day", you may or may not recall 

LORD DONOUGHUE. former beg carrier for 
the late Robert Mazwdl andcuircotty Under 
Secretary State for Agriculture, Phenes 
and Rx)d, popped up at the All Bar One b 
Leicester Square b London <xic inornbg this 
week to urge people to go worit m pubs. 

The British Institute of Inn Kc^bg has 
lanndted a campaign called “Leisure Careers 
b the UK*, usbg £210,000 of goverament 
grant money; to highlight the aUractioos of 
serring behmd a bu. 

Lord Donoughue was delighted at the cn- 
thuriasm shown foe campaigners. “It’s 
nice to see tifo Government cash so welcome,’’ 
he said 

“My department is responsible for giving 
fermeislo^ofinooqr,£20bnriDce 1990, and 
they’re stiUb revolL" ' 
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Ward invests In dreams with City 



Racing 


^C*‘e gWbod 

victonous. Evcd so, this IiSm 
lost on many ptS 
vho i»efer to invest blindly in 

# S^°f“esasPiimaii,Pipeind 

Nicholson, only to regreitheir 
d^on bitterly when a boise 
wth solid form but a little, 
known handler manages to 
leave the big yards standing. 

It is understandable, of 

«wree,wben the fidd fora race 
such as the Inumpfa Hurdle 
alone contains 30 names, and 
most punters’ time is precious, 
but it is an unshakeable rule of 
the Festival that yon cannot af- 
ford to overtook anything. The 
only answer is to start the 
homework now, and Tw»»g op on 
horses like Gty Hall at the 

, Grantham stable of ^^rd. 

•ed CSly Hall is one of just 12 resi- 
dents, but is currently reck- 
oned the horse most like^ to 
trouble Zafarabad, the hot 
favourite, in the THum ph^ vrtuch 
opens proceedings on Cold 
Cup afternoon, exactly two 
weeks from today. 


_ However her ccrft pexfimns 
in the juvenile hunflmg rfwTw - 
pioo^p, he is nnlikely to drop 
significantly in his trainees es* 
tiniatioa ‘*He dc>esn*t wony, be 
iIoesD.’t sweat np, be travels 
beautifully, be tabra eveiytbing 
in his stride." %rd s^ “He’s 
sud an easy horse to traid, he 
enjoys evety race and he seems 
to improve eveiy time." 

can be foi]^ven such 
unstmting praise^ ancg she not 
only trains City Hall, but ai*o 

OWnshimin partTimJMpqiifh lyr 

mother. Between them, they 
paid S0,000gEi5 to secure him last 
Novembo', a serious mvestmeni 
by the standards of ai^ tramii^ 
opeiatkxi, but dien as Vihrd 


pants oat: **He^ worth mme 
rtuo that now, but even if 1 got 
an ofier, I wonklnT accqA it" 

Hie colt’s value h» in- 
oeased as his talent has devel- 
oped, and 'irtule it look fann 
three races to lose his madden 
statns, victories in his last two 
outh^ haw marked Qiy Han 
down as a faurdfer .of great 
premise. The fom of fais laee- 
coaise debut, meanwhile, when 
be was beaten a short-bead 
Sad Mad Bad and should preb- 
al^ hw won, kxiks aO the 
more creditable fifflowiog Sad 
Mad Bad’s success in the 
tor Ladonan Honfle at Hay- 
dock last weekend. 

His oidy pre^iou5 rtsit to 


.Cbehenham, however, ended 
with a &U at the secood-bsc af- 
ter several indifferent jumps. 
’He didn’t ten me," ¥ihid say^ 
“but he’d pulled a mnsde in his 
back, which was put right and 

RICHARD EDMONDSC^ 
NAPs Sally SoHy 
(Taunton 2.10) 
NBrEuroHnkTheLad 
(Taunton 5.10) 

DOW he’s fineL He loved being 
at Cheltenham, he ptomped 
himself up like a peacodc, and 
he’d always scfaocded very wdl, 
but he’s such a laid-back hose 
that he’s better pushed out in 
ftont. when he takes more no- 


tice. He’S so noochalant, lie’ll be 
saying, isn't this lovely, there's 
a bird in the field over tiiere, 
here comes a hordle’." 

It is a temperament whldi 
should serve Gty HaU well in 
the iiiBjdiem of the lnuin|A, but 
could easily be too mtirii for 
many of his rivals. "Obviously 
Fm fiigbleued of aO of them, in- 

dndiTig TafarahaH " Wartt fay» 

“but Zafarabad hasn’t really 
been tested so far and you 
won’t know how good he is un- 
til he gels to Cheltenham." 

Certainly, at odds of around 
7-2 against twice-raced Za- 
farabad, compered to the 12-1 
about GQr Hah, there can be 1h- 
tle doubt where aiiyvahie lies. 


^^hixTs optzsBSD was in Stark 
contrast yeaerday to tiie mood 

atJhnOkfsyaid.vrtiereacou^ 

ii— many of the re&- 
dents, indnding Collier Bay, 
the IS^CbampiOD Hurdewin- 
ner. Old has not entire^aban- 
dooed litqie that Coflier B^ w3I 
attfiDipt 10 redaim faherown, but 
time is not on his side. “I 
wouldn't stcf that Collier B^ 

has no chance of runniiig in the 

Chan^MOO," Old saidyeaeidsy. 
“It appears that the older hors- 
es have plenQr of immunities 

and we are hf^sefiil that they will 

be aUe to bounce back, but we 
have only gpt two weeks. Most 
other traineR have had a bug 
of some sorts and I bad been 



Ffrench banned for riding ^non-trier’ 


THE jockey Royston l^enefa 
was handed a seven-day ban 
der the “non-triers’" rule at 
Wolverhampton yesterd^. 

F&endi, last season's cham- 
pion apprentice, was foond 
guilty of tenderly tidEng Lady 
Jas, who finished fourth, beat- 
en ll‘A lengths, fas the first di- 
torioooftfae Cqsijcora Maiden 
Stakes behind . the .winner, 
Shaanxi Romance. 

The trainer, Joe Naugfaton, 
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who was not the track, was 
banded a £1,400 fine while 
Lady Jas was so^rended from 
ninnn^ again fix 30 days. 

Ffrmidi's ban, wfaiefa takes in 
14, 17, 19-21, 23 and 26 March, 
means the rkkr will miss the 
opening d^ of Doncaster’s cur- 
tain-raiang turf meeting later 
this month, but he wQl be avail- 
aUe for the Uncoln Handicap. 

Nau^ton, who watched die 
race on tdevision at his Epsom 


base, was incensed at the ded- 
sion, "1 was just minrling 
own burinesswatdring the rac- 
ing 8md they announce Royston 
has got seven days, 119 fiDy is 
banned for 30 da^ and FVe 
been fined 1400 qnid," he said. 
“I ran her only seven d^ ago 
and she was as fit as a flea to- 
day. Royston gave her four or 
five backhanders - she couldn’t 
have done any better. I win def- 
inite^ be appealing." 


Ludlow 


2.00 Polydamiis 

2.30 Out Of Tbe Blue 

3.00 Grate Times 

3.30 BrooeenLadv 


GOMG: 8ood (Good ID SoK in a (m ptaesaX 

^V-hand ceina Chasa cmiaa haa sharper bendi than hurdat coma 

aComislWafk»marf/uaLudkMr8tak)n(Hamfard..9vmBhuybi«)WitAD. 

MISSIO^fcC^)EW( accq frea^iBU^I^da^^tetee);^idferHaaP(CHPerBcalwgcw^ 

bastnam vojcha): Course m CAR R4RK: Aaa 

•LEADMQ TRAINBtS; U Pipe 2446 pSK)^ D NldiolBan20.7B PX8I^, K BHIey 17-79 
Wl9%l N Hendereen e-32 H0e%l T Foreler was (63«X Nea H Knfgtt -K478 (S7M. 
aLEADWG JOCKEVS: A P HeCoy 17-65 im2K]k U A HfegwaM 1S75 etaNJ, A nnm- 
lon 11-75 (145%), N WBiannen 1063 (1581^ R JehuBoa -»-77 (S%r 
aRAVOURTTES: ee-464 (40594 

BUNKERS) HRST THE: Bcallad poeg, Guaiar 8W (BOeg, (Siala TbiMB (3004 Rae- 
tary Cardan paol). 

folv^ CORVEDALE NOVICE HURDLE (CLASS Q £3,000 adcM 
W 1 2m Panaltv VMua £2,598 

1 F-W GE0RmBUlI(H)(pi(nwlk3wUMHd^TRnW65B.; AUnefen 

2 0630 P0tnMNtt(m(D)#I^BDei4KBUy6flfl NSSenMa 

3 1 

4 4RnS0 GRAIEBHTBHCMUJAfer4JAfeB6ll2 OKylm 

5 OOfOS JUSTJW(l|yY(fenn)TI(idWBli2 HfehedBnMwi(4 

6 GoaOD nnTgJtgpqpBiM^.ift«aia«3 Mr0MenMl(4 

7 0KV4- oiniacApBqdJSfeBatLSmaBng LCfenfeea 

8 F5 4Amsi{»g)p>yaaM Always we Anfc.g 

9 TAffCT0FW4(48lhHiFferiftn1PHVIII)^ , .IAIfcrfe9i| 

a p GotflBiiimBgtai(w)ta ii i a ife jD cmRteeaa5.. , ■ AHm*» 

h 400 IBODr Pn SC CSS fmPfebOXWQOThBBah : : 

& «0f ■SSNOUSEm^MewScdgKCanriadsnn Ufbefer 


l o onl FORBRA GOLD CHALLENGE CUP HANDICAP CHASE 
l«*"^l fCUSSClE7JOOadded3mPenallvV!ftliie£4Ags 
1 U83P> iMTwniifirTnrrnnTifrTiifiBiiiiiTrtfciii]ifciri[imiiiinfT(i ttn'—iw 

3 »2n RECrei(rGAi(BBI(n}(CD)(nBM(fedoow4TRnw9l17-__A17MMB 

3 2IM-P iaEBioumm{n»LsHfenreMh|3CBn*i9ii4 sncNHI 

4 nt2 U»OFTHE1ISr{m(Cq(DudBWdlMn!Mp]JJO»Ugil3..-PCsHeRy 

5 4S3S nBBUVnACE(l9(AJQeaBs4NTMdBrvOwiMtM1l CUMdfeaB 

6 MR iHiKAiup>aiCE{ia(C3{E9ptam36PraK89se JHeMrn 

7 2I6U2 B80GBIlAOV(Qn9wkl<IMrW0SwMfeBn7 AltagriM 

a 34B P0(miNS00UnSE(Q)(CI9{HiAJeBmlbJKhg9nS WIfeMln 

9 -U3B8 BWWo n gi m (mWPcrewinQ W «ai «i Ott8nwodnne jamembm 

-9d«ferad- 

BmWG:Mlfeelsrreardaa74BngBmtnMS.11flidW1teVtaA6-lEHVI)iHw.Mta<> 
Mae (tena 8-1 Ibae EeeogA 19-1 bapafel msga 19-1 PtivM Mo, iai nebetfey Pfesa 
5BR Ffeckvjr Gnfen 8 11 2 A ITamtanlie tar (T Rmh) B iwi 
FORMGUTC 

Rv a horea who hee won on Ha bat two etarta RECTORY GAFBIEN fe a ebstaa ona 
fe We fteMhwhWM.TWBwBbBhh third run fci the ra ce s fter W»h ^ c a c e n d Id eta- 
bfemle Maanur and then a winner tan RomaiV CraA 12 markhs ega Ha hae been 
>ifew tj i ii il J i hw Be ui «rd^re e >iioWtwD3lonetoljyltOlf(Mrtandawtanefaiio5 
when a i^me victar tan Hmatan Vbuth at Wbideor feta Sne - and he lacae off only a 
1li H ) li iiii n iii(flnf1«iiiTtaieriwiin]ri|i m jiitaisli Hd >silniiiiimiiiis*iiiinMlSBisiiii 
wti tan PhRsb Hboefe, and ha ootad baa danger after a needed MfwioMhaeea- ! 
■entataGratatahittataPcncaeiectnipetal VI i ita gipro^agta i noney ^p si- 

narenlhatait ground feta aaaBDa but Me befeea Slam lata on thfe^ttirdaftaralw^ 

Lerd Of Tha mta tasD prain the ooiita on fep wf Ffectary Gantan ahnfet beta l*n 
concaiSigJuta 4b BrogM lady taThan a fokMfeg wWt Adrien life^ns bootat thsu^ 
thetnarawaBbeefen^M ta woodOetalBta rta ntwel feta dme and ahBwaantaogaUfcrg 
a Mt# weight whan aha beta Mr Boeten at UtkDster feat Msg: FMunaa Caneaa, beat- 
en byen knprorad aort Vi Cemystaa heie feta Ibna to oH the eame mark a har mmiw 
eourie win tan Me l woo d Ceelfe in Decentaer. Ewiy DrinkarfeeittacoMrlhlitaiiger 
ti4x and Nbvtaia Pifnea has eaen better (tayfe Psiecltanr RECTORY QAFPBI 

[73^ SARA HAMIIJON-RUSSEIL MEHORIALTROPHY HT»P 
hurdle (CLASS E) £4,000 added 2m SMIOyds £2E92 

1 6RF2I ASM(l7)P<taa400Ma7t1tl H09wr(7) 

2 2S«2I SPnN6GRM8p2)(CC){BJM{MBR)ta9ff8 LCMtaw(q 

9 44S8S,miWNMAtaP5Bata4MF^SV6.H— DROswsbbB 

-4 4UP0 tMLIMir(«!)PftsHMJ(na4TFtasfer7ll6 WMaslea* 

5 6WS0 PHUMBWnifi(<E(C0)(PtaMQwwgySM1i»w81l4. AThoniw 

6 0M6 WMimR0SEn7)(GbMP4lfetag9|ndcm)l*BiPWtlto7fl1 Ktatat(7) 

7 03F33 BEI«CNH0fWBMO(I1ll)(4WFavpert3rgD6taddb8-0« Alfeguke 

9 XMBI MMimaUCK{17)(n»CDqi*l*a4N1lifeBBDwM7ag CUMAfe 

9 «3U4 BUaMrrCUTBURaTp1l}tlRMmsndSm)ltaB6Wn8a«..iltgSaBenV 

V 3810 AU0N6aiMUSP0(n(RAngtai)flUs7«r M-OUelMIpg 

5 08088 OPULI IU(tn (Bsradtkta) MiSNadi8«7 JCtfefe 

C4RDO CAIim(UMOT(P)08CBanlAMBfein«1>2 MffetaM 

a 60BM RWA«BOOK(iaA){m0tCfet»iy)feaL1lll taiwj i7S2 RBaBany 

14 838)8 VBC0UlfriUUy(m(CI9(pFCJadBcn|C<fed«na«0-: RTtamfen 

%'-sP680 UESntsrBUJBnciheBkasFMaafkgTifeckiriaOm-afeiiaaitaDnB A 

-isdectaed- 

4fcfeesBwa(B»t1fltaBiie)fencfcwa*jpi8i *fennii<Tli^ life nil till Ttnrtflhsiieiai 


■tale^Vtoeanta1U9Ll4-1 BbfecttfentBfeAAnBagfefeaOiltaBtalB-IOnaBfeSatadfeik 

Btata Otabnnt, 20-1 ofewB 

507: fedaon FM 9 a 7 X Atqsu (7) iM {T UmfeDn Jms4 6 ifei 
PORHGUnE 

Th) Fereier hea been ptalen wkh VAUAFfT end ttta gskfeig Is ttafen ID inplow on tta 
two showingathfeeeaagn to dek at deesntedda A winner tan Me r lin FpdbScfetksn 
ta'feuiien on hie hurtles debut two yeas ega he ttasaed tai of feet seaeeo and was 
probably sffl ki need at tta eacond a ttempt ra term in Wafon AieeiMb race ta Wfev 
cviton. But he itai gat atrongar hendtag today over a lonoer ta and tnaels the second. 
A S Jbn. on ab better terms. A 8 Jbn has dnes won ta Herakiid, but WMar Roes istfi 
wafer) eeoond on Hataappaaiwicaandean only do banar for todwfefengar lita- hie 
wkr feet torm being omt three rriaB ta Ibwcataec IBedm Hook beta a poor tat hi a 
nawtea ta Heraford feta Ifen^ but she could be or the ippeds end toolta the one they 
el have Id beta on only tfet 12b SprinoGraBarrwaraadFontwefrunnsigwilhOuje- 
fequw *hen wfeting here Mae w oofer ego aita Me mars to board ti go wal a^ta. 
Dtaaa thbd to PeduR hi a Siengsr nee ta Aaeet feta thna seems n pieM feafer 
aeui4 whie Opiwaao <9d better tan vtaeoiBii 'ndy Qhiea whs on the couted fe Ms 
r«e fel t year whan eeeand to Jackson ftit CelocMon; WJANT 

nr:^ weatherbys hunter chase race planner 
|4.JU| hunter chase (CLASS H) £2,000 added 3m £1,595 

1 «a-1 BUEQtaBCptAfRIIQmsBGniBBtfeiMDneeT DotaSU 

9 n»- l0IALNOIE9IB){D)(RAitaaM]8AitaSH«e7 UrS/lndteBB(4 

3 nF» BUiyHna(imAniWnRVMantMaShh*Mae50 JfeSPta())V 

4 FW2 CABHHU.(l7)MsAFhica)MoAfhtaia«0 ltaEJjDBse(7) 

5 OS80 lAW D U to lP m ipWP Un dhMfefeRMtain-p-BO ■nC1lata(r) 

8 P«6n- NRUni51Xm£(8iq{D)91AShattaUsSMa«nK8fiO...JfeDta)oa(l)B 

7 1RD88- 1WMB0Y(ta3)(D)ltaPMBdCfeMfe4fl%a»B-B«0..__-lfellCfetamy(7) 

8 phvIL BB18eHyBMDQEpa2)FLMdl«a<FU0Mll1l8 JfeDDfetonaon(7) 

9 itR6 CNMARCnC(23){MsBBeM9WfeA^lt 119 lfeUJadaon(2) 

*9dKteid* 

BETTMO: 1M Catti HBl M NoH^ 74 1M LJOdlMlMi^ 0*1 Cm Af9- 

rfei4.iBsi>irftfe,BnaaBa »P«8 g>gB!Wg .. 
mr • ciot Cottn 8 B 7 M A Piape (7) 76 p tad 9 tm 
FORM GUIDE 

LmtaNotawaiMIsneoultataBaesonwhanbotatogllllBtaLadandtaodds-enSun' 
mr Moult ta Phmsvi {eaaand whi tanB ae he to My to be ft anala^ But hr raCBtrt 
ta 7 to and wHh a tui utdw Me ben (feet outing lor a |«art CABM HIU. fe ta taiotae al- 
ar hta otaiatae second to the laetul Buzz C The Oead ta HntaRl 17 dbye ag» Cab- 
to ta iotawd held when ha M tha Aral Isnesi but he rruta eonw on lor tttta atlBRat end 
mw do belter here then Rfe TVde IMlIe, a ftent-rurswr who Mtad lea eeeaon vrith 
two poba wbw but a gating who usustly twide a cotfele ta nra betan oomtog goort 
LaidesfeiDwn to a wmng sort hi betod wto B not toe highly triad on tttfe ftta start iDl- 
towtags lengthy Iwofl SaleellontCAeMHLL 

i g border intermediate open national hunt flat 
O.PU| race (CLASS H) £1,500 added am partafty Value Cl EOS 

1 ft fewvwBEaniSieBsabbSafitaVtNtaieSitB NVaMem 

I 4 B0S0WMGEP9(HDatadFWiB)N1iBjaa»CfefeB5ll4 CUna^ 

3 0 aiSH0MPBIAIB>P£|M9PI*«*>MnlRFMCW*Btl4— , , SIMfea 

4 M COIBMNCHEaJPMf(;TSReBBUbi4AJm51l4...-._.^-.-M..WilBBtaB 

5 CROCN>BB(*JaMiWJBda5lt4 TMita 

fi ’ SO DMMYBBLp4(KWBsl)JOaaa5tl4 W Ua si n fe—B 

7 OUMYOOUmfpJdne^PJdnmSIlf feShtaifet 

8 4« KS)IMl(l£li)Ot)(ByvUM •109188114 ....... JlfefilMI) (7) 

g OURGHUE9«3PLMtoSft)PR1MttaS1I4 JAHoCfeSv 

1) cOOaNCroNtanLFTOwnarfnjBctaftB LtaantoA 

n 0 WNirSDBlAmiBKIfeMglUlkftMBSVB.^ Altartaa 

ft 0 U8CMBI(MBIWai|Pfe(feBBiiy)JMJIra6fte AfttaOO 

ft SARA BBlA(ktoSlteins(ftH Kitajs ea........ unchatas 

• isdedbnd- 

SEnBlft64BesnfeMfee,S6Penftafee,B-lDaaftBal,9i1taGlille,1«'10M8fe1iAC(4- 

caqt(aiSiI.20-10fta9 

SSi;«™to6fl48lfc«»6(Kflg^ta^^ 

Mota iVifeMiOBviH hoUe the tafe to this bumpae FM naweoRter Bon Bora beta P» 
« Bamxr and ta tonn ta ttia Aecta bunpar won by bitafei Sprfeg hee abeady 
ZIlTDosfed by a iWfeton-Dairta nnita br ta ahepe ta Kfftb Itad. who beta 9 M 
MU ta I«ii49« nad tfe& TTaea fengta bsIM lOngfe Road ta Aeeta WBsJta taa^ 

IS eSwSwre, wta to Ota ta a htaltataar tota yardy^^ Fta 

fteriM wn a aotaid flrta afibrt feta Boouib MSB can biferovei eapadtay CTi ths 


■ «.< auusHAADIStatdei4B-i; 
s. Vtaob 96; X Banlon HU Bey 8-llopm 

L Pta Fta preft 9 «>■ ^ ^ ^ 

So CSF: B4432. TMcaae 

tadW S^aodour Ti® a. NhfrtetaRB^ 

1*1. p Whaiioa Mtaton ^ 

Mii-j Yricata; B4E81 Ttto; 04w 4Cl 

°*1^1. BATHE IN Uaff gSfeitag . 
i^iMa.BlHaHoppar^:i ;XPPta^ 

filf-lbta! £250; Witt SaSft , - DF- 

ffTon flSFiEWSBi 


Meetings off 

BRIXiMN was left without 
hoiseiariog action on turf yes- 
terd^ when heavy rain put 
paid to the jumps at 

ChepstCNP and Wbtbeity. 

Gutf Shaadi is 10-1 with 
Ladbrokes for the Lincoln 
Handicapat D(»caster later this 
month after his six-length vio- 
toiy at WeSverfaampton yester- 
day. 


Ffirendt was more phOo- 
sophicak ss^ng: “The stew- 
ards have come to a coochisioD 
and you have to take the penal- 
Qr. m have to have a taflt with 
Mr Nau^ton and my guv’nor, 
Mr Cumani, and see what they 
say oonceming an appeal." 

Geoff Foster, the stewards’ 
secretaiy, defended the ban. 
“Wb had people ringing up the 
course concerned about tbe 
horse’s running, but by then tbe 


Taunton 


stewards were on the case and 
alieacfy iriquiring. They asked 
themselves whether the horse 
was put in the race and asked 
for an effort at aiiy stage and 
they found that the answerwfts 
no on both ooums," he said. 

Lady Jazz was settled in 
rear by Ffrendi in the early 
stages untfl making steady 
headwt^ in tbe strai^t and run- 
ning on wdl in the cloring 
stages. 


HYPERION 

2.10 Quebmatie 2.40 Friendly House 3.10 
Simreme Lady 3>90 Shore Pfuty 4.1 0 Cevelero 
4 j 40 GratomI 5.10 Bold Oriental 

GOING: Good (Hundtea - Good to Soft to ptaea to taafthi). 
•RntwMnd Gonia ta ISQwfe. 
aCeuaa to S ta town on B317Q ‘huaon waun Ba ADMISSIOffe 
Mambon £11 : PaddDCk £850; CmM ta ceuaa £4. CAR PARK: 
Cartaa ta couaa EX lomabidor traa 
eLEADSn TRAMERS: M Pta ^0608 (0414. p Hotaba 25-«6 
(3451Q. R Hodgaa I6-ISI (95%), P Nklitali MS (OB%). 
aL£ADg«3JOeKEV& A P McCoy 22-114 (S31^ C Mwda 146B 
(67MiaAFIfegaraM'M3(Qiq;BPawH8-121 (85%). 
eFU^RITES: ftMe (373%). 


l o taA l SHEPTON MALLET NOVICE HURDLE 
(CLASS E) £3,000 added 3m IlOydB 

1 #-01 LAigBrS'nCABURE(BQItaS1MbnB77l9.-BFMM 

2 34603 SH0REFMnYmN1hMi>DaMS6B8 CNfeBdi 

3 4S03 VUAaEIQN6tm(PF)PHett0Stt9 lfeRVM9W(7) 

4 FffiPR- AUEGROFnCEpmHOcfenSlia GURM 

5 30SF BAU0Bg7)W6M1imvStl8 JCAtanRB 

6 8POPO- B0aZVS0REAU(»|)N1lon8n71l3 JKwife(7) 

7 SOP CAPmgiiiQHRB(ftPVfeamm6ii3 awyoM 

8 80686 eUWM.(fe9RMBr61l3 VSbewy 


eFAVOURITES: ftMe (373%] 
BU»B(B9B> HRSTTBim Rfend 
MMaa (SXi Alfenilc RBta (52% 


Houaa JaaTnek (9Mt 

Bd Orfartta (8X0. DtolD (SX|. 


^ TAUNTON tlATIONAL HUNT NOVICE 

HURDLE (CLASS D) £4,000 added 
2m3M10jW 

1 4m 8ROtlNIBiXrr04)ltaCJeniy51l2 fiRntafey 

2 40 SmSHOFFCnMiHItaMSIia-— JPIftoy 

3 om COaNO(mMZ)(39BDaltai6112 ItMtaoei 

4 0 DONMEBRAm(117)M^Mfe5112 PHolty 

5 40 RNALKAM)mTFMr6l13 Suyno 

6 0040- RIAIigiaiacipBnNTMitontfeiiwBItB Citaudc 

7 PP l«J0tBBARf48)Rnn>atl2 ^TOftoniarm 

8 6439 OUABUiniCMKBWiepailS RIfeHM 

9 6 TU>mC0nMS(MPtadyB1l2 SBumgD 

ft ftft LAlWimTIES(MPlletBb«ftn ^TJUurpIV 

11 FUFOF CRCHAiDlADVMNIftMBftll IMAIfeife 

ft -0889 BAUySCAUy(7)AHebbi8«11 BFtoiMB 

ft 2009 Wi pes M n AWDAMGAfcCaitBftll DJUaRRI 

U 9 PBtSISrBK9RN»^|^bfltnar4S7JCAhpimfB. 

mniRft 94 iJihWWaM 10960 Stay Seta* BAWtwwblBMdfe , 
11 rr niitaiiitaf;i 1 mnlili Umt. Itl 1 HntaHMd,19-1 BnstiOft»1 
ronfefenfi tail, ft 1 iilliin 

1 0 At \ \ PfTMINSTERSBJLINGHCAP HURDLE 

(CLASS G) £2,000 added 2m If 

1 39P3D RBRUrHDIBE(9q<D)MPM9ftO CIMtaiB 

2 FPM l1IU.WUUPICKB)(7)CnRJRBeit118....BMttB 

3 1-049 aUgOFPOHnWEWP^QtataWftlSJeJTtaMa 

4 0-ftP 8UW)iaESPECULff7)PFto(lDta5fta SBoiboM 

5 54340. RknSO(MRSbDigB4ft3 BPbbbI 

8 3POOP PUMU&(tnCHaataey61)2 IBMADueoyffl 

7 0369 POOl5FUnB&(t3)DtaRfefcBtt2 GlUoaV 

8 P4H9 aXMGHlWRCKnn-ltaSftO SFk 

8 4nSPB WOHM(P)LMrt«8eQ HamifeCT) 

I ft PSD ORMnE8IJBU(17)jaikai4ftO XAIquu{a 

Tl OOQIU) 7VIBP(mMRBciCby7ft0. 

ft m SUNRinfftB)DBidal4ftO DJBwtal 

ft 465DP A AWtaAK8A(Flt)(ai)Al b) B UJifal 8rOO-lfeSDtBKk« 

' 14 80/U6- PBfeCTBBfne(n8aNBtabn8«0 SFowtarm 

fi 4939 ggPHO 6FP imWMfeSV iafe i M i6ft0JtWfttaMla»(7) 

ft 99 aANSPERE(t3RNBtalaoeS«0 

-ISdKfend- 

AMiuii HotakC IM Dub tetabwi Mbta; Rew» 6 Ofe 13b Onn M 
TOh TWwMbi An AmtaB 95 % PbM» fife* W 

4ft Set no(pata|r M 2ft in Pn ftt 
BEnB9:76taofeaSpBdA4-1MdMOrtFWK96SfedlOIFMii^ 
136 flfe^Htoaa, 10-1 itoaniii. nidi n. 19-1 rfeaiiQ. 14-1 cw^ 
Rfefek tab Rfeow iei M||U291 89 Ftarg 2S-1 dinta 391 

^ SOMERSET NOVICE CHASE (CLASS E) 

£4,000 added 3m 

1 «PS3> 7H9BDWfa6HT(M(CnPNd«b71lfiJ»JTtataS 

2 964P1 HAWWWBim(d)NMNmO«^ CUwdo 

3 04-13U 9UPRBIEUDya(aRltaHKiikN7ftft..-JF1)^ 

4 isns CMSAfSDaJMrtlftMFIpftllftfl 

5 363U4 ngiGANnB(T7}GHma«tt SBinoitf 

6 S0440 KASNANGfePIfeyMtaflftft ITwwMri 

7 -6489 nMZARI(ljlMa|(n(0)RantBRllftttV..SCfefen 

8 /1-P22 lANCItaniAN\ErGanTFatMto7fi« SW|M 

9 34er aRaOOMJOfr(»^Beeia6«ft OBnta 

«S400UP NOODADANTEMNWMSftft U0rtatoi(7) 

11 34«W OnPHANSMKaQlikOM17VV fiJMeOM 

ft PROP- smi»ttfiiMp7a)mpwteMtnfift«_.TJiiwphr 

ft FUOPO VBLBAIiC(lftlit 8CHtitt1 l ftft Gtomoy 

BEnDMfe 7-4 Sitonm 76 tfeita Wbvaii, 96 Tlwrata Mfet, 5-1 
iMattfen JH.61 MrMoertMftS-t Om*M DoW 14-1 ottM 


._U0rtatoi(7) 

fiJMeOM 


9 01 R0UCAU.(M7tRAbtaB1t3 PHtaby 

ft 833046 BAUyLgU(31)Ptafeid6«ft... S ftl lWtfl 

tl (HHF D U BBCK S COUlintYpijF'ttataBftft BpDWta 

ft 20 HSCHffSnR(nft(BF)PNdafeSftn TJItapIqr 

a 282 JAS'nMCX|mfePpB4fl7 JBwmB 

-ttdaefend- 

BETTBIftMSImCipBbi.IMVgfegiiaft.ai.feB'RBek.lieMfe- 
ebita Sift 12-1 BaBy Ufa, 19-UJwitai1bMM% 20-1 Bitai, 29-1 Rol- 
Gta.3S-1adMi 

nr^ MITFORD SLADE CHALIENGE TTK)PHY 
HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) £4,000 
added 4m 2f 110yds 

1 08490 BEAU BABaiAHDpftPMdMfe 0 01 JfeJ1taong(7) 

2 3962U RUSTYBRD6E(l7](COIIiSJrinm1lfi1JeRBfetoR(7) 

S 2999 ARC»eiri7)(C}RLmB«e5 lfeAMM(7) 

4 34fit CAWUBIO{PmHMMm8ftSJIfeACtari»Janw(7) 

5 U33B4 REAPBISR0CK{t7)6tara3e5-JfeJHPrfetari(7) 

3 P2293 C0RMEH«Anpn)Rlbmftlte..-JR»S\blinB(7) 

7 ftS-11 BBIANRAaptet6atalt«SB1lftifeAHfiMB*eilh(7) 

8 33S32- ARBt£HARCHP279)ttlMHnd977-JfeaAtata(7) 
8 AJSft- KEnLeSmmilDBM111t7.._llrAPMIip»P) 

fitassp RQHAirrARME(PmU»PBoitaft1l7— MrL,baBta(7) 
-IDdidHod- 

BETHWS; 94 Rafey BMita. T6 Cmlin, 6-1 XMOw; M fetal Ifebl. 
1-1 RHpinReck.10-1AitaH«BBHiBMWL,l2;1ComfebWhyi, 16-1 
'AiUoRHdi,ftMtaniv'Jbma'.' 

.-PWJ . |,r.r>T '”4*'.- , ti\ •• 

Mn \ ROYAL BATH & NOVICE H'CAP 
CHASE(CL/eS^fi4jnOaddadan110ydB 

I 88!Pn GRAraun(nPlbtftatt8ini(7ia4 Sfta 

8 sain ONEwamnncQDWBmBiifi urStaaki^ 

3 566S6 BEWK>0inREACH(14(nRHai^«ll4JHBik(7) 

4 3464 AlCOVEn9GJN<)tontagMBn7V7 Btanl 

a 2330B aRPOPPlETtM(99RBmeaBn9ftS SCom 

6 54S6F Sm(92)DUcCtai6D3 SW)|m 

7 3P093 OliyiOVE(17)NBtafefte7ft2 BFMn 

8 5630P POOHSrnCKWRFfesIBftO JRota 

8 6S3PD PRMCEDEBERRr(17)GHBm7ftD SBuioudi 

ft 4P09 nEUaBasnR(M}ADMIiSftO .VSHtoft 

II mso PR(IVE1NEPaNT(14(9HsP[UlddSfta PHbOw 

tt46<4< HUGNDAMB5{1t4CHcnafey««0.JlMADiidtar(7) 

-12dMfe«d- 

Noinn weftttc lOfe nwmdtato»ta7M;nmOBav7MSftA»- 
aanbw SBr fife % Aae ta tai 9sf 6ft Mgb Dfewb $fe ta 
BETTMG:1V10Gnlanl,1l60Mftata.S1 OHylM.S-1 BoyondOur 
HngA 19-1 BIjb. 13-1 Alecne. 14-1 Mr PBppfetaa, 16-1 Pub SBdt, Mwa 
Do Bwifi 991 Hugh Dabfe. 29-1 PronThaPotat 39-1 HMRterSfer 

[g BLACKDOWN HILLS H’CAP HURDLE 
(CLASS F) £2^ added 2m If 

1 Itom IIIMS(7ft(D)(V)UFlpe7na JIMHVB 

2 aB34 SAE£Pe90(1S)(RRtalgn61l6- .PHoliy 

3 3M03P eseSABUE(l^RSbDn8eail7 JfeSDind((5) 

4 0B8 AnAKnCMSTSe(CD|BRIta»51l6..09taWd)B 

5 5DF6 EUROUIK17EIAD(»HCO)OEMbI117I9JJBimM 

6 ftE9 0FGWamW8ftWEU.(«)nPHttB7V1J»RVHgvg) 

7 -aOfFI JUSrJASHHE(4nKBtaiep6fifl RBiaiM 

8 394 BOmOnENTAL{14)CBnolB4ft7 QBfetatorB 

9 OSDOe DRAGON IDN6 (17) CBmclB ft 1 BFMon 

ft GPP VOILAPftEUIEK(4ftPtbfNv8ft(> RIWlM 

11 1BF2D SAAnpqflBNwr7O0 _...G8hHbfe(7)B 

ft OOEta unUJOEpaJBRtatBftO....- DeuMM 

8 640PD im)10(7)R6tata8Va .-^..VSfeBfeyB 

-ISdMtaml- 

WHun aaftiw 10S4 Bia AaitfEap wD^tt; Utab Rmbn ftr 79ft Satf 
sw T2ft tob Jboaw4ft ooBtar ir& 

BETTINGi 10960 Iftfec. 96 BoU OifetaN, G1 BiroUr Tbo Ud, 8-1 
Mbitai Mii.ninnwtaiiMitoiiii niniiiniita. imitaip ri 
Jota tfeantai. ShO. 20-1 Dragon tag, 28-1 edwa 


HYPERION 

2.20 Badge Of Fame 2.50 Music Therapy (nb) 

3.20 Brfghstone 3.50 HawMIeld 4.20 Buzz OThe 

CrOMFd 430 NESSUN DORO (nap) 

GOMCfe Geodtt Soft (8tat to ptaMt 
#Ltal-Mfft feiiip indiflattog eouTM. tar-to ta aooydn. 
eCcuv fe BE taltoin ori B20m iiiDlUl aktaon (tanad by Un- 
don. VtofeiVac^eewoa. ADMISSION: Mwrfcefta R miyBv- 
doua n (KoompaniBd indw-fti irota^ GAR nunC: Cfeb a; 
ramabKtor free 

elEADING TRADIERS:U PIpa 15-W (266%); G LMpor* 11-41 
PfiSIft J GBtord M4 (ffiSU R OWtaBm 666 gZ2%). 
eiEAINNG JOCKEVS: R Dunweedy B64 P3314 A P McCoy 
DOS (369ft N VMfennan t>67 (ISNt M A RQHBkl 869 pOSIft 
a RAVOURfreS: 163660 (483%t 
SUMKBteD FIRST •nUSNetfe. 

fq- bnl NEW LEAF MAIDEN HURDLE (CLASS 
E) £2,900 added 4YO 2m 110yds 

1 3 BN)BEOFHIME{57}KB^1'0 UrRfebbfeya 

2 OP UARMXp^BCllbynO SHogan 

3 33 NOTPDRQOnai(lISA)(n)Rtadno RJelifen 

4 P REWAfDCBqCMmfiO -JHMmA 


6 O fiHARPDea(1Q)MbMptai1t9 ROfeHO^ 

8 e W0CClA«)ltttalGftBltoftai8hftB..J>rtilidiir 

-BdNfeiad- 

BEniNG; M BMga Of Ffenfe SI WboriMta NfBftft 1» afaito DwA 
M IM Fo^lDlfeB. 161 RchrI, 294 Ifendl 

io eft i NUTLEY NOVICE CHASE (CLASS B 
£4,000 added 3m 

1 2SB9 UACNAIIARASaANDmmMHtodaniSnV 

IfelwOBBDod 

2 92131 IRBICTtCRAPY(P4Tffesferaflft RJobaavi 

9 2-1P8P msnCBrap^NGtadtaBTIft JAtaona^ 

4 2909 AMIMBRFq(m>l>*tCtnitafeft64JlrRftbkfeyn 

5 PE90 CHAUBKSlMWeqUiLJBfita864 

l»BdvByiM|7)Y 

6 5Pta9 DQEIHnEriqJFfeMtt)i«8ll4 >lfetay(l|B 

7 3KM6 EAGYB|)6EZVP)Clfem81l4 

8 62233 BrSHAHBOURimOSKmn^'n^ APHeCoy 

9 QMS amerp0ftJUGCBnMd«9Tl4 SHegaiq 

ft M3M 7EXANBABVmN1ir«lfifrDlM»91l4.-JGeHHtal(7) 

BEnWft 46 UoN a tanro 76 Wi WM miiP nA 196 Tb in n rita g , 

SI BybHiitaH( 18-1 Mjiflo fefe. EtaV Brufti 83-1 oiiM 

iq ^^1 CHB^HAM SELUNG H’CAP HURDLE 
JtagU| (CLASS G) £2,000 added 2m llOyde 

1 2VI BH KBgTDI ta(B:6W*'F»»B.ny- 

2 004)01 i — i Ln ' S feBDAMpnWJtafcyita-JUi) — o n v 

3 29 DinCHD«A*f^6il(M611®“r^^ 

4 ftOW IIASClAMP{1^MBZ£fe>bon8«ft..-jA^ 

5 1A35- miC n CA LMSS(BB^JFftfe«^ea8ftfl-JHMliyB 


8 6D4DPD DGSERrCH«UJEMBtnJjBtam8ft4 DUtay 

7 F60 IIAJ0RTgBr{44N1btai>Dtoin4fi2. JGtataM*i(7) 

8 P26Ba HEGA'nD(B|Jtaini6eO 

9 2R) HADAlEtp7)MtaiiaBS«0 JRKiWMgh 

tBtaiwHiiiotag DuiAandatowietaMbgandSW tSft Mtatat 

MSfc 

BE^Mft7-4BrigMam,»6Min■l■lblM•ll^6-tilig■TI«l,161llfe• 
|ta IbM Data Oiffefe, W Ifeim GhaPfeigK; Ibi^ lAop, 14-1 Ikd 
Alta, 18-1 IfertalctaMfei 

r o - en l SETASIDE NOVICE HANDICAP CHASE 
^■^1 (CLASS ^ £4,000 added 2m 

1 R33DI HAWKRBnmitEfPIUteSftO RDBtaOeW 

2 9AV WII SPO »I O QOUBr(10ftAHlial8ft4 Ltawy 

6 39« BRD0KBM(9l)Nfiaseln6ftD JRKmHtfi 

4 34mo COOLfaAIHBtPBICfWIamftftO JMftnnB I 

5 P6423 OOa.SPOT(Sq6EngriS«0 RJOHMM 

e 446384 HflmW)RAMe(t9)WAlhebino9ftO.OtfaBMW 

7 Fun SSSDfGKffBrRYapqRDbttiaVQJIrRlMMrP) 

-Tdldind- 

betaiDwagnt MK 9n(>AnSGfe)i«t7KBiBb8K99ta CbtfIMto 
tateati.Cbol3|M(S8taHG7iMflfen9)r4ftScBtgfU8FBar9d 
4ft 

mrTBtt1M0lfewMfeld.1V2CDol^S1Hjbfei4ltaia,7-1Wbto- 
pi*B Carta, SI Break Bta, Snlntffeaat F^fft 14-1 Cool EMlMr 

| w on ! EDEN HUNTER CHASE (CLASS H) 
l^Sll £1450 added 3m 

1 80636 Al OJl I A TTpftJUmtallgg JftJRC«ltaNI(7) 

5 3SPI GV9aANd9{e)(D)Kfte»9Cfi..~Jlr9SJDBH(q 

3 4S1-1 8IBZ(n}IECRCMD(17)(D)MsAFMI6ee... _. 

MrDAfei»4Mw(7) 

4 2Pff^ A»SDWpft(CO)UtBCBafey66S..-NrBPg|loek(B 

8 EOSUS tWMHONEVmBQLACBcaftGS—MrHVMftyd) 

6 R53iP- L»UINGIBS8U(e«libB6GUdBB«es 

HhsBGIiddmrn 

7 SS31U RmriHEDOSEIFqSBBmfteSJftTaaCtabrn 

8 2>PI)P- S«RABUry(38l)(C0)RCnbyQft6 

.H bin ota J fetoHNIbMp) 

8 fi834> 1Wp1«nUBPUdtaifeRftS&. »Atair(7) 

ft nuet IElientflA^nMsDtel3ftOJltaCOM()} 

BCITMft Bob ODm Cmd» 74 Andml^ M NMMl H By^ 

nM Dfe* Huy; 1S1 AmfeA 1S1 (fepwt Hw DeOA 906 awer 
oMa 


game to 


Jim Old: Trains CoHier Bbqt 

very lucky, but now it has hit us 
at just tbe wrong time.” 

The entries for several of the 
Festival’s handicaps were pub- 
lished yesterd^, and those u4io 
like to back topkal horses will 
look no further than Ibp Cees. 
The performance of Lynda 
Ramsden’s gelding in a New- 
market haii^cap three years 
ago was the subject ofa 19-day 
lUgh Coon Bbel trial '^lidi end- 
ed last week. He is entered in 
both the Coral Cup and the 
County Hurdle. 

Coral Cup betting 

Hm* CHIT 

UtaWMlSBU 10-1 W 19-1 191 

TitaiiiiiinMta 14-1 ft-1 w-1 a-i 

BfeSUwta 1S-1 14-1 14-1 14-1 

nucWicwiBta in 14-1 1S1 in 

C o— n cI fe ODMI 1»1 1»1 14-1 ftl 

ifeU»IMd 1i-1 13-1 in W-1 

taafeta ft-1 1A-I 18-1 1S1 

WipigiB ifti ¥-1 t»i ttrt 

RoitaiAiife 1»1 1»1 14-1 14-t 

awonoHlwtlta w-1 i»-i 14-1 i»1 

tJliBttank ft-1 29-1 99-1 90-1 

IboCu 14-1 29-1 99-1 M-1 

C - Coral H • WMm W L ■ Lidtotan T • Itafe 


D) £3,750 added 2m 110yds 
1 Pm lUBeAN7ll6HlltaM«Cn)ft3jniiivi9flft.DMv 
3 FOaSD* H ARBErH OtaE(H)(CC)RC7Stafel86 7 JtabM 

3 839641 naerrvfiGFrpsHcoioiMsDioBtirjiPihCoyB 

4 Oftft AU)BCJ(»ER(ft9(D)MOPHtobi6«8.JtDtanQar 
8 90644 BOWGUfECO(ff(rGft(ByJMcfU9l6V6JiAPtaoakf 

6 Rifift IB8UHDORO(^(D)Slfetor8ft2. CVfebbfl 

-SdKfend- 

Ben m»n k±iiya6W,94iitauDoto,4-iASfeijBtaMUfe- 

CM f H y lfe ^ n nn ii ah Cl iu i t 


Andy Farrell 

reports from Doha 

LONG gone are the d^'swben 
Ian ^Kfoosnam, a ftnv friends and 
many cans of baked beans, 
used lo travel round the Euro- 
pean Tour in a cara\'aiL “It 
would need wings these da^’s,*' 
Woosnamsaid. 

Woosic cun never have 
imagined ccichraiuig his 40rh 
birthday in Doha as he ^ on 
Monday. Whatever form the 
oelebralions took, they would 
have been disaeci; Qanu‘ is a 
more strictly Islamic state when 
it comes to thing? Iflce alcohol 
than Dubai. The Welshman 
woke up the following ruorning 
with a headache and a walking 
stick, a present from his 
Phil “Wobbly" Moibey. 

Woosnam and Jose Marta 
Olazahal, whose own celebra- 
tion 00 Mondot' of his Dubai 
Classic viaoiy included eating 
his first full meal fur fnv days 
as hLs ihioat infection cased, 
head ifac field for the inaugur- 
al Qatar Masters. With a prize 
fund of Jtt(Xl,000. six other 1^- 
der Cup players and tbe captain, 
Sl^v BoJIcsleros, have abo rnade 
the short journ^ up tbe Cult 

ThQr have found aiKiibcr 
course in superb condition, 
thanks to the huge quantitks of 
water it guzzles each day. Set 
amemg liinestone rods, the two 
dommoDl features of the la>'-oul 
are length, it measures 7,373 
yards, and the constant wind. 

“1 find this course very 
trid^,** Woosnam said. “I will 
have fo drive better than in 
Dubailast week and the greens 
are firm with lots of ^ain. 
Then there is this strong wind 
blovrtng all the time." 

These, however, were his 
personal oonoeiiis about not yet 
having found a "feel for this 
course". Woosnam is fully ap- 
preciative that he is getting to 
play at aU. “The fadliQr and the 
setyug hm is gr^" he z^ded. 
'.]Hexty^ a third Gulf venue 
inay lie added at Abii Dhabi, 
vrtuch is in the good news, bad 
newscategDsy fbrWsosaam."! 
don’t realty ei^ travelling too 
much ai 7 more, but if we can’t 
get good sponsors and good 
touimunents in Europe, thre we 
have to come to places like 
Qatar and Dubai. 

“1 tlnnk I have fivegoodycars 
left at tbe top level," be added. 
“But if I feel I cannot play up to 
my full potential I shdl c(K^- 
er not playing ai^ more. I don’t 
have the power that I used to 
have. 1 faa^ lost my nerve a bit, 
1 lay up instead of going for the 
big cany, but I probably gel mote 
birdies that wa^. Tbat'^ where ex- 
perience is an advantage." 

Border steps 
in for Marsh 


Cricket 


ALLAN BORDER, the former 
Australian captain, is to deputise 
for the ODuntiy’s coach, Geoff 
Marsh, at next month’s limited 
oven tournament in Shaijoh. 

Border, who retired from 
Tests after Australia's 1994 tour 
to South Africa, has agreed to 
take up the lO-day appointment 
as a temponuy refdacement for 
Marsh, who has allowed to 

miss the touinament after hav^ 
fa^ to go iutD ho^tal because 
of his asthma in aU of his three 
previous uips to Shaijah. 

Border will not become a 
full-time coach, however. 
“Evciyone seems lo be reading 
srxnetfamg inlo ft, but Fve got so 
many commitments now that 
what I don’t want to do is move 
into coaching,” he said. 

“I don't mind doing ihe odd 
one-off with the under-19 side 
or the A t eam when th^ are 
sole commitments, but !'m ooi 
interested in a permanent role. 

' Geoff Marsh is away eight or 
nine months ayear- rm not in- 
leresled in that" 

1116 fonner Rildstaa captain 
Akram dismissed allega- 
tions of ixwcdvcineni in noitii fix- 
ing and betting as media 
^icculation when he arrived in 
Port Elizabeth yesteidiqr for the 
rest of the South African lour. 

“Nobotty’s snipid Fve been 
iritQifig top aicket, eazning good 
money, so wl^ would I do such 
a stufM ihbig’.*" sak! Wmm, wtao 
last DURiih appeared before a 
parliamentary commiliee as- 
signed to investigate the all^- 


•I 
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Sporting hero is a term that should be handled with discretion 


ONE of the occupational hazards of 
a veteran sponswriter is the scorn 
that historical perspective raises in 
an advTuicidg generation. Thiog? may 
be better than they were, mantt' not. 
but how many sports pcrtbmiers to- 
day will be remembered as genuine 

heroes? 

Beginning last ni^U Sky Spi'tris 3 
B bniadcasling a series of 33 inicrvio« 
with great figures from Britain s 
sporting past conduaed In' the old 
ITV hand Kdde Davies, w-ho was big 
on the bo.T when some of today's star 
preseoters werv in nappies. 

Fnst up was the 19^ Olynipic 800 
metres gold medallist. Steve Ovett, 
to be followed by bis great middle- 
distance rival, Sehasiiun Coe, and 
such notables as John Charies, Tom 


Finoi^, Colin Cowdrey, Mary Peters, 
Stiiiing Moss, Witlie Carson, Roger 
Bannister, Gareth Edwards and 
Henry Cooper. Davies’s peraooal 
choices, all qualify as ^>oriiiig benaes. 

I'm certain, anyway, that the 
status ought not to awarded lightly, 
ft has os much, maybe more, to do 
with presence as adiieveniem, a mat- 
ter of people confronting fame and 
lime and themselves. 

A friend. Tom Cushman, who 
writes sensitive sports columns for 
the San Diego Union’Tribitne recalls 
the thrill he felt as a college fresh- 
man track athlete when hearing of 
Bannister's four-miniiie mile. ‘*It was 
unbelievable,*’ he said. “From that 
moment Bannkter was, and still is, 
one of my sporting beroes.” 


*nie fact that Bannister did not 
win an Olympic gold medd is tr- 
relevanL Henry Cooper didn't make 
it to world doss, his only atten^t at 
the heavyweight championship end- 
ing in bloocfy defeat by Muhaitunad 
All in 1966, but the years since then 
have not diounishisd bis populari- 
fy. Stirling Moss ^ed to win the 
drivers' world ebampionship but be 
remains' unquestionably a hero of 
motor racing. 

Last year I attended a dinner at 
which Charies was given a lifetime 
award for his great feats in footbaU. 
Most of those present had never 
seen the Welshman play, not even 
on television, but knew a hero 
when they saw one. Mamy foolballcTs 
today state the desire to be with a 



KEN JONES 


club that offers them a of 

winning championship and cup 
medals. A brilliant England in- 
ternational, all Finney has to show 
for a club career entirely in 
Preston North End’s colours is a los- 
er's medal in the 1 956 FA Cup final. 

Recently, 1 was recalling for 


some young pet^le (this ha{^^ all 
too freque^ these days) a period 
through wbkdi T lived as a goggle- 
eyed bay. Tcfevisida was ooly a 
rumour so a sense of sporting hero- 
ism could only be gained from 
newspapers and radio. Importantly, 
I later d is cov e red that one or two of 
the heroes irimttirived in imag- 
ination, Stanley Matthews and 
Dems Compton for exanqile. were 
heroes to maiQr miUkms. 

I stiQ find ^lon a better area dian 
most to kxrft to trudL TMthout ques- 
tion we stand in the middle of a 
national sports boom: growing 
attendances, better-prepared pet^ 
formers who in some case get more 
for tbezr labours than pet^de are 
paid for running countries. .Pre- 


cisefy where we stand in the matter 
of heroes is less apparent. 

If Davies had come a little further 
forward in time he could have found 
other candidates. Ian Botham was a 

natural hero of cridtet. (for all bis 
technical limitations Frank &uno 

was, in a curious way, heroic. Lennox 

Lewis may be the most accomplished 
heavywm^t out tiiere but somehow 
heroism doesn’t fit with him. 
Sporting hero is a term that 

should be haxidled with care and dis- 
cretion. Nick E^ldo has climbed 
higher in golf than one of Davies's 
herpes, Ibny Jocklin, and is un- 
questtoiably a hero but Jaddio’s suo 
cess was totally unexpected and 
therefore more hen^. 

Once you get into something like 


the, I frankiv don’t kraw where \tm 
stop and how the Icsuling figures in 
British sport today will he looked 
upon by historians of the future. No- 
borfy will have to think twto ahoui 
Steven Redgrave, but il's difficull to 
imagine that Paul GiLieiiignc will 

molifyasanaB-tinw BritiihhLTOanA 

despite his pnwess, Alan Shearer 
mav never he spoken of in the sume 
bi^ith as nuiny fllusuious figures in 
the fairfy recent hcMorj' foolhalL 
AU the heroes Davies has aJkxicU 
relished perstmal succcts and took 
pleasure in the honours that came 
to them. CUcumstances saved their 
greatness from the modem camfral 
vul^ty that would have dcbm:cd it. 
Tlioiwasgood forspjm andgiHvd for 
the concept of heroism. 


Bosnich to turn 
up Villa vocals 

After the missiles in Madrid, Aston Villa's 
keeper is looking for a verba! rocket to 
swing the home leg. Phil Shaw reports 


RAUCOUS laughter broke out 
as the Aston Villa part}' queued 
tef board (he flighi back frvm 
their 1-0 defeat at Atletico 
Madrid. When !l subsided. 
DMvighi '^brkc could be heard 
mocking the Eagjand cricket 
funs among his colleagues and 
the press corps for being so fool- 
ish as to imagine that they 
might win the recent Test 
match. 

The Tobagan insisted that 
the West Indies bad been toy- 
ing with their prey, knowing th^ 
had done cnou^ to prevail The 
cameo typified a perceptible im- 
provement fa VtUas morale 
during the first week of John 
Gregoiy's managership. Yet a 
nagging doubt persists that 
Atletico. like Yorke's compa- 
triots, have also established a 
platform for progress. 

Raddy Antic certainly be- 
lieves a place in tlm last four of 
the UeEa Cup is very much with- 
in Atletico's grasp, despite \^- 
la wresting control of Tuesd^s 
quarter-final. fiist-Ieg match 
following ■ Christian X^cri's 
42nd-miDuie peoalW. After not- 
ing that it was a “game of two 
hah’es" - which proved his time 
on Luton's bools was not wast- 
ed- theYugosla\'Coadisetout 
a plausible case for Spanish op- 
timisnr. 

“Ii win be a hard game at VU- 
(a Fhrk because there will be a 
great atmosphere and they will 
play differently,*' he said. “But 
vw haven't lost an away match 
in Europe for two years, and 
while that is just a statistic, we 
have to be confident." 

.\niic was almost guilty of 
underplaying Atletico's record. 
In la.st season's Champions' 
League they were the only side 
to beat (he esennial winners. 
Bimissia Dortmund, triumph- 
ing 2- 1 in Germany. They- also 


won -^1 at Widzew Lodz, of 
Ffoland. and drew with Steaua 
Bucharest and Ajax. 

Hiis lime they have won 2-0 
at Leicester, after Laldag onfy a 
2-1 advantage to FQbert Street, 
and relumed unbowed from 
Salonika and Zagreb. In that 
context. Antic was entitled to 
view Villa's failure to score the 
goal their growing assurance 
merited as poteatiaUy cradai to 
the eveotu^ outcome. 

Mark Bosnich, w4io exuded 
an aura of be'ing unbeatable 
during the early siege, sensed 
that Atletico were satisfied with 
their lead. “I don't whether 
they put so much into the first 
half that they ran out of steam, 
but it seemed to me they settled 
for l-O. With the away-goals rule 
as it is. you can understand that 
mentality." 

The goalkeeper’s brilliance 
was all the more impressive for 
the barrage of missiles from the 
crowd to which he was subject- 
ed. He incurred a caution for 
time-wasting as be sought to 
draw the attention of an oth- 
erwise impeccable Italian ref- 
eree. but there is no appeals 
procedure. 

Indeed, only Alan Wright of 
Gregory's possible starting XI 
for the return will not be at risk 
of missing the first semi-final by 
being booked again. It will be 
scam consolation to Bosnich to 
know that Adetioo can expect 
to be fined provided the refer- 
ee or the Uefa delegate reports 
the trouble. 

The Australian is lookiag to 
Villa's supporters to intimidate 
AUctico tw legitimate means on 


J 7 Mondt “Wt have to make it 
as hot as possible for them be- 
cause they're a top side and 
have been to some big places. 
These teams pride ibemseives 
on their coumer-attackiDg sldOs, 
but if we keep it tight at the back 
we’ve got a better than even 
chance." 

Villa’s captain, Gareth 
Southgate, expressed disap- 
poiotmeat at a scorelme which 
be confessed be would have ac- 
cepted beforehand and warned 
gainst getting carried away. 
“There's no question that the 
hard work is still to be done. 
However long it takes, we have 
to score twice. Atletico are an 
outstanding team and with the 
pbyeis tta^rVe got they’ll break 
veiy well." 

thaf 

he planned to leave during the 

gnTTirnffT , .Rratrhpla has given Ar j 

added fillip to Gregot/s hoa- 
^znoon period. It is eazfy doom, 
as Ron Atkinson would say, but 
the new manager, now entering 
his second week as Brian Little’s 
successor, appears to have re- 
stored stability on and off the 
pitch. 

Gregoiy. like Uttle, whs a 
member of the last Villa side to 
reach this stage of the compe- 
tition 20 years ago, when they 
went out to Barcelona. The 
prospects of going at least one 
stage further are finely bal- 
anced. In the meantime, be may 
well be cautioning that while 
Continental football is the ic- 
ing on the cake, the Premier- 
ship is VQla's bread and butter, 
and survival has yet to be 
assured. 



Mark Bosnich remonstrates with the referee in Madrid on Tuesday Photopaph: Emplcs 


Vialli advises 
cool approach 


By Bill Meroe 

Gianluca VialU has warned his 
Chelsea team to dean up their 
act to avoid comproouai^ their 
EasopeaD O^Winneis' Cup 
challenge xriiea they take on 
Real Beds tonighL 

Chelsea’s record of 61 book- 
ing in domestic footbaU s one 
of tiie worst in the Premierdiqi. 

rv»nnk XU|se^Tbftirra ptntn h?Knl. 
reatfy served two su^)ensioas this 
season, and has been summoned 
dK IknibaQ Aatoation to ex- 
plain wl^ he is the first player in 
the Lea^ to coUect 11 ycUow 
cards. Mark starts his 

second ban of the rampflign af- 
ter tomorrow night’s game hav- 
ing been cautioned ejg^t times, 
Vialli. ttighly experienced in 
the cat and mouse manoeuvres 
Gmitineotal club competition 
aftowmnmg ail thm major tro- 
phies (hiriiig tus tone in Italy, has 
told his pli^eis to modify thdr 
combative approach gainst 
Betis or risk losing key peison- 
nel to the secemd leg of the 
quarter-final at Stamford Bridge 
in two weeks’ time. 

The player-manager may 
well stidE wi& the ambitious, Ju- 
ventus-sfyle 4:3-2 ^stemhem- 
iroduced on taking'over from 
Ruud Gullit titree weeks ago. 
He said: ‘’We must not be 
scared to pk^ strongfy but we 
must also play with cool heads. 
1 know the Beds players. They 


are very good technically and 
they have all the uk'k.x. 1 don't 
mean that they cheat but with 
a big crowd behind them lifting 
their spirits thc>' know how to 
get the best from a home game. 

“W; must be very eureful not 

to get bookings. There is an- 
other leg in which wv can re- 
cover if we need 10 but wc can't 
do it if we hate tiHi many play- 
ers out of the game." 

He thinks Chelsea cun beat 
Beds so toi% as they cope with 
the different style and atmos- 
{diere they wrill face in Seville. 
'T have fo be uptimistic." hu said. 

Wise, booked in all his last 
four games, said: "Luca has 
stressed the importance of 
keeping out of trouble. But 
I’m looking fonrard to playing 
in EuiqK again. I think the ref- 
erees have a better attitude to 
what is an honest challenge.’’ 

The Swedish referee Leif 
Sundell has already been re- 
placed by a Bulgarian ofBnal for 
the match after Chelsea ooin- 
plainedtoUeGs,thegamc>gov- 
emiogboefy in Europe, about his 
frateinising with Beds officials at 
a recent Spanish League match. 

In-fact, Roberto Di Matteo 
is the onfy Chelsea player already 
with a yellcfw card in toni^t’s 
probable staring line-up. Vialli, 
who expects tii^t injury doubts 
over ciraeme Le Saux (ankle) 
and MarkHugjbes (calf) to dear 
in time for kiek-off. 


Troussier finally takes over 


PHILIPPE TROUSSIER 
finally took over as the coach of 
South Africa yesterday wtea the 
caretaker, Jooao Sooo. resigned. 

Sooo was scheduled to step 
aside following the African Na- 
tions’ Cup in Burkina Faso last 
nxmth, but the unexpected suc- 
cess of South Africa in reach- 
ing the final made him 
reconsider. The team captain, 


Lucas Radebe of Leeds, led ap- 
peals for Sono to stay but he ifo 
dded it would be unethical for 
South Africa to ditch Troussier. 

The Frencbman was named 
national coach in January but 
his contract with the Nations’ 
Cup hosts, Burkina Faso, who 
finished fourth in the touma- 
menu prevented him inoving to 
South Africa before Mareh. 


Durie has no wish to watch collision 


Brussels talks 
about tickets 


Blades chairman to depart 


By Ken Gaunt 

GORDON DURIE Is so trau- 
maiistfd by the head injury he 
suffered in die game against Kil- 
mumock he says he will never 
watch replays of the match. 

The Rangers and Sctnland 
striker spent three nights in 
Glasgow's Southern General 
Hospital after an accidental 
clash of heads w ith Gary Holt 
last week that left him severe- 
fy concussed. 

The Scotland striker has lost 
weight and was still suffering 


headaches at the start of this 
week. He is expected to be out 
of footbaU for up to a momb. 

“One thing is certain, 1 never 
want to watch that match," he 
said. "It's scaiy because I can’t 
remember anything about it. 
The first thing Mmew was when 
1 woke up in the ambulance. The 
medics asked me what was go- 
ing on and I didn’t have a clue. 

“Now 1 bear some people are 
demanding better protection 
and I have to :^rce. But it's a 
grey area for me. 1 mean ( fell 
fine then collapsed. The possi- 


ble risks for the future have been 
spelled out to me but I am hope- 
ful of malting a full lecoveiy." 

Celtic's astoniitiuqg pulling 
power was revealed today with 
the club closing its waiti^ list 
for season tickets, with 10,000 
people in the queue. The club 
already has 42,5(X) season-tick- 
et holers, the most in Britau. 
It means Celtic are already 
close to filling Parkhead, which 
will have a 60,000 capacity 
when rebuilding work is com- 
pleted later this year. 

The news comes on the 


Berkovitch declares truce with Rovers 


THE West Ham midfielder 
Eyal Berkovitch has called a 
truce with the Blackburn 
Rovers players he had accused 
racially abuNing him during 
(he clubs' FA Cup fifth-round 
encounter last month. 

Tbe Israeb' international had 
claimed that a number of 
Rovers players had made anti- 


Semitic remarks to him follow- 
ing his involvement in the send- 
ing-off of Kevin Gallacher at 
Upton Park, and he was round- 
ly booed uveiy time he tvnicbed 
the ball b)' the crowd at Ewood 
Park in the replay. 

However, Bcri:ovitch said 
he had unjuyed a drink with the 
Blackburn player.} after the 


Hammers’ penalty shoot-out 
victory last week and now con- 
sidered the matter closed. He 
told an Israeli new^pen Tm 
pleased to say that tbe racist is- 
sue came out In my opinion, it 
won’t return on the fiel^ at least. 
V<fe had a friendly chat about the 
issue. We agreed that it was just 
words ^ken in anger." 


fourth anniveraaiy of the 
takeover fay the present manag- 
ing director, Fergus McCaim, arid 
he is IhiiUed at their progresa 
‘"The desire to see Celtic has 
never been greater," he said. "I 
would like to record our thanks 
for the iocaedible backing every 
week- W 2 have come a long way 
in a short time. But I believe we 
are only a ^ort way alo^g the 
road of Celtic’s potential" 
Celtic, under the stewardship 
of their Dutch coach, Wim 
Jansen, are still on course for 
the tiri>Ie, having alreacfy lift- 
ed the League Cup. They are 
two pemts dear at the top of the 
table and face Dundee United 
in the quarter-finals of the 
Scottish Cup on Sund^. 

Pans have been fkxdeiog to 
Paiichead with the dub's aver- 
age gate 48,409 compared to 
22,388 four years ago. Turnover 
has also risen dramaticalfy with 
fl5,52S,(X)0 beins generated in 

the first six months of this year 
compared to £8,736,000 in tbe 
whole of tbe 199^-94 season. 


By John Lidifleld 

in Paris 


THE French organisers of the 
World Cup wfU defend the 
sinafi alkrcalion of tickets to to- 
eigp fans as a ‘^security mea- 
sure" in a erndai meeting in 
Brussels today in which J acques 
Lambert, the director general 
of the organising committee, 
wQl meet the EU Commission- 
er responsible for free and fair 
competition, Karel van MierL 
European Commisdon 
has warned that the system 
used for allocating tideets, re- 
serving 60 per cent for people 
whhFtendi addresses and bank 
account, may break EU free 
trade laws. But Mr Lambert 
plans to argue that this method 
is essential to segregate fans. 

If tbe EU insists on its in- 
terpretation of European law, 
the oxganisiag committee will 
insist that it Is still too late to 
change aSocations for foe group 
matches. 


THE Sheffield United fens who 
demonstrated against their 
chairman, Mike McDonald, at 
BiamaU Lane on 'Biesday have 
bad a result - the announce- 
ment of his rerignation. 

The supporters were protest- 
ing c^aiost McDonald after tbe 
surprise decision of the man- 
ager, Nigel Spademan, to leave 
the Fust Divisioa dub on Mon- 
day. 

McDonald reacted by an- 
nooncing yesterday that he in- 
tends to stand down. *T am not 
here to be abused. 1 have always 
said from (he outs^ that, on the 
footbaD side, once the fans don’t 
want me, I will go. Wb ace in the 
quarter-finals of the FA Cup, in 
the top ax in the League and tbe 
fansarcoothappytosomerea- 
soQ or othra. I fam said an akK^ 
that, if th^ are not happy with 
me, then I wera’t be there." 

Howevec, McDonald will 
still be part of Sheffield Unit- 
ed pLc. "I will get on with de- 
veloping Che ground around 
the stadium," he said. 


Lou Macari, tipped to be- 
come Sparkman’s successor, 
yesterday said he has had no 
contact vritfa tbe Blades over 
their vacancy — but that be 
would jump at the chance. The 
former Bnrningtmmj Celtic anH 
Sfoke manager has been out of 
work since July last year after 
leaving Stoke. 

"Obriously ( am flattered 
that my name has been men- 
tioned and I would love the 
chance to get back into man- 
agement," Macari smd. "1 do 
know Mr ^Donald, and 
ou^be in the next 24 hours 
things win diange, although 
there has been no approach. Wc 
will just have to wait and see." 

The Bolton Wanderers de- 
fender Mike Whidow has been, 
ruled out to the rest of the sea- 
son whh kneae ligament darnage. 
The 30-year-old left-back, a 
£700,000 riffling from Leices- 
ter ttriier this season, was 

carried off during a gan ^e at 
Barnsley on 3 January. 

Evenon’s veteran defender 


Dave Watson is poised to sign 
a new one-year cootraci with the 
chib. Claus Thomsen, the dub^ 
^nisfa midfielder, though, is to 
leave Goodison for AB Copen- 
hagen for a fee of £500.000. 

The Ciystal Palace forward 
Attilio Lombardo is set to re- 
turn to first-team action 
week against Chelsea. He tore, 
a thigh muscle while training 
with the Italian squad back si 
November and his comeback ri 
home to Uvcrpool in Decen- • 
ber ended after just 48 minutes 
when he went off injured 

^ The Aberdeen defender ttinn 
Kinakov is facing further disci- 
piinaiy action from the Scottish 
Pootball Association. The Bul- 
garian. who was sent -off on Sat- 
foe reforcc Kevin Biswl 
tospittingat Ktlffiamock'sJim 
McIntyre, altcadv faciw a three-- 
maich suspension. 

. The SRAs disciplinary com- 
mittee H^l discuss foe matter at 
Its meeting on Monday and will 
®®*CS5 whether further punish- 
ment is merited. 
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Brittle’s 
bombshell 
will test 
boycott 


Rugby Union 


By Chris Hewett 

ENGLAND'S defiaatty tnaih - 
oidinate professioaa] dubs have 
been put on the spot with a 
vengeance Cliff Brittle, their 
No 1 bogeyn^ at 'RvickenhaiiL 
Brittle yekerd^ dropped the 
diploinaiic equh^Ueot ^a depth 
cbaige into the muddy waters of 
rugby politics by announcing 
sweeping changes to the 
Heineken Ciq) format and by so 
doing be ensured that the dubs' 
united stand in boycotting next 
season's compeiitioo would be 
tested to breaking point. 

The changes address the 
three broad areas - fixture 
schedulii^ cadi distribution 
and qualification - that iay at the 
heart of the dubs' discontent as 
the momenrum towards a boy- 
cott gathered before Christmas. 

Brittle has written to Don- 
ald Kerr, chairman of English 
First Division Ru^. to re- 
quest an immediate meetii^ 
saying: *^1 hope a ^edy out- 
come wiU result in tte return of 
English dubs to Europe, for our 
ambition is to ensure that Bath 
are able to defend their cham- 
pionship next season.” 

Tom Kieman and his fellow 
tournament directors have 
unanimously agreed to dis- 
mantle the six-week block of 
Heineken dates next aut umn in 
favour of a mix of domestic 
league and European fixtures. 
They have also pledged to dish 
out a minimum £I7m to the 
English participants over the 
next four years and will intro- 
duce a more meritocratic qual- 
ification policy for the 
1999-2000 competition. Under 
the proposed system. English 
clubs could fill up to 10 of the 
20 available plac^. 

All bunl^'-doty. then. What 
are you waiting for, Donald? Ac- 
tually. things ore nowhere near 
as happy-go-lucky as Brittle 
would haw them seem. Senior 
dub offidals have repeated^ in- 
dicated that th^ would not 
even contemplate returning to 
the Heineken fold unless resig- 
nations were forthcoming from 
the board and besides, they are 
now cenaio to accuse Brittle of 
disingenuuusness because his 
statement makes no mention of 
plans to force Fran Cotton's ooo- 
troversial **drait” ^'stem on to 
the competing teams. 

Cotton was in bullish mood 
yesieiday, pronouncing; “1 hope 
this proves to the English dubs 


that we are working for them 
even in their abseooe. I hope 
they will sign up to a lengthy 
commitment to the European 
Cupaoddi^l the myth that the 
RE^ is aoti-dub in Europe.” 
Kerr, peihaps undersmnd- 
ably, was more guarded. “1 
bawn't seen the detail of this so 
1 can't leaDy comment,” he sakL 
**But I think it would be very dif- 
ficult for us to go back in with- 
out fundamental dianges both 
to the way the competition is run 
and to who does the running.” 
However, he knows better 
than anyone that Bath, the 
diampioDS. are deqMiate to de- 
fend their crown - a fact effec- 
tively confirmed yesterday by 
Tom Sheppard, the West Coun- 
try club’s company director. 

am encoui^ed by today’s 
developments,” he said. 
have stood shoulder to shoulder 
with the other ftemieiship dubs 
on this matter, but this sign of 
possible progress is good. Any- 
thing that ERC (the or ganising 
bod^ of the Heineken Cup) and 
the RFU can do in moving to- 
wards resolving this issue has to 
be good news.” 

As if Kerr and his fellow Pre- 
miership power-brokers did not 
have enough to thiiik about, tb^ 
were also on the receMiig end 
of a vitriolic bombardment from 
soutb of the equator. Both New 
Zealand and Australia turned on 
the dedsion of Keith Barwell, 
the Northampton owner, to bar 
his players from touring with 
England this summer. 

"This is the u^ face of pri- 
vate ownership of rugby union 
clubs.” fumed the genei^ man- 
ager of the Australian Test ride. 
Matt Carroll. want die best 

available teams out here this year. 
The AFU has tostand iq) to th&T 
Tberc Win mdrt: of the same 
from Rob Fsfaer. the chairman 
of the New Zealand RFU. and 
Mike Banks, the All Blacks 
team manager. *There would be 
no pemt England sending an un- 
der-strength team that won't fill 
our stadiums,” Fisber said, while 
Banle added: “There's a prin- 
ciple here. Any time you play a 
Test fm* your counby you like the 
opposition to be the best of the 
country you're confronting.” 
All of which served to prove 
just how short some memories 
can be. In 1983, New Zealand 
toured England and Scotland 
without their eutire front five 
and both first-choice half-backs. 
What was more, they managed 
only a draw at Murrayfield be- 
forv losing at Twickenham. 



An overdos( 
of Southern 


The skipperof Merit Cup Se^ feeling 
unsafe was'lhe norma! state on the 
latest relentless leg of the Whitbread 


Tt;^ fit: Glancario FisicheOa squeezes into the cockpit of his Benetton m MelIXMtme y esterda y Photograph; Reuter 

Protesters storm race-track 


SECURITY at Melbourne's 
Albert Park Grand Prix circuit 
has been tightened for Sund^s 
opening race of the Formula 
C>ne season, after protesters 
stormed safety cordons and cut 
through wire fendng yesterday. 

Around 30 people charg^ 
entrance gates in tbe latest 
demonstration by a group 
{xotesting about Afoert Park b^ 
ing used as a race-track. The 
construction of the circuit in- 
volved tbe felling of more than 
1,000 trees. 


One protester confronted 
Formula One drivers and pit 
crews on the main straight be- 
fore being ejected by security 
gnardsL Another chained herself 
to the waD of the Ferrari garage, 
but was removed by medianics. 

Hilice said 13 demonstiatOTS 
got into the circuit, inchiding 
three women who posed as 
guests attendinga efa^ty ft] ac- 
tion and half a dozen who cut 
a bole in a wire fence. 

“There were no arrests, and 
all were quickly evicted from 
the ground." a police 
spokesman said. 'There will be 
a veiy high police presence at 


entrance gates and inside tbe 
grand prix track.” 

In a separate incident, a gi- 
ant video screen crariied to the 
^X)und when its support scaf- 
folding collapsed, sparking a 
safety inspection of other 
screens mounted around tbe cir- 
cuiL No one was injured. 

The newest team chief on tbe 
FonnuJa One scene, Craig Pol- 
lock, wants his dose friend and 
world- champion, Jacques VD- 
leneuve, to join his Briti^ Amer- 
ican Racing team next season. 

Vnieneuve will start the de- 
fence of his world title for 
Williams on Sunday, but he is 


alreacfy tire sobject of specu- 
lation for 1999. IfoUocfc, who 
has taken over the TyrreU ban- 
ner for this season before 
chan g in g to BAR in 1999, also 
flagged his interest in a 
Villeneuve double act with 
Michael Schumacher. 

“Having Jacques Villeaeuve 
driving for me, because we are 
so tight together, it would be a 
fantastic dream,” Pollock said. 
“If I can go for Jacques W- 
leneuve I can go for hfichael 
Schumacher.” 

Bollock is part-omier of Stel- 
lar management, which looks 
after Wleneuve's affairs. 


Broncos may touch down in First round of court battle 
Midlands if Cup goes to plan for King and Warren 


By David HadfieM 


THE GAMEJias the chance to 
break oew^^und if the Lon- 
don Broncos beat Hull KR in 
their Challenge Cup quarter- 
final next weekend. 

A semi-final between Lon- 
don and northern opposition 
would raise the possibOity of 
taking a major dub match to the 
Midlands for the first time. 

Northampton has already 
staged matches in the &neigjng 
Nations' World Cup in 199S 
and the football club there is 
keen to host one of Super 
League's “on the road” games 
in July as well as a home in- 
ternational later in the year. 
Leicester is another area v^ere 
there has been considerable in- 
terest 

London have never reached 
a semi-final so the question of 


a neutral venue has never arisen. 

“W'e still have to beat Hall 
KR, but if we do, we are 
resigned to not playing our 
semi-final m London, where the 
cost or renting an altemathe 
ground would be prohibitive,” 
said a cltib sjwkeCTan. 

The dub would welcome a 
venue in the Midlands. RuUng 
that they would prefer to play in 
Lancashire. The League is con- 
sidering the matter in advance, 
but is sure to favour the venue 
where it believes ibc match 
would attract the biggest gate. 

London's second row, 
Steele Retchless, is now ex- 
pected to be fit for the tie 
against Rovers after initial fears 
that he had broken a finger in 
the viaoiy over Halifax in the 
last round. 

Juh'a Lee is to become tbe 
first woman to referee a 
ty match at Richmond next 
Tbesday. 


DON KING and Frank \^hrrea 
began the first round of what may 
be;a (xotraded and acrimonious 
High Court battie yesterday. 

fGng, tbe American promot- 
er known for his fiambcyance 
and peculiar nse of language, is 
brin ging an actiOD apfngf the 
British prtxnoter who was his 
business partner over an agree- 
ment which broke down in De- 
cember last year. 

A spokesman for King said 
the promoterwas in Mesioo but 
mi£^t appear in court next 
week. But. asked if be thought 
King would come. Wnren 
replied; “I don’t think be wfll 
turn up.” 

King is claiming Barren 
owes him millions of dollars re- 
lating to a three-year contract 
the two signed bade in 1994. He 
says the agreement entitles him 


to shares of all profits made 
from fights promoted by 
ren, who includes Worid Box- 
ing Organisation featherweight 
cfaampioiuNaseem Hamed, in 
hisstabieu'-i-.n j 

According to King, Bhrien 
signed an qtfeosion to the tiiree- 
year deal but then rented on 
it by negotiating a separate 
agreement with an Amerkan ca- 
ble television network for 
Hamed at tbe end of last year. 
Warren, for his part, says the 
American did not fulfil bis side 
of their deal 

King ODuld be jaOed next 
month when he faces a New 
York retrial over an alleged 
fraudulent insurance daim. 

Bkrreo, whose association 
with King dates back to 1985, is 
not without additional l^al dif- 
ficulties of his own. His Sports 
Network Europe company is 
cunentiy under investigation 
over alle^ tax irregularities. 


IN THE Soi^eni Ocean, if 
you're not feeling unsafe, 
you're not sa3ii^ hard 
CDOi^ That ineans you axe 
oot sailing ligjit on the edge 
of being totalfy out'bf control 

you are being beaten. 

It is this simple troth that 
makes this Whitbread so 
hard on crews, boats and 
sails. Prudence and good 
seamansh^ are not a serions 
ronoem when you are racing 
people like Lawrie Smith at 
tiOdegr^soutliL 

It is a measure of the in- 
tensity of the competition 
that an out-of-control men- 
tality has developed sinoe 
the start at Southa^ton last 
Septmnber. 

On wy four 
previous Whit- 
breads, 1 had 
never felt un- 
safe. I have had 
my moments, 
for-, sure, but 
not days on end 
of never being 
quite sure if a 
massive broaefa 
at 25 knots is 
just beyond tbe ^ 

nextwave. A T 

The big 
mast-head 

spinnakers are 300 square 
metre in size. They capture 
a lot breeze and can cata- 
pult a yadit through big seas 
at 30 knots in bursts and at 
sustained speeds of 20 knots. 

It is inqnssiUe to stand on 
deck and sheets of water 
slam crew back to the extent 
of their lifelines. The yacht 
rises high on the wave then 
slams back into the trough. 

In those sort of conditions, 
helmsman and trimmers 
Jisveto.wc^irL£omplete har- 
mony to: keep the yacht per- 
fectly balanc^ Th^ cannot 
relax for even a second. 

A broach at that speed 
would probably break the 
mast, certainly shred the sail 
and depending where it hap- 
pened. could put you out of 
the leg or even tire race. 

Silk Cut lost her mast in 
tbie Southern Ocean and she 
subsequently retired from 
the leg. What happened to 
Lawrie Smith and his crew 
could have happened to auy 
yacfaL There is no doubt th^ 
the yachts are strongly builL 
Crews have confidence in 
tbe boats and themselves, 
and know onfy too well that 
a safe night is a slow ni^L 



GRANT 

DALTON 


Merit Cup arrived at Sao 
SehastiSo witii the crew vow- 
ing never to safl a g ?in in the 
Southern OceaiL Fve heard 
it ail before. Tbe combination 
of a bone-jmring, virtual^ 
sleepless to &pe Horn 
followed by a few d^ of no 
wind, tiren another vicious 
iiighl on the wiqd and then 
more shifting, li^t breeze in 
hot, binnid conditions bad 
something to do with it 

Some ^ the younger ones 
win have forgotten th^ vows 
after a few days ashore. 

The 2,000 miles from the 
Cape to Sao Sebasti3o was 
frustrating. There was the 
added indigm'^ of watching 
Brunei Ener- 
gy and Chessie 
Racing, seeing 
vriiat was ha(v< 
pening to us, 
sao further east 
and go from 
350 miles be- 
hind at Cape 
Horn to beat us 
into Sao Se- 
bastiao bv a 
NJ”r day. We. 

A Swedish 

rF)M[ Match, Tbshi- 

^ ba and Innova- 

tion Kvaerner, 
too. lost sometiiing like 500 
miles in 1,500 mSes. That 
doesn’t have much ti> do 
about boat speed, crew skill 
or even yadit racing. But it 
does have something to do 
vrith luck and the weather. 

The media says we bad a 
(fisappointing fifth leg. Dis- 
appointing for who? 1 wasn't 
disappointed. Neither were 
the boys. I thought we had 
saOedveiy well De^evriiat 
our critics had predicted, we 
held, on to boats that were 
proven heavy-weather per- 
fonneis. 

There is a feeling through 
tbe fleet that one (31 days 

from Southampton to Cape- 
Town via a couple of specks 
on tbe diaits off South Amer- 
ica) and 1^ five (27 days from 
Anddand to Sao Sebastiao) 
are just too long. 

Not that these boys are 
wimps. They’re professional 
yachtsmen who feel that 
there are enough regattas 
around to make a Ihoo^ with- 
out putting themselves 
through that torture again. 

There is a need to put the 
fun back into the Whitbread. 
1 have no answer, but some- 
body must find one. 
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R/uei Shinohe, of Japan, demonstrates hb balance and concentration as he executes a turn on his chair-sids at Shiga Kogan in training for the Alpine sknng event at the Phratympic^ whidi begin in Nagano, Japan, today 


Photo^ph: AP 
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Collymore allegations 


^ i-vj 


-U 


Football 
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UsT poT ^ 



By Paul Whlker 


STE VE HARKNESS wiU be at 
the centre of a full inquiry by 
Liveipooi into allegations that 
be htnied racial abuse at his for- 
mer team-mate, Stan Colly- 


Peter Robinson, was away &om 
the club on personal business. 
Both men were contacted dur- 
ing tbe day, but it has been de- 
cided to delay any further 
discusaoDS until tb^ can discuss 
the situation with Harkness in 


ACROSS 22 

I Consider badly-produced 

gmdc, one put out b>' a ra- 
dio enicnainer (7) 22 

5 Acting macho, behaves as 
some Kind of goal (7) 

9 Story ciMivev’ud bv' regular 22 
dierit (7) 

10 Woman's garment found 2( 
in public serviee vehicle on 
rank {7) 

I I The writer of Acts? (9) 2' 

12 Respond bv putting on a 

slum (5) ' 2i 

13 Lake iwangy sound pro- 
duced bv' organ? (5 ) 

13 Student into cxdting hob- 
bies purticipaiing finally in 1 
winter sports event (9) 

17 Veiy &>od lime to include 
a modem music eenre in 2 


a modem music genre in 
TV programme l4J) 

19 UnJenvorUJ sinni? l5) 


Animal hospital in Kenya 
initially blocked, unfortu- 
nately (5) 

Master of Ceremonies 
cndlesady torn tricky 
"green" issue (9) 

Principal gN-en support 
suppressina a cow (7) 

Hard to fohcnv a nocturnal 
mammal when it's in nat- 
ural emironmenl (7) 

Give another term for this 
(2-.5) 

SiblicaJ scholar, as found 
in Oxford college, mostly' 
(7) 

DOWN 

Lack of restraint oridnally 
displayed in a book ure 
known author |7) 

Idiot hitching lih on a ship 
(7) 

vet finally bolds up ailidc 
swallowed b>' brown cow 
(5) 


4 Wtortliy ahn! let's be merry 

(9) 

5 Main room on passage (5) 

6 Where you'd find Alice 
and Dorothy, m short? (9) 

7 Ib)^ paper oven a more 
arii^ look 

8 Tense used in sentence (7) 
14 Cornish resort in which 

goddess meets monarch's 
double (9) . 


16 Part of stopper, one she 
broke, uniortunately (5,4) 


17 Academic pupil (7) 

18 State of Parisians appear- 
ing in one kind of ^thedc 
material (7) 

20 Instrument enga^ng catch 
in towiim ring (7) 

21 Phlacesta£f(7) 

23 Small cube conveyed by 
boat (5) 

24 End wall battered at first 
in high wind (5) 


The 27-yearold defender 
has been »sused by Collymore 
of inaknig racist oenmnents dur- 
ing Satunk^s fixture between 
the two Premiership clubs, 
which ended in a 2-1 victory for 
Aston Villa with Collymore 
scoring twice. 

It has also emerged that 
Collymore complained about 
the abuse to the referee, Gra- 
ham Poll, during tbe match. 

Liverpool spent the day yes- 
terd^ d^esting the implicatiofis 
of CoUymore's claims and then 
issued a statement pitxnisu^ to 
launch their own investigation. 

Their manager, Roy Evans, 
was out of the country on a 
scouting mission in Europe, 
while their chief executive. 


person. 

It seems likefy that the dub 
solidtor, Kevin Dooley, and 
thetr chief executive desigaate, 
Rick Parry, wQi also be in- 
volved in the meetings. 

Uveipool’s statement, is- 
sued thmii gh a dob spokesman, 
Ian Cotton, said: “These are se- 
rious allegations which have 
been made against Sieve Hark- 
ness - ones that the dub do not 
take lightly. But until we have 
had the opportunity to sit down 
and Hknifis the matter with 
Steve, Uverpool Football Qub 
are not in a porition to comment 
further on the matter.” 

Liverpool know they wQl 
have to consider their and tbe 
playeris position carefully in the 
light of several well-publicised 
cases of players being subject- 
ed to racial abuse in the recent 


pasL Only last week. West 
Ham's ^al Berkovitefa claimed 
that Bladcbum Rovers players 
made anti-Semitic oatntnenls to 
him duritig the FA Oip tie be- 
tween the dubs, and it caused 
the Israeli midfielder to be sub- 
jected to torrents of abuse from 
Blackburn fans during the re- 
play at Ewood Park, 

Now, with the ProfesstonaJ 
Footballers' Assodation at the 
forefront of a “IQdc Radsm Out 
Of Football” campaign, Uver- 
pooi wQl have to be thorough 
and open about their own in- 
ternal mvesUgations. 

The Ex>lbaU Assexaation will 
await the outcome witii coDcexiL 

rnTtially,h ha!ggairitfiat itwniwait 
for the referee's report to see 
whether he mentioned the ind- 
dents on the pitch, and also an 
alleged tunnel confrontation 
and an alleged attempt by Harfc- 
ness to continue the row with 
CoUymore by bursting into the 
Villa player^ dressing-room. 

However, Pod said yesterd^ 
that he had seen and heard 
nothing and would not be re- 
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porting tbe incident, althou^ 
he admitted CoUymore had 
complained to him on the pitch 
about his treatraenL 

Now the FA wfll have to de- 
cide whether to launch its own 
investigation without a state- 
ment from PoU. 

Pall said: “I cannot indude 
things in my report that I didn't 
see or dt^'t hear. 1 henrd 
nothing on die pitch and I saw 
nothing in tbe tunnel, the pl^ 
CIS were aU back in the dress- 
ing rooms by the time that me 
and my two assistants left the 
pitch. 

“But Stan told me on the 
pitch that things had been said 
to him. 1 could see he was in- 
censed about something in the 
second half, and asked him 
what was wrong. 

“It's then that he told hm. I 
tried to calm him down arid said 
I hadnT beard atQrthmg. Stan 
didn't teU me who had said 

thinga to him. 

was upset and I bad 
asked him what had been 
wrong. But I have uot included 
anything alfout what he said in 
ny report. 

“If I put everything in myre- 
porttbrnplayeTstoldmewasbe- 


ing said on tbe pitch, 1 would be 
writing it all week." 

An FA spokesman said: 
There is a route for MUa to 
complaint to us if they so wish. 
Obviously we are concerned 
about what is be daimed, and 
we wOl be keeping an eye on the 
situation.” 

Organisers of the “Kick 
Racism Out Of RiotbaU” cam- 
paign have called on CqUy- 
more and Villa to mate- mi 
official complaint 

Piaia Powar, the nafinnal co 
ordbiator of the cangaigii, sakk 
“If Stmi CoUymore is suggest- 
ing that is what bappeued to 
him, then be must a dan- 
plaint to the Professional Foot- 
baUers' Association and the 
Football Association. 

“Unless there is an official' 
complaint then often nothing 
Can be investigated.” 

He added: “It is geneiaity ac- 
cepted that there used to be a , 
bigger problem with racism- 
among players than tiim is 
now, but this aUegation is not 
a totally isolated incident • 
“There is stfll a probLem 
with racism in tbe game and 
players have a responsibUity to 
give a lead to supfiorters.'' 
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Chelsea fromjpm tonight on 
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